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Syllabus   GS2: Government policies and interventi ons.
Questi on   What is Personal Data Protecti on Bill(PDP), 2019? Discuss key features of the 

bill and the concerns bill currently presents.
Why in news?   The Personal Data Protecti on Bill, 2019, introduced in Lok Sabha by the Minister 

of Electronics & Informati on Technology.
  Referred to a Joint Parliamentary Committ ee of both Houses.

What is 
Personal Data 
Protecti on Bill, 
2019?

  India’s important step towards a privacy framework & for the governance of 
personal data.

  Conceptualised 2 years ago with a draft  by Srikrishna Committ ee.
  Aim-

(1) Protecti on of personal data of individuals.
(2) Establishment of a Data Protecti on Authority for same.

Key Features   Processing of personal data: Bill governs processing of data by government, 
companies incorporated in India, and foreign companies dealing with personal 
data of individuals in India.

  Categorisati on of Personal Data:
(1) Sensiti ve Data:

(a)  Includes data on fi nance, biometric, caste, religious or politi cal beliefs, 
or any other specifi ed by the govt.

(b) Should be stored only in India.
(c) Can be processed outside India but not without explicit consent of the 

individual
(2)  Criti cal Data:

(a) No specifi c defi niti on except “personal data as may be noti fi ed by the 
Central govt.”

(b) Should be stored only in India.
(c) Should be processed only within India.

(3) General and Non- Personal Data:
(a) Other than in Sensiti ve & Criti cal categories data.
(b) Can be stored anywhere.
(c) Can be processed anywhere.
(d) Anonymised data. 

  Data Fiduciary:
(1) Meaning: An enti ty or individual who decides the means and purpose of 

processing personal data.
(2) Processing by Data Fiduciary: subject to certain purpose, collecti on & 

storage limitati ons. Ex: personal data processing for lawful purposes only.
(3) Transparency & accountability measures to be taken by all data fi duciaries:

(a) Implementi ng security safeguards like data encrypti on & preventi ng 
misuse of data.

1 Personal Data Protecti on Bill, 2019
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(b) Insti tuti ng grievance redressal mechanisms: to address complaints of 
individuals.

  Data Protecti on Authority (DPA):
(1) DPA would be authorised to take steps to protect the interests of individuals, 

prevent misuse of personal data, & ensure compliance with the Bill.
(2) Compositi on: Chairperson and 6 members, with at least 10 years’ experti se 

in the fi eld of data protecti on and informati on technology. 
(3) `Orders of the Authority can be appealed to an Appellate Tribunal & appeals 

from the Tribunal will go to the SC.
  Social media intermediaries or Signifi cant Data Fiduciary:

(1) These include intermediaries which enable online interacti on between 
users & allow for sharing of informati on.

(2) Obligati on for Intermediaries with users above a noti fi ed threshold 
& whose acti ons can impact electoral democracy or public order, like 
providing a voluntary user verifi cati on mechanism for users in India.

  Exempti ons:
(1) Central govt. can exempt its agencies from the provisions of the Act: In the 

interest of security of state, public order, sovereignty and integrity of India 
& friendly relati ons with foreign states, etc.

(2) Processing of personal data also exempted for certain other purposes:
(a) Preventi on, investi gati on or prosecuti on of any off ence, or personal, 

domesti c, or journalisti c purposes. 
(b) However, such processing must be for a specifi c, clear and lawful 

purpose, with certain security safeguards.
  Rights of an individual menti oned in the Bill:

(1) Right to Correcti on and Erasure: People can approach a data fi duciary & 
seek “correcti on, updati ng, erasing of inaccurate obsolete personal data, 
which is no longer necessary for the intended purpose for which it was 
processed”.

(2) Right To Be Forgott en: bill allows people to approach an adjudicati ng 
offi  cer to restrict or prevent conti nuing disclosure of their personal data 
by a data fi duciary.

(3) Right to Data Portability: data portability means transfer of personal data 
from one data fi duciary to the other. It aims to ease portability, if  data is 
processed through automated means.

Concerns   Clause of Consent: It imposes restricti ons that disallows personal data to be 
processed without any legal reason and explicit consent but at the  allows 
government for using data without the consent.

  Defi niti on of Criti cal Personal Data: It may be noti fi ed by govt. from ti me to 
ti me. It gives power to govt. to put any data from general and sensiti ve category 
to criti cal one.

  Surveillance: Vagueness in the defi niti on of criti cal data gives govt. power to 
authorize any agency to take away an individual’s data without consent.

  Violati on of fundamental Right: Govt. through this bill gets the right to violate 
the right to privacy (Putt aswamy judgement of SC).

  Compositi on of Data Protecti on Authority:
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(1) No part ti me members: An independent regulator usually consists of full 
ti me & part ti me members. Part ti me members are the ones who have 
the technical knowledge of the subject. The bill does not menti on of such 
members therefore it might lack the technical knowledge it needs.

(2) Selecti on of Members: Members will be selected by a Selecti on Committ ee 
which implies that the Executi ve will have more powers to choose the 
members.

  Data Localisati on:
(1) Encrypti on Keys will make access diffi  cult: Companies store  data with 

encrypti on which will sti ll make it diffi  cult for law enforcement agencies to 
access it, even if stored in India.

(2) Unfavourable to Indian Startups and Big Firms: Startups & also big 
companies like TCS  and Wipro, that process foreign data in India will be 
negati vely impacted.

  Intellectual Property of Companies:
(1) Bill allows govt.to ask companies to provide the anonymised personal data 

and Non- personal data like informati on on shopping, cab rides etc.
(2) Concerns of company like Telegram & Whatsapp who off er end-to-end 

encrypti on: such a clause will compromise the privacy & security of 
informati on & also break encrypti on.

  Identi ty verifi cati on opti on: Govt. wants signifi cant data fi duciary to off er this 
opti on but “what if a person does not verify , will the companies report to the 
govt. then.”

Source The Quint, PRS, Livemint, Meity



Syllabus GS 2: Social Justi ce Mechanisms, laws, insti tuti ons and Bodies consti tuted for the 
protecti on of vulnerable secti ons.

Questi on What is the creamy layer issue in reservati ons for SCs and STs? Trace the 
developments and justi fy the government's stand on it.

Why is it in the 
news ?

  The Central government sought a review of the Supreme Court verdict in 2018 
on the exclusion of the “creamy layer” within the Scheduled Castes (SC) and 
Scheduled Tribes (ST) category from the reservati on benefi t.

Introducti on   The creamy layer principle, disti nguishes between the affl  uent among 
disadvantaged secti ons.

  The court is dealing with a peti ti on fi led by some SC and ST groups that 
challenged the reservati ons benefi ts going to the creamy layer within the 
communiti es.

Government's 
Stand

  The ‘creamy layer’ will become a tool to deprive the backward classes of the 
benefi t of reservati on.

2 SC & ST Creamy Layer Issue
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  The SC/ST community as a whole sti ll conti nues to bear the sti gma of centuries’ 
old backwardness.

  Government wants the Supreme Court to re-consider its stand which had 
upheld the applicability of creamy layer to affl  uent SCs and STs.

Some Issues   Peti ti oner's Complaint in Supreme court:
(1) So far, the governments has not identi fi ed the creamy layer from amongst SCs/STs.
(2) Despite the apex court rulings, neither the Centre nor the states had taken 

any steps for excluding the creamy layer within the SC/ ST communiti es.
Past 
Developments

  Indra Sawhney Vs Union of India case 1992:
(1) It upheld the government’s move, based on the Mandal Commission to give 

27% reservati on to OBCs.
(2) The concept of creamy layer applicable only to OBCs, not to SCs/STs.
(3) Reservati on only in initi al appointments and not in promoti ons.

  Consti tuti on (Seventy-seventh Amendment) Act 1995:
(1) Clause 4A added. It conti nued the policy of extending quotas for SCs and 

STs in promoti ons.
(2) Rati onale: SC/ST representati on in States’ services has not reached the 

required level.
  Other subsequent amendment:

(1) 81st Amdt. - Clause 4B added. Unfi lled SC/ST quota of a parti cular year, 
when carried forward to the next year, will be treated separately and not 
clubbed with the regular vacancies of that year for the purpose of 50% cap 
on reservati ons. 

(2) 82nd Amdt. - Added a provision to Art 335 that allowed for relaxati on in 
marks for promoti ons of SC/STs. It had to be done to nullify the directi ve of 
SC in Vinod Kumar and Indira Sawhney case. 

(3) 85th Amendment: It said reservati on in promoti on can be applied with 
consequenti al seniority for the SC/ST employee.

  V. Nagaraj Vs Union of India case in 2006:
(1) It held that creamy layer within the SC and ST communiti es can be excluded 

from the quota benefi ts.
(2) Creamy layer to be applicable to SCs and STs in government promoti ons.
(3) It upheld the 77th Amendment, but laid down three conditi ons for 

promoti on of SCs and STs in public employment:
(a) State has to collect quanti fi able data showing backwardness of the class.
(b) Inadequacy of representati on.
(c) Administrati ve effi  ciency.

  The Jarnail Singh case 2018:
(1) It upheld the Nagaraj judgment that upheld the applicability of creamy layer 

to affl  uent SCs and STs.
(2) It upheld the reservati on in promoti on, but modifi ed the Nagaraj judgment.
(3) It held as “invalid” the requirement laid down by the Nagaraj verdict that 

states should collect quanti fi able data on the backwardness of SCs and STs 
in granti ng quota in promoti ons.

(4) Administrati ve effi  ciency provision was also not signifi cant.
(5) But said they will have to back it with data to show their inadequate 

representati on in the cadre.
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Why the 
concept of 
Creamy Layer 
?

  It is argued that the well-off  persons of SC/ST communiti es have availed of 
quota benefi ts at the cost of under-privileged members of the same groups.

  Result: Creamy layer perpetuate themselves, leaving the rest of the class as 
backward as they always were.

  Benefi ts to the Deserving: The quota benefi ts should go to the weakest of the 
weak and not to the top creamy layer.

The other side   The creamy layer concept is more Economic than Social:
(1) Creamy layer is determined based on economic parameters.
(2) The object of reservati on is to do away with socio-cultural discriminati on 

that SC/ST communiti es have faced for the past thousands of years.
(3) Even today, many from SC/ST communiti es who are not in fi nancially 

disadvantaged positi on face discriminati on.
  Arti cle 335: Government to take special provision for socio economic 

development of SC/STs. Creamy layer criteria will dilute this. 
  Discriminati on sti ll conti nues: Even aft er higher mobilisati on due to affi  rmati ve 

acti on SC/ST people sti ll various form of social discriminati on. 
  Practi ce of Discriminati on in services: 12,000 cases lying with the SC/ST 

Commission, complaining about discriminati on in service.
  Irrelevant logic: Reservati on is not for economic development, but to eliminate 

sti gma att ached to untouchability. 
Promoti on 
Issue

  The Supreme court in Jurnail singh judgemnt had paved the way for grant of 
quota for promoti ons in the government jobs to SCs and STs.

  It held that states need not collect quanti fi able data on the backwardness of 
SCs and STs for giving quota in job promoti ons.

  Data: Out of 82 Secretaries to the Government of India, only four are from 
Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe communiti es.

  Arti cle 16(4B) provides that reserved promoti on posts for SCs and STs that 
remain unfi lled can be carried forward to the subsequent year.

Source The Hindu, BS, The wire, IE.



Syllabus GS 3: Agriculture: Major crops and cropping patt erns.
Questi on   Why we need a new Seeds Act? Also enlist the signifi cance of the Seed Bill 2019.
Why is it in the 
news ?

  Government is in the process to fi nalise the draft  of the Seed Bill 2019.

Introducti on   Quality seeds are the most essenti al factor for bett er and enhanced farming.
  Farming, food and the livelihood of over 60% of the Indian populati on depend 

on seeds.
  The low quality seed variety and failed harvest has the potenti al to curtail the 

GDP and force millions of Indians into poverty and hunger.

3 Seeds Bill 2019
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  The government is currently in the process of bringing a new Seeds Bill. The 
Seeds bill will replace the Seeds Act 1966.

  Aim:
(1) It seeks to regulate the producti on, distributi on and sale of seeds.
(2) To ensure that farmers get the highest quality seeds.
(3) To foster competi ti on by updati ng the Seed Act 1966 and Seed Rules 1968.

Why we need 
new Seeds 
Act ?

  Changing Time and Conditi ons:
(1) The Seeds Act 1966 were enacted long ago, during the green revoluti on.
(2) Technology has changed and farmers’ expectati ons have also changed.
(3) The very definiti on of what is a seed has changed- Planti ng 

materials such as cutti  ngs, graft ing and ti ssue culture- needs to brought 
under the ambit of new law.

  Quality Certi fi cati on:
(1) The current Seeds Act 1966, applies only to noti fi ed varieti es.
(2) More than half of all seeds sold in India are not certi fied by any proper 

testi ng agency. They are oft en of poor quality.
(3) Around 55% of seeds are sold by private companies, most of which are 

‘truthful label seeds’. That is, they are simply self-certi fi ed by the company.
Seed 
Replacement 
Rati o/Rate 
(SSR)  

  It is a measure of how much of the total cropped area was sown with certi fi ed 
seeds in comparison to farm saved seeds. 

  As certi fi ed seeds have a bett er yield, the higher the seed replacement rati o the 
higher the producti vity. 

Key Provisions 
of the Seeds 
Bill

  Mandatory Registrati on:
(1) There shall be compulsory registrati on of any kind or variety of seeds that 

are sought to be sold.
(2) It does away with the concept of “noti fi ed” variety.

  Exempti on to Farmers:
(1) Farmers would have exempti on from registering the variety developed by 

them.
(2) If farmer sells his own developed seeds for a commercial purpose, then that 

sell has to be registered.
  Self-Certi fi cati on (Truthfully Labelled):

(1) A large percentage of seeds are sold under Truthfully Labelled programme 
at present.

(2) Under the new Bill, the certi fi cati on has been kept voluntary.
  Compensati on: If the registered variety seeds fails to provide the expected 

performance under the given conditi ons, the farmer may claim compensati on 
from the producer/dealer/distributor under The Consumer Protecti on Act, 
1986.

  Fixing Prices in Emergency:
(1) The power has been vested with both state and Centre to fi x prices of seeds 

in case of emergency situati on.
(2) The Emergency situati on is defi ned as- Seed shortage, abnormal increase in 

price, monopolisti c pricing, profi teering, etc.
Signifi cance of 
the new Bill

  Quality Seeds and Bett er Harvest:
(1) The Bill removes the word “certain” and aims to regulate the quality of all 

seeds sold.
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(2) Breeders would be required to disclose the expected performance of the 
registered varieti es under 'given conditi ons'.

(3) Certi fi cati on of seeds would help minimise the risk of farmers being sold 
seeds of low-quality geneti cs.

(4) It will ensure that farmers are protected against spurious seeds and avoid 
any risk of failed harvest.

  Accountability:
(1) The bill requires even hybrids varieti es of private companies to be 

registered.
(2) The seeds would have to meet the minimum prescribed standards relati ng 

to germinati on, physical and geneti c purity etc.
(3) It is expected to bring greater accountability from the industry.

Issues/ 
Challenges

  Soft  Penalti es:
(1) The Bill imposes soft  penalti es on the companies for violati ons.
(2) There is exempti on for some off ences committ ed by companies. If the 

company offi  cials prove it happened without their knowledge, they are not 
liable.

  Inadequate Manpower:
(1) There is a lack of manpower and infrastructure within the government 

system.
(2) The registrati on may be granted or refused on the basis of multi -locati on 

trials carried out by the breeder/applicant itself.
  Subjecti ve Emergency Provision:

(1) The emergency provision prone to be subjecti ve.
(2) Its interpretati on by Centre or state is open to be misused.

  Protecti on of Plant Varieti es and Farmers Rights Act (PPVFRA):
(1) The 2001 PPVFRA law is known to protect farmers’ interests.
(2) The draft  seeds bill aims to neutralise many enabling measures granted in 

the PPVFRA. Some are given in below table:
PPVFRA 2001 
and Seeds Bill 
2019

  Seed Supply:
(1) In the PPVFRA, adequate seed supply is to be managed by government 

through the provision of compulsory licensing in the Act.
(2) In the seed bill, there is no mechanism to regulate seed supply.
(3) This could result in high seed prices and lack of adequate seed supply.

  Compensati on:
(1) To protect farmers against the seed failure, there are provisions within the 

PPVFRA to claim compensati on.
(2) `In the seeds bill, farmer has to approach the consumer courts under the 

Consumer Protecti on Act to claim compensati on..
Industry's 
Reacti on

  Seed companies have welcomed the provision of compulsory registrati on of 
all varieti es/hybrids.

  Make it Time-bound: The industry wants the process of registrati on to be ti me-
bound.

  Contenti on with Emergency provision and Prices Control:
(1) The industry’s main reservati on is the provision for regulati on of sale price 

in emergency situati ons.
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(2) The power of fi xing sale price in certain situati ons has been given both to 
the Centre and state governments.

(3) Industry's contenti on is that seed accounts for not even a tenth of the total 
operati onal costs in most crops.

(4) The price control would sti fl e innovati on/Investment on research.
Way ahead   Balance between Price and Quality:

(1) The industry’s main reservati on is the provision for regulati on of sale price 
in emergency situati ons.

(2) The power of fi xing sale price in certain situati ons has been given both to 
the Centre and state governments.

(3) Industry's contenti on is that seed accounts for not even a tenth of the total 
operati onal costs in most crops.

(4) The price control would sti fl e innovati on/Investment on research.
  Set up required Infrastructure and Evaluati on Mechanism:

(1) The inadequacy of manpower and infrastructure needs to be addressed for 
ensuring fast-track registrati on.

(2) An empowered panel can be formed to:
(a) evaluate the infrastructure faciliti es of the seed companies
(b) Accredit them
(c) Evaluate all the data generated

  The soft  penalti es in the bill for violati ons by the companies must be raised.
Source The Hindu, Indian Express, FE, HT.



Syllabus GS 3: Indian Economy: Indian Economy and issues relati ng to planning, mobilizati on 
of resources.

Questi on   What is the need of Financial Resoluti on and Deposit Insurance law in India? 
Why did the last att empt to bring FRDI Bill fail?

Why is it in the 
news ?

  The fi nance ministry has started reviving the Financial Resoluti on and Deposit 
Insurance (FRDI) Bill.

  The proposed law for ushering insolvency of fi nancial insti tuti ons was withdrawn 
last year by the government.

Background   The then Finance ministry in 2017 had introduced it in the Lok Sabha.
  It was withdrawn following concerns raised by public related to the ‘bail-in’ 

clause and repealing the DICGC Act of 1961.
About the 
FRDI Bill 2017

• Objecti ve: To provide a framework for the resoluti on/closure of failing fi nancial 
insti tuti ons across sectors (commercial banks, NBFCs, insurance companies 
and co-operati ve banks etc.)

• Resoluti on Corporati on (RC): The bill sought to establish a RC that will have powers 
to acquire/ transfer assets or liquidate a fi nancial service fi rm in case of failure.

4 Revival of FRDI Bill 
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  Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporati on (DICGC):
(1) The Bill sought to repeal the DICGC Act of 1961.
(2) The Bill gave the RC powers to insure deposits and compensate depositors 

in case of insti tuti onal failures.
(3) At present, the insurance cover of Rs 1 lakh per depositor is provided.

  Bail-in clause:
(1) Under this, customers of a failing fi nancial insti tuti on would bear a part of 

the cost of resoluti on by reducti on in their claims.
(2) Bail-in was one of many resoluti on tools in the FRDI Bill, including acquisiti on 

and merger.
Why we need 
FRDI law?

  The liquidity and solvency issues: NBFCs/HFCs conti nue to struggle to repay 
their loan obligati ons and raise low cost funds.

  Increasing Defaults:
(1) Recently, the DHFL defaulted on its repayment obligati ons to the tune of Rs 

1,571 crore.
(2) Lenders to DHFL have signed an inter-creditor agreement (acc. to RBI 

norms), to restructure the company’s debt.
(3) The PMC Bank failed by Rs. 6,500 crore of fraudulent lending to the Housing 

Development and Infrastructure Ltd (HDIL) group.
(4) This has impacted the fi nancial sector in India.

  Spill over eff ect:
(1) When credit fl ow through fi nancial insti tuti ons slows down, it has the ripple 

eff ects in the broader economy.
(2) The current resoluti on framework, makes it diffi  cult to close down fi nancial 

fi rms such as banks and NBFCs.
  The Financial Resoluti on and Deposit Insurance (FRDI) bill had envisaged a 

framework for this.
  The current situati on warrants a fresh look at the legislati on.

Importance/ 
Signifi cance of 
FRDI Bill

  Resoluti on: The FRDI bill had envisaged the creati on of a resoluti on corporati on, 
endowed with powers to:
(1) Monitor/assess the risk of fi nancial fi rms.
(2) Enable speedy resoluti on of fi rms- either through a merger or by selling off / 

winding up or through other avenues.
  Quick Recogniti on:

(1) Delays in recogniti on and failure to act in ti me lead to higher losses.
(2) A long drawn out insolvency process for fi nancial fi rms, can have far-

reaching ramifi cati ons for the economy (e.g. IL&FS).
(3) An early resoluti on can lessen the impact of fi rm failure on the economy, 

and lead to more effi  cient allocati on of capital.
Issues   Hike in Deposit Insurance:

(1) Reports suggest that the government may raise the deposit insurance 
scheme to cover deposits up to Rs 3 lakh or more.

(2) The cost of insurance could be deducted from the interest off ered to 
depositors.

(3) This was the reason why the bail-in clause in the FRDI Bill sparked widespread 
protests.

  Fall in Interest rates:
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(1) Interest on savings accounts is already falling to around 3.5%,.
(2) Interest on term deposits has slipped below 7%.
(3) The further fall will hit the vast millions, including senior citi zens, who live 

on interest income.
Some 
Challenges

  As there are depositors to deal with, the resoluti on/liquidati on of fi nancial 
fi rms is a challenging process.

  The inter-linkages between fi nancial fi rms and the broader economy complicates 
it further.

Way ahead   A Strong Mechanism:
(1) A robust fi nancial resoluti on mechanism is the need of hour.
(2) A mechanism should be created with fi xing issues of ownership, safety and 

regulatory accountability.
  Supervision:

(1) Depositor's primary concern is the safety of their savings.
(2) Hence there is need of regulatory accountability and strict supervision of all 

intermediaries.
  Insurance Premium:

(1) must ensure that the bank deposits get adequate coverage in the reworked 
FRDI legislati on.

  Role of Government and RBI:
(1) The Reserve Bank and the government has to be cauti ous as more banks 

could go under because of economic slowdown and bad lending practi ces.
(2) Most of the investors belong to the lower strata of the society or reti red 

people who cannot risk their life’s savings.
(3) Government is expected to do well to bring the FRDI Bill back with 

modifi cati ons to address the issues that have been raised.
Source The Hindu, India Today, ET, IE.



Syllabus   GS2: Executi ve structure of State.
Questi on   Discuss the need of Governors in Indian States. Is there a need to reform the 

role of Governors in India? If so suggest measures for reforming the Governor’s 
offi  ce.

Why in news?   The formati on of Government in Maharashtra aft er the electi on and the 
impositi on of President’s rule recently highlighted the Consti tuti onal ambiguity 
in the role of Governors and the use of discreti onary powers.

Importance of  
Governors in 
Indian polity

  Bridge connecti ng the Union and the States: Governors act as the link that 
joins Centre & the States.

  For Ex: it is the duty of the Governor, as a representati ve of the centre to 
ensure that the functi ons in a state is in accordance with provisions under 
the Consti tuti on.

5    Offi  ce of Governor: Issues and reforms  
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  President’s rule: In situati ons like breakdown of consti tuti onal machinery in a 
state it is the Governor who runs the State. 

  Role in Government formati on: It is the governor who invites the elected 
party to form government in a State aft er electi ons, uses his discreti on to invite 
parti es. If not him who is going to discharge this functi on.

  Protecti on of Legality of laws passed by state assemblies: 
  It is the governor who scruti nizes the bills passed by State Legislati ve 

Assemblies. 
  He is the one who checks if the law violates consti tuti onal provisions or 

not.
  He reserves it for president or sends it back to the state govt for 

reconsiderati on.
  Special powers and responsibiliti es on Governors: They have special 

responsibiliti es in states like Nagaland (art 371A) & Arunachal Pradesh (Art 
371H) to overrule the decision of the CM on a law & order situati on. 

Need for 
Reforms

  Governor’s Offi  ce has been turned into a politi cal offi  ce. Oft en career 
politi cians are made governor of another state by the ruling govt.

  Non-Neutrality of the Offi  ce of the Governor: As an agent of the Centre, the 
governors have oft en been criti cized of favouring the ruling party in the centre 
over issues of the state.

  The offi  ce is Undemocrati c: Governor, though a public offi  ce, is neither directly 
nor indirectly elected by the people, not even by a panel.  

  Misuse of Powers: 
  Consti tuti on though has given powers under Arti cle 154 to Governor but 

has not clearly defi ned the extent and the procedure to use them. The 
loopholes are hence misused at the will of Central govt. 

  For example: Power to withhold assent to bills passed by the state Legislati ve 
assembly are wide and unguided.

  Qualifi cati ons under Arti cle 157: The consti tuti on menti ons only two 
qualifi cati ons for Governor: (a)Citi zen of india & (b) Should be above 35 years 
of age. This clearly gives powers in the hands of it’s appointees for misuse.

Measures to 
Reform

  Recommendati ons by Sarkaria Commission
(1) Acti ve politi cians: should not be appointed as governors.
(2) Governor should not belong to Ruling Party at the centre: Not when the 

state & centre are ruled by diff erent politi cal parti es.
(3) Reti ring governors: should be debarred from accepti ng any  offi  ce of profi t.
(4) Aboliti on of offi  ce of Governor and his selecti on by a Panel: It rejected the 

demand for aboliti on of offi  ce of governor as well as his selecti on from a 
panel of names given by state governments.

  Recommendati ons by Punchhi Commission:
(1) Limit Discreti onary Powers of Governor: There should be clear guidelines 

on the appointment of Chief Minister to limit Governor’s discreti onary 
powers.

(2) Appointment to the post of Governors: No role in Acti ve Politi cs prior to 
appointment: incumbent should have stayed away from acti ve politi cs for 
at least 2 years prior to his appointment, even at local level.
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(3) Allow CM to have a say in the appointment of governor.
(4) Committ ee for appointment of Governors: It may comprise of the Prime 

Minister, Speaker of Lok Sabha, CM of concerned state & Vice President.
(5) Removal of the Governors: Delete Phrase “during the pleasure of the 

President”: He should not be removed at the will of the central govt.
(6) Removal via state legislature resoluti on only.
(7) Provision for the impeachment of governor by the state legislature should 

be introduced.
(8) Reserve the Post of Governor for non-politi cal appointees and Preference 

to eminent personaliti es rather than disposing of the reti ring politi cians 
as governors.

  SC may lay down procedural guidelines and laws: On how the governor should 
go forward in case an electi on yields splintered result.

  Independence of Governors offi  ce:
(1) Provide Fixed tenure: arbitrary dismissal of governors should be done away 

with. An Impeachment process could be introduced to ensure security of 
tenure and teeth in functi oning.

(2) Should not be allowed to acquire politi cal positi ons for a certain period 
aft er leaving the post.

  Power to reserve Bills: 
(1) This power should be exercised only in unusual cases and not with malicious 

intent.
(2) He/she can be legally made to obtain the view of High Courts before 

reserving the Bill.
  Judicial Scruti ny:

(1) SC has already confi rmed its powers to review the acti on of Governors.
(2) The decisions and materials provided by Governor can be subjected to 

judicial Scruti ny. For ex: it happened in Maharashtra Govt. formati on 
recently.

Way Forward   Time to reform: It is necessary to reform the role of governor to put an end 
to conti nuous misuse for parti san politi cal ends which threatens federalism & 
democracy in our country.

  Accountability and Transparency: Reforms should ensure that the powers 
and privileges att ached to the offi  ce of Governor must be partnered with 
accountability, liability, scruti nizati on and transparency.

Source PRS, The Hindu, Telegraph India
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Syllabus   GS-II: Government policies and interventi ons.

Questi on   Discuss Citi zenship (Amendment) Act(CAA) & it’s important provisions. 
Elaborate the need of an Act this kind and the  issues surrounding it.

Why in news?   Recently the Citi zenship(Amendment)Bill, 2019 became an Act aft er receiving 
President’s assent. However, there has been turmoil across citi es and states 
with demonstrati ons both against and for the bill.

What is 
CAA and its 
important 
provisions

  Citi zenship (Amendment) Act 2019: It seeks to amend Citi zenship Act, 1955 to 
grant Indian citi zenship to non-Muslim refugees who faced religious persecuti on 
i.e Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis & Christi ans from Pakistan, Bangladesh 
& Afghanistan, who came to india on or before December 31, 2014.

  Provisions in the Act diff erent from Citi zenship Act, 1955:
  Illegal migrant’s defi niti on:

(1) Citi zenship Act, 1955 prohibits illegal migrants from acquiring Indian citi zenship.
(2) As per CAA, the minority groups (Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis & 

Christi ans from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan) will not be treated 
as illegal migrants.

(3) Conditi on to get this benefi t: they must have also been exempted from the 
Foreigners Act, 1946 and the Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920 by the 
central government.

  Consequences of acquiring citi zenship: On acquiring citi zenship a person shall 
be deemed to be an Indian citi zen from the date of his/her entry into India 
& all legal proceedings against them, in respect of their illegal migrati on or 
citi zenship, will be closed.

  Excepti on to North East States:
(1) Sixth Schedule areas: Provisions on citi zenship for illegal migrants will not 

apply Karbi Anglong (Assam), Garo Hills (Meghalaya), Chakma District 
(Mizoram), & Tripura Tribal Areas District.

(2) Inner Line Permit Areas: It will not apply Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram & 
Nagaland protected by inner line permit under Bengal Eastern Fronti er 
Regulati on, 1873.

  Citi zenship by naturalisati on:
(1) One of the qualifi cati ons under the 1955 Act, is that he/she must have 

resided in India or served the central govt: (i) for the 12 months immediately 
preceding the applicati on for citi zenship, and (ii) for 11 of the 14 years 
preceding the 12-month period.

(2) The 2019 Act relaxes this 11 yr period to 5 yrs, for people belonging to 6 
religions in the three countries.

  Overseas Citi zen of India cardholder registrati on cancellati on:
(1) The 1955 Act provides that the central government may cancel registrati on 

of OCIs on grounds, like registrati on through fraud, or if within 5 years of 
registrati on, the OCI was sentenced to imprisonment for 2 years or more.

6 Citi zenship Amendment Act
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(2) 2019 Act adds one more ground for cancelling i.e, if the OCI has violated 
any law in the country.

Need   Persecuti on because of Religion:
(1) Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan are declared Islamic Republics. The 

torture of non-Muslims by the state may not be a reality but it is by non-
state actors like Islamic extremist groups.

(2) This will give relief to all those refugees who comprise the minority in 
these countries i.e Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, Buddhists, Christi ans and Parsis 
without any valid document.

  Diffi  culty in acquiring citi zenship in India: These refugees have been facing 
diffi  culty in getti  ng Long Term Visa (LTV) or Citi zenship because of lack of valid 
proof of their India origin.

  Citi zenship through Naturalisati on: The long 11 years’ residency in India as a 
conditi on denies them and their children the opportuniti es to make progress 
in life in India.

  Permanent Stay: The persecuted refugees obviously would want to permanently 
reside in a safe and secure locati on. 

  Victi ms of Parti ti on: granti ng citi zenship to these refugees might help the 
victi ms of parti ti on like the Hindu-Bengalis of East Pakistan.

Issues   Disti ncti on on the basis of religion:
(1) In the secular India, never before has religion been specifi cally identi fi ed in 

the citi zenship law as the ground for disti nguishing between citi zens and 
non-citi zens.

(2) Even Shia Muslims & Ahmadiyas are also persecuted. Ahmadiyas are not 
considered as Muslims in Pakistan, therefore they fall in the government 
created category of religion based persecuted category.  

(3) The Act only considers religious persecuti on and not social & politi cal 
persecuti on.

  Arti cle 14 (Right to Equality): the arti cle prohibits discriminati on in the name 
of religion, however CAA takes religion as the base to defi ne persecuti on and 
grant citi zenship.

  Art 14 allows for creati ng a classifi cati on but such classifi cati on must be 
  Reasonable
  Must have a rati onal goal. (SC has ruled that such a goal must be a just goal)
  It must not be arbitrary (SC has earlier said that saying no to people on 

the basis of religion is arbitrariness. In Chitra Ghosh case, SC said that a 
classifi cati on based on religion, language, sex and place of birth is not 
reasonable.)

  Cut off  date - The criteria for cut off  date before which the illegal immigrants 
will be eligible to gain Citi zenship Act is not clear. 

  Against Secularism: As per various judgments of the Supreme Court, 
Secularism as menti oned in the Preamble is part of the basic structure of 
Indian consti tuti on. The govt. cannot make laws diluti ng the basic structure 
and against consti tuti onal morality.

  Cancellati on of OCI card on vague charges: Provides wide discreti on to the 
government to cancel OCI registrati ons for both major off ences like murder 
and minor off ences like wrong parking or breaking traffi  c rules.
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  Why Refugees from other neighbours excluded: Act is not granti ng citi zenship 
to Rohingya refugees from Myanmar and Tamils from Sri Lanka who are also 
minoriti es being persecuted there. Bhutan too is a neighbour with a state 
religion and a persecuted Christi an morality. 

  Bilateral Ties: It indirectly tries to label our neighbouring countries as 
insti tuti ons of religious oppression which might worsen bilateral ti es. 
Bangladesh, with whom relati ons have been stable, has raised the issue and 
cancelled two important visits by its dignitaries to India. 

  Fails on the whole idea of internati onal refugee law:
  Even though India has not endorsed the UN Refugee Conventi on, 1955, 

granti ng refuge based on humanitarian grounds is arguably a norm of 
customary internati onal law.

  Shelter to individuals of a select religion defeats not only intenti on but also 
the rati onality of refugee policy.

  Narrati ves of Parti ti on: Introducing religion as a principle in the citi zenship 
law and tagging out Muslims as a residual category, reiterates the narrati ve of 
parti ti on, without incorporati ng the principles of inclusion which were present 
in both the consti tuti on of India and the Citi zenship Act of 1955 at its incepti on.

  The Northeast Problem:
(1) Infi ltrati on from Bangladesh is a major problem in Assam who have 

changed it’s demography already as well as putti  ng a strain on resources 
and the economy.

(2) CAA doesn’t consider Bangladeshi Hindus as illegal immigrants.
(3) Implicit consequence: people only from the Muslim community in 

Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh will be treated as illegal immigrants.
(4) Assam Accord of 1985, clearly states that illegal migrants heading in from 

Bangladesh aft er March 25, 1971, would be deported but CAA off ers 
citi zenship to those who entered on or before 31st Dec, 2014.

  Other State Related Anxiety:
(1) Mizoram fear: Chakma(Buddhists) & Hajongs(Hindu) from Bangladesh may 

be favoured by the Act.
(2) Meghalaya and Nagaland are apprehensive of migrants of Bengali stock.
(3) Groups in Arunachal Pradesh fear the new rules may benefi t Chakmas and 

Tibetans.
(4) Manipur wants the Inner-line Permit System to stop outsiders from entering 

the state.
Source RSTV, the Hindu, PRS
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Syllabus   GS3: Agriculture.
Questi on   Recently, PMO set up a GoM (Group of Ministers) to discuss the draft  of Model 

Agricultural Land Leasing Act, prepared by an expert panel of NITI Aayog in 
2016. What are the key provisions in draft  of the Act. Discuss why we need such 
an Act and the concerns.

Why in news?   Recently, Prime Minister’s Offi  ce set up a group of 12 ministers(GoM) to resolve 
diff erences over the proposed draft  of Model Agricultural Land Leasing Act, 
2016.

What is Model 
Agricultural 
Land Leasing 
Act?

  Draft  Model Agricultural Land Leasing Act, 2016, prepared  by: Niti  Aayog’s 
expert panel, chaired by T. Haq.

  Recommendati ons focussed mainly on legalising land leasing at nati onal level 
to improving agricultural effi  ciency, promoti ng equity & poverty reducti on.

Key Provisions   Complete Security of:
(1) Land ownership rights of land owner. 
(2) Tenure for tenants

  Mutual Agreement:
(1) Mutual Consent: Easy leasing out of his/her land with mutual consent for 

agriculture & allied acti viti es.
(2) Mutually acknowledged terms & conditi ons: Lease terms & conditi ons to 

be determined mutually by the land owner & tenant.
  Doctrine of Adverse Possession:

(1) It means a person who is not the original owner of land becomes the 
owner because he had been in possession of the property for a minimum 
of twelve years, within which the real owner did not seek legal recourse to 
oust him.

(2) Removal of “adverse possession” of land secti on in the land laws of various 
states;

(3) Tenants claim on Land: As per the Act, Lessee’s claim on land will not be 
valid under any circumstances.

  Automati c Resumpti on:
(1) Resumpti on means that the person or authority which resumes the 

property has pre-existi ng rights over it.
(2) Permits “automati c land resumpti on” aft er agreed lease period.

  Faciliti es for Tenants:
(1) Opportuniti es for Tenants: giving access to bank credits, crop insurance, 

disaster relief, thus encouraging to invest in agriculture;
(2) Enti tlements to tenants: lets tenant to receive back unused investment 

value aft er the terminati on of tenancy.
  Special Land Tribunal in the Civil Courts: To resolve disputes between the 

landlord & tenant.

7 Model Agricultural Land Leasing Act
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Need of Such 
an Act

  Boosti ng Private Investment in agriculture:
(1) Lack of a robust and reliable insti tuti onal framework: acts as a deterrent 

for private investments in agriculture.
(2) Allowing corporates for contract farming: leasing of agricultural lands by 

corporates may lead to increased fl ow of investment.
  Tenancy Laws vary from state to state: Some state have absolute prohibiti ons, 

some allow for qualifi ed leasing while others have restricti ve tenancy laws. 
  Informal Tenancy arrangements: It not only promotes insecurity among 

tenants but at the same ti me reduces operati onal portability of landowners, 
leaving the system ineff ectual.

Important 
Concerns in 
the Act

  Diversion of Agriculture Land For Commercial purpose:
(1) Proposed form allows leasing of agricultural land for allied acti viti es 

like animal husbandry, fi shrey, plantati on crops, poultry farming, agro 
processing, stock-breeding, agro forestry etc.

(2) Trimming of land: Once agricultural land is transferred to allied acti viti es, 
it will reduce the total land stock available for crop culti vati on with an 
adverse impact on producti on of fi eld crops.

(3) Change in land use patt ern for a very long period, if not permanently: 
Ex: if land is used for plantati on crops, agroforestry & agro-processing 
acti viti es, it is very likely that the transferred land may not remain suitable 
for growing fi eld crops once it is resumed to the lessor.

  Contract farming, parti cularly by corporates: it might aff ect the food security 
in the country, if choice of crops is solely moti vated by profi t.

  Lease Period:
(1) It allows lease contracts between parti es for an indefi nite period without 

the interference of the govt. to fi x a minimum or maximum lease period.
(2) Prescribing ceiling on lease period (may be, for 5 or 6 yrs):
(a) It will not only help the lessee to complete one life cycle of agricultural 

allied acti viti es (animal husbandry, etc) but will also help the landlord to 
resume the culti vati on if he/she had quit the culti vati on in search of an 
alternati ve income opportuniti es but failed to succeed.

(b) It would also reduce the risk of any infl uence/pressure on the landlord 
to lease out the land for a very long period and it might become very 
diffi  cult for the survivors in the family to resume operati ng the land from 
an infl uenti al lessee.

(c) Also, if the lease period is not fi xed by govt. then it may increase the risk of 
losing the land permanently from food crops.

  Soil Health:
(1) It doesn’t clearly defi ne ‘what accounts for soil health damage’.
(2) Varying Interpretati on of damage may give rise to confl icts between 

landlords & tenants.
  Mortgaging of Land by a Tenant: Can a land already under lease be allowed 

mortgaging (or not), by a tenant who might want it while availing crop loans 
or term loans in case of allied acti viti es.

  Fragmentati on of Land Holdings needs considerati on by the NITI Aayog:
(1) Most land holdings in India are quite small in size. Leasing out only a porti on 

of that land will only fragment the land further.
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(2) If the plot of land is big (say more than 1 acre), the lessor may consider 
contracti ng it to more than one lessee.

Way Forward   Balancing equally: Though the draft ed Model Agricultural Land Leasing 
Act tries to equally benefi t both landlords (who prefer to enter into a lease 
agreement without the fear of losing ownership rights), & the tenants (who 
require protecti on from premature terminati on of lease contracts), but it also 
gives an edge to the latt er over the former.

  Allowing leased land to be used for acti viti es other than crop producti on and 
that too for an indefi nite period would certainly threaten food security on the 
whole.

  In the light of necessity, practi cality and desirability of encouraging land 
leasing, the concerns menti oned need a further considerati on by the NITI 
Aayog to give states a balanced and more acceptable model.

Source Economic ti mes, EPW, ICRISAT, NITI aayog



Syllabus   GSIII: Food processing and related industries in India.
Questi on   What is contract Farming. Bring out the pros & cons of contract farming while 

considering the state of contract farming in India. Do we need a law on contract 
farming, if so why?

Why in news?   Recently, Tamil Nadu became the fi rst State of India to enact a law on contract 
farming called “Tamil Nadu Agricultural Produce and Livestock Contract 
Farming and Services (Promoti on and Facilitati on) Act of 2019” on the lines of 
a model legislati on put out by the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare 
in May 2018.

What is 
contract 
farming

  FAO’s Defi niti on of Contract farming: It’s an agreement between farmers 
& processing and/or marketi ng fi rms for the producti on and supply of 
agricultural products under forward agreements, with terms & conditi ons like 
predetermined prices, supply of inputs, provision of technical advice by the 
purchaser, quanti ti es and quality standards.

  Intensity of the contractual arrangement varies according to the provisions in 
each of the following three areas:
(1) Market provision: Grower & buyer agree to terms & conditi ons for the 

future sale and purchase of a crop or livestock product;
(2) Resource provision: In conjuncti on with the marketi ng arrangements buyer 

agrees to supply selected inputs, including on occasions land preparati on 
and technical advice;

(3) Management specifi cati ons: Grower agrees to follow recommended 
producti on methods, input regimes & culti vati on and harvesti ng 
specifi cati ons.

8 Contract Farming in India
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Tamil Nadu 
Agri Produce 
and Livestock 
Contract 
Farming and 
Services  Act  

  It covers enti re range of acti viti es in the whole agri-value chain — from pre-
producti on to producti on to post-producti on.

  Restricti ons on Buyer: It prohibits the buyer from “raising any permanent 
structure or creati ng any kind of leasehold rights or any kind of charge of 
whatever nature” on lands of farmers.

  Dispute sett lement:
(1) If disputes can’t be sett led through negoti ati ons or mediati on, a dispute 

sett lement committ ee is approachable.
(2) The authoriti es have been empowered to recover a decretal amount as 

arrears of land revenue.
Pros   Hassle free producti on process for farmers produce:

(1) No need to bother about the sale of the crop through mandis
(2) No need to make provisions for insurance against crop failures
(3) Can have easy access to good quality inputs, extension services, grading 

and sorti ng of produce
  A secure and steady source of income for farmers:

(1) Many case studies of farmers under contract farming have pointed to the 
farmers being sati sfi ed with such contracts with big corporati on as it leads 
to relati vely risk-free farming.

(2) With contract farming in practi ce, the farmers can not only become 
prosperous but also feel secure about their future.

  Direct private investment in agricultural acti viti es
  Technology and New Skills learnt by farmers
  Food safety and quality concerns of the consumers addressed
  Promoti on of Food Processing Industry as the raw material could be ensured 

with contract farming.
  Help in reducing the number of people dependent on agriculture: Many of 

the problems in agriculture are due to the dependence of around half the 
populati on on it, but since producti vity is low, agriculture contributes only 15 
percent of the GDP.

  Contract farming is well suited for perishable products:
(1) Contract farming can help India save its fresh fruits and vegetables through 

cold chain soluti ons that include refrigerated trucks for transportati on.
Cons   Ecological damage

(1) This type of mono-culture has been causing environmental damages, 
around the world as only one type of crop is grown over and over again.

(2) Vulnerability to pest att acks and plant diseases increases, that can 
devastate the enti re crop producti on.

(3) Reduced Biodiversity: Contract farming across the world has also reduced 
biodiversity and has led to the destructi on of forests and the support for 
wildlife.

  Nature of Buyers: The big companies (buyers here),being profi t driven are not 
moti vated to opt for organic farming, using natural ferti lizers and pesti cides.

  Concerns in India
(1) Small and marginal farmers, including many women farmers, are unlikely 

to be tapped by contract farming, who need more help in accessing bett er 
inputs, technology and credit.
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(2) Size of Plot: Only mid-sized farms of a certain acreage are roped in for 
contract farming.

(3) Case of Tenant farmers: It will also not benefi t millions of tenant farmers 
who work on daily wages.  

  Exploitati on of Farmers:
(1) Farmers make a long-term investment, for example by building a special 

drainage system, over a short term contract, whose early terminati on by 
the contractor will translate into a loss.

(2) If payment is made aft er the crop is harvested the farmer depends enti rely 
on the buyer’s trustworthiness.

(3) If the crop is lost, the risk falls on the farmer and oft en no compensati on is 
provided.

Why we 
need a law 
on contract 
farming

  An unequal relati onship —the small farmer versus the giant corporati on.
(1) Big corporati ons have money power which translates to bargaining power 

vis-à-vis the farmers.
(2) In the beginning, they may agree to pay farmers according to their labour 

and other input costs, but gradually they can start paying them less.
(3) Monopsony situati on in which one buyer deals with many sellers — an 

arrangement which favours the buyer.
(4) Rejecti on of Crop: In case when there is rejecti on of the crop of contract 

farmers on the basis of quality of the produce or because it does not match 
the specifi c requirements, the farmers face a diffi  cult situati on as they do 
not have other outlets to sell the produce.

  The share of corporate profi ts in organised manufacturing has been rising 
compared to the share of workers’ wage, because of the big gains the 
corporates have been making in recent years through various tax exempti ons 
and lax implementati on of regulati ons.

Way Forward   Reducing dependence on agriculture is a goal of the Government. In future 
when dependency is low on agriculture with big corporati ons in play, there is a 
need for more eff ecti ve regulati on so that farmers’ rights are protected and 
land is not transferred to corporati ons.

  Farm Producers’ Organizati on (FPOs) should be involved in dealing with big 
corporati ons, the farmers could operate from a positi on of strength and 
leverage.

  Implementati on of legislati ve reforms like Model Agricultural Land Leasing Act 
2016.

Source The Hindu, Orf
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Questi on   What is Secti on 144 of CrPC and what are the powers it confers to government. 
Do we sti ll need a provision like this in a democracy.

Why in news?   Several State govt. sought to Secti on 144 of the Code Of Criminal Procedure 
(CrPC) of 1973, to contain the demonstrati ons against the recent Citi zenship 
Amendment Act (CAA).

Secti on 144 
and Power it 
confers

  Secti on 144 of CrPC, 1973: It’s a law under which any assembly of fi ve or more 
people in an area where it has been imposed, is prohibited and every member 
of such an 'unlawful assembly' can be booked for engaging in rioti ng.

  Powers it confers on the Administrati on:
(1) It empowers a district magistrate, a sub-divisional magistrate or any other 

executi ve magistrate specially empowered by the state government in this 
behalf to issue orders to prevent and address urgent cases of apprehended 
danger or nuisance.

(2) Emergency cases: The magistrate can pass orders without prior noti ce to 
the individual against whom the order is directed.

(3) A magistrate can direct any person to abstain from a certain act or to take a 
certain order with respect to certain property in his possession or under his 
management which usually includes restricti ons on movement, carrying 
arms & from assembling unlawfully.

  No order passed under Secti on 144 can remain in force for more than 2 months 
from the date of the order, unless the state govt. considers it necessary. Even 
then, the total period cannot extend to more than six months.

Need for 
Secti on 144

  Protecti on of Arti cle 21: secti on 144 helps in preventi ng the violati on of Right 
to life and liberty (Art 21) of common citi zens by few others.

  Protecti on of public property because of protests.
  Maintain peace and order where trouble could disrupt the regular life.
  Preventi ng the spreading of provocati ve informati on via shutti  ng down 

communicati on system like internet, mobile communicati on etc..
Criti cism   Absolute Powers to Magistrate:

(1) Power conferred is absolute in terms of maintaining law & order
(2) The term of “apprehended danger or nuisance” is too broad enough to 

give absolute power to a magistrate.
(3) Most decisions to impose depends on the magistrate’s discreti on whose 

discreti on is not questi onable in court as well.
  Violati on of Fundamental Rights:

(1) Arti cle 21-right to life and personal liberty, as people can’t even move 
freely and meet.

(2) Arti cle 19-Freedom of Speech and Expression:  

9 Secti on 144
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  Remedy against rights violati on: An aggrieved person can approach the HC via 
fi ling a writ peti ti on if his fundamental rights are at stake, however there are 
fears that before the court intervenes, the rights have already been infringed 
upon.

  Misuse of Powers:
(1) As per law the orders under Secti on 144 have to meet the test of "reasonable 

restricti ons" as per Arti cle 19.
(2) SC has already ruled that “mere likelihood of danger” is not a ground to 

invoke Sec.144
(3) However, the secti on was imposed on an enti re city(Bengaluru) and an 

enti re state (Utt ar Pradesh) that too in the absence of a proximate threat.
  A Colonial Legacy: It was fi rst imposed in India when it was under Briti sh control 

and used during freedom struggle.
  Communicati on Blockade under Secti on 144:

(1) Rules for suspending telecommunicati on services like SMS, internet, 
landline, fall under Temporary Suspension of Telecom Services(Public 
Emergency or Public Safety) Rules, 2017 which are authorised by Secretary 
of State.

(2) However, Secti on 144 CrPC has oft en been used to clamp down on 
telecommunicati on services and order Internet shutdowns.

Way Forward   Secti on 144 is not unconsti tuti onal if applied in the sense that it was inserted 
in CrPC to help deal with emergencies.

  However, absence of any narrow tailoring of wide executi ve powers with specifi c 
objecti ves, coupled with very limited judicial oversight over the executi ve 
branch, makes it ripe for abuse and misuse.

Source Indian Express, Business Standards



Syllabus GS 2 Polity and Governance Judiciary in India and issues related to maintenance 
of law and order

Questi on Q. What are the major impediments in securing fair and speedy trial in India? 
Suggest remedies to ensure ti me bound investi gati on and trials.

Why is it in 
news?

  The recent police encounters of the accused in the Disha rape and murder case 
has raised questi ons about the effi  cacy of the criminal justi ce system in India.

Introducti on   What is Criminal Justi ce System?
(1) The Criminal Justi ce System (CJS) includes the insti tuti ons/agencies and 

processes established by a government to control crime in the country.
(2) This includes components like police, courts, prisons and other law 

enforcement agencies.

10 Criminal Justi ce System: 
Issues and Reforms 
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  Aim of CJS: To protect the rights and personal liberty of individuals and the 
society against its invasion by others.

  Objecti ves of CJS:
(1) To prevent the occurrence of crime
(2) To punish the transgressors and criminals
(3) To look aft er rehabilitati on and reform of criminals
(4) To compensate the victi m
(5) To maintain law and order
(6) To deter off enders from committi  ng any crime

  Consti tuti onal Provision:  The criminal laws and the criminal procedure code 
are contained in the Concurrent list of the 7th schedule of the consti tuti on of 
India. Police and Public order is placed in the state list. 

Historical 
background 
and evoluti on 
of CJS

  Age old system:
(1) Since ancient periods diff erent law enforcement systems evolved in diff erent 

regions under diff erent rulers.
(2) The codifi cati on of criminal laws in India was done during the Briti sh rule.

  Formulati on of IPC (1860):
(1) The Indian Penal Code (IPC) is the offi  cial criminal code of India draft ed in 

1860.
(2) Based on the recommendati ons of fi rst Law Commission of India established 

in 1834 under the Charter Act of 1833.
  Code of Criminal Procedure (1973):

(1) It provides detailed procedures in respect of criminal proceedings such as 
arrest, appearance before magistrate, trial, convicti on, acquitt al etc.

(2) The regular business of courts is carried out according to the provisions of 
CrPC.

  Madhav Menon Committ ee(2007):
(1) The committ ee was established to draft  a nati onal policy paper on criminal 

justi ce system
(2) Key recommendati ons

(a) Establishing nati onal level authority to deal with crimes related to 
nati onal security

(b) Comprehensive overhaul of enti re criminal justi ce system
(c) Creati on of victi m compensati on fund

Need for 
reforms

  Underproducti vity of courts: About 4.53 million cases are pending in the High 
Courts and 31.43 million cases are pending in the District courts of India

  Undertrial prisoners:
(1) India has one of the world’s largest number of undertrial prisoners.
(2) According to NCRB -Prison Stati sti cs India (2015), 67.2% of our total prison 

populati on comprises of under trial prisoners.
  Rising complexiti es of crimes: Due to technological innovati ons, the complexiti es 

of crimes are rising day by day calling for reforms in the investi gati on as well as 
trials

  Lacunae in investi gati on: Improper investi gati on leads to delays in justi ce and 
results in lower convicti on rates.

  Low convicti on rate:
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(1) In India only about 16 percent of people booked for criminal off ences are 
fi nally convicted.

(2) Low rate of convicti on points to the ineffi  ciency of the police, prosecutors, 
and the judiciary.

  Reposing faith in rule of law: Low convicti on rates over the ti me has resulted 
in rising discontent and demand for instant justi ce from the masses and thus 
there is need to take steps to re-establish faith in the rule of law.

Prakash 
Singh case. 7 
directi ves of 
Police reforms 
- ensuring 
autonomy and 
accountability 

   Consti tute a State Security Commission (SSC) to:
(1) Ensure that the state government does not exercise unwarranted infl uence 

or pressure on the police.
(2) Lay down broad policy guideline and
(3) Evaluate the performance of the state police 

   Ensure that the DGP is appointed through merit based transparent process 
and secure a minimum tenure of two years.

  Ensure that other police offi  cers on operati onal duti es are also provided a 
minimum tenure of two years. 

  Separate the investi gati on and law and order functi ons of the police 
   Set up a Police Establishment Board (PEB) to decide transfers, posti ngs, 

promoti ons and other service related matt ers of police offi  cers of and below 
the rank of Deputy Superintendent of Police and make recommendati ons on 
posti ngs and transfers above the rank of Deputy

  Superintendent of Police
  Set up a Police Complaints Authority (PCA) at state level to inquire into 

public complaints against police offi  cers of and above the rank of Deputy 
Superintendent of Police in cases of serious misconduct, including custodial 
death, grievous hurt, or rape in police custody and at

  district levels to inquire into public complaints against the police personnel 
below the rank of Deputy Superintendent of Police in cases of serious 
misconduct.

  Set up a Nati onal Security Commission (NSC) at the union level to prepare a 
panel for selecti on and placement of Chiefs of the Central Police Organisati ons 
(CPO) with a minimum tenure of two years. 

Judicial 
reforms

NITI Aayog has recommended following measures for bringing reforms in the 
judiciary

  Judicial performance index (JPI)- It will help the high courts and its chief justi ces 
to keep track of performance and process improvement.

  Separate administrati ve cadre: Aim: to reduce workload on judges. This 
cadre should report to Chief Justi ce in each high court to maintain judicial 
independence.

  Use of automati on and ICT: For e-court and case management, including 
e-management of court schedules

  Online real ti me judicial stati sti cs: It will help in determining the adequacy of 
judicial manpower and infrastructure to deal with work load of cases.

Prison reforms   Filling the vacancies of Jail Staff - This can enable bett er uti lizati on of open 
spaces within the prison and maintenance of security.

  Bail for undertrials and proper legal aid to them.
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(1) The SC has issued directi ons to ensure that under trials, who form a 
signifi cant proporti on of the prison populati on, are released, if they are 
eligible to be released under the provisions of Secti on 437 of the CrPC.

(2) It has been observed that most of the under trials are from the weaker 
secti on of the society who don't have enough means to get bail. Legal aid 
can help them in getti  ng bail and reduce the burden on jails.

  Innovati ve steps like Open Prisons of Rajasthan
(1) A prisoner, who has completed one-third of his sentence inside the prison, 

has successfully completed three paroles and has maintained good conduct 
during his stay in prison is eligible for a permanent parole (Rajasthan 
Prisoner Release on Parole Rules, 1958), whereby he is put under certain 
conditi ons for the remaining part of his sentence.

(2) Where the prison terms are longer than a year and the prisoner is not a 
danger to the society, there should be a provision for periodic remissions so 
that he can meet his family and aft er completi on of his term can be easily 
integrated into the society.

  Women prisoners: Women prisoners must be treated more sympatheti cally and 
allowed to meet their families frequently so that they can remain emoti onally 
stable and respond to the correcti ve measures at the prison.

Recomme-
ndati ons of 
Malimath 
committ ee

  Separate criminal division in higher courts: The higher courts should have a 
separate criminal division consisti ng of judges who have specialised in criminal 
law.

  Inquisitorial system of investi gati on:
(1) In the inquisitorial system, the courts take acti ve part in the investi gati on 

process and issue directi ons to the investi gati ng offi  cer as and when 
required in the interest of justi ce. Eg. Germany and France.

  The right of accused: Accused shall be apprised of his rights and the procedure 
for this purpose should be codifi ed.

  Nati onal Security Commission and State Security Commission: The government 
must take steps to set up Nati onal Security Commission and State Security 
Commissions.

  Curtailing Right to Silence:
(1)  Arti cle 20(3) of the consti tuti on protects the accused from being compelled 

to be a witness against himself.
(2) The courts should be given liberty to questi on the accused and arrive 

at adverse stand if the accused denies to give any informati on on being 
questi oned.

  Aboliti on of capital punishment: Capital punishment should be abolished and 
should be substi tuted with life imprisonment without commission or remission.

Government 
initi ati ves

  The Legal Services Authority Act, 1987: To provide free and competent legal 
service to the weaker secti on of society.

  Gram Nyayalayas and Lok Adalat:
(1)  To provide access to justi ce to the citi zens at their doorsteps.
(2) No court fee is to be paid for resoluti on on cases and the focus is on amicable 

sett lement of disputes which are compoundable in nature.
  E-Courts system: The eCourts Mission Mode Project is a nati onal eGovernance 

project for ICT enablement of district and subordinate courts of the country.
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  In camera proceedings: Under the E-courts project, the government is in process 
of installing systems for recording of statements through video conferencing 
and conducti ng the court proceedings

Way forward   All India Judicial Service (AIJS): To fi ll vacancies in judicial offi  ces and thus 
strengthen justi ce delivery system

  Nati onal Court of Appeal: A separate Nati onal Court of Appeal with benches 
at multi ple locati ons in the country to relieve the Supreme Court of the burden 
of appeals.

  Strengthening prosecuti on wing: The prosecuti on wing of the police should be 
strengthened and the wing should work acti vely with the Public Prosecutors to 
bring the perpetrators to justi ce.

  Restructuring IPC and CrPC: CrPC and IPC must undergo a comprehensive 
overhaul to remove the loopholes in law and simplify them for bett er law 
enforcement.

  Implementi ng Malimath committ ee recommendati ons: Government 
must review the recommendati ons of the Malimath committ ee and hold 
consultati ons with civil society groups, judicial offi  cers, police chiefs and prison 
authoriti es for streamlining the justi ce delivery mechanism.

  Prison reforms:
(1) Prisons must be rechristened as correcti onal centres intended to reform a 

criminal.
(2) The principle of reformati ve punishment calls for punishment just and fair 

enough to reform a prisoner rather than making him more hardened.
Sources The Hindu, Indian Express, Live-law, Live Mint, E-Courts website



Syllabus GS 3: Indian Economy and issues relati ng to planning, mobilizati on of resources, 
growth, development and employment.

Questi on   Criti cally analyse the Industrial Relati ons Code Bill 2019.  
Why is it in the 
news ?

  The Union government recently approved the Industrial Relati on Code Bill.
  This would be the third code under labour reforms.

Introducti on   The government wants to codify 44 central labour laws into four broad codes.
  Besides the Industrial Relati on Code, following are the other three:

(1) Code on Wages-  Parliament has already approved.
(2) Code on Occupati onal Safety, Health and Working Conditi ons Bill- Likely in  

budget session.
(3) The Code on Social Security- It has been introduced in Parliament.

  The draft  code on Industrial Relati ons has been prepared aft er amalgamati ng 
and rati onalizing the three Central Labour Acts:

11 Industrial Relati ons Code



 Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs December - 2019  (Study Material)   35

The Unique Academy

(1) The Trade Unions Act, 1926
(2) The Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) Act, 1946
(3) The Industrial Disputes Act, 1947.

About the 
Code

  Aim: To improve the business environment in the country by reducing the 
labour compliance burden of industries.

  What it proposes?
(1) To make it easier for an employer to engage and disengage workers based 

on requirement.
(2) To make the process of hiring and fi ring smoother depending on elasti city 

of demand in the shop fl oor.
  Background:

(1) Industrial relati ons in India have long been seen as a sore point for 
investors.

(2) There are multi plicity of laws and most of them are being viewed as one-
sided in favour of workmen and unions.

(3) There were some restricti ons being imposed on the running or closure of 
businesses.

(4) India ranks 103 out of 141 countries on the competi ti veness of its labor 
market (according to the World Economic Forum).

(5) The new code is a part of the government’s initi ati ve to rejig labour and 
employment laws.

Key Provisions 
of the Code

  Fixed term Employment:
(1) A worker can be hired for any durati on, depending on season and orders.
(2) Fixed-term employees will get all statutory benefi ts like social security, 

wages, etc.
  Trade Unions:

(1) Seven or more members of a trade union can apply to register it. 
(2) Trade unions having membership of at least 10% of the workers or 100 

workers (whichever is less) will be registered.
  Negoti ati ng unions:

(1) If there is only one trade union in an industry, then that would be recognised 
as the sole negoti ati ng union of the workers. 

(2) In case of multi ple trade unions, the trade union with support of at least 
75% of workers will be recognised as the negoti ati ng union.

(3) When no single union covers 75% of the workers, representati ves from 
all unions with 10% or more worker membership can form a negoti ati ng 
council.

  Noti ce of change: Employers who propose changes in the conditi ons of service 
are required to give a noti ce to the workers. 

  Lay-off  and retrenchment:
(1) The Code defi nes lay-off  as the inability of an employer, due to shortage of 

power, coal or breakdown of machinery, from giving employment to a worker. 
(2) It provides for employers to terminate the services of a worker 

(Retrenchment). 
(3) Employers of industries with at least 100 workers are required to take prior 

permission of the central or state government before lay-off , retrenchment 
or closure.
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  Basic wages and dearness allowances:
(1) Industrial establishments in which 50 to 100 workers are employed, are 

required to pay 50% of basic wages and dearness allowance to a worker 
who has been laid off .

(2) The establishment also obliged to give one month’s noti ce and wages for 
such period to a worker who has been retrenched.

  Voluntary arbitrati on:
(1) Industrial disputes to be voluntarily referred to arbitrati on by the employer 

and workers. 
(2) Aft er investi gati ng the dispute, the arbitrator will submit the arbitrati on 

award to the government.
  Resoluti on of industrial disputes:

(1) The central or state governments may appoint conciliati on offi  cers to 
mediate and promote sett lement of industrial disputes.

(2) If no sett lement is arrived at, then any party to the dispute can make an 
applicati on to the Industrial Tribunal. 

  Tribunals: The bill provides for setti  ng up of a two-member tribunal so as to 
some of the important cases will be adjudicated jointly.

Signifi cance   The Codifi cati on removes multi plicity of defi niti ons.
  Bett er Compliance and Ease of doing Business:

(1) Flexibility in running any business is considered most valuable asset available 
to an enterprise.

(2) The code paves the way for requirement based hiring.
(3) Organisati ons can use fi xed-term employees with greater confi dence, 

especially for project-based work/short-term demands.
  Bring transparency and accountability:

(1) The fi xed term employees are enti tlement to wages as well as statutory and 
social security benefi ts at par with regular employees.

(2) It will lead to bett er industrial relati ons, and thus higher producti vity.
  Promote new enterprises and creati ng new opportuniti es.
  The reskilling fund is to be uti lised for crediti ng to workers in the manner to be 

prescribed.
Issues/Challe-
nges

  Terminati on aft er fi xed term will not be considered as retrenchment
  Weakens the Negoti ati ng Rights:

(1) As several trade unions are acti ve in companies, it will be tough for any one 
group to manage 75% support.

(2) This, thus, takes away the negoti ati ng rights of unions.
  Other Concerns of labours:

(1) Contractualizati on of the workforce/ Hiring and fi ring formalizati on.
(2) Curtailing their right to strike and even on mass leave.

  Government control:
(1) Under the Code, the ministry has amended the defi niti on of “strike” to 

bring “mass casual leave” within its ambit.
(2) The threshold for prior approval has been kept unchanged at 100 employees 

for exit provisions relati ng to retrenchment and others.
(3) The code allows the government to amend this threshold without seeking 

Parliament’s approval.
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(4) The code seeks to vest powers with the government offi  cers for adjudicati on 
of disputes involving penalty as fi nes.

Way ahead   The IR Code has made some positi ve leaps towards streamlining industrial 
relati ons and handling of disputes, but it sti ll falls short on criti cal aspects 
required to ensure fl exibility in operati ons in today’s dynamic economic 
environment.

  The government will need to convince labor unions of the benefi ts of the 
proposed changes.

Source The Hindu, PRS, LiveMint, BS.



Syllabus GS 2: Social Justi ce Mechanisms, laws, insti tuti ons and Bodies consti tuted for the 
protecti on of vulnerable secti ons.

Questi on Criti cally analyze the various provisions of Code on Social Security, 2019.
Why is it in the 
news ?

  Introduced in the Lok Sabha.
  The Bill seeks to amend and consolidate laws relati ng to the social security of 

employees, subsuming eight Central laws.
  As part of its reform initi ati ves, the labour ministry has decided to amalgamate 

44 labour laws into four codes:
(1) On wages
(2) Industrial relati ons
(3) Social security.
(4) Safety, and health and working conditi ons.

Key Provisions 
of the Code

  Social security fund:
(1) The bill seeks to establish a social security fund and use the corpus available 

under corporate social responsibility.
(2) The funds will be used to provide welfare benefi ts such as pension, medical 

cover, death and disablement benefi ts to all workers.
(3) All workers include unorganised sector workers, gig workers, platf orm 

workers, inter-state migrants and fi x-term employees.
  Gratuity on a pro-rata basis:

(1) The Bill seeks to make fi xed-term contract workers eligible for gratuity on a 
pro-rata basis.

(2) At present, workers are not enti tled to gratuity before completi ng fi ve years 
of conti nuous service, as prescribed in the Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972.

  Provident Fund contributi on:
(1) There is opti on for the reducti on of Provident Fund contributi on by 

employees in some sectors from 12% to 10%.
(2) The Bill retains employers’ PF contributi on at 12%.

12       Code on Social Security
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  Maternity Benefi t: Subject to the other provisions of the Code, every woman 
shall be enti tled to, and her employer shall be liable for, the payment of 
maternity benefi t.

  For Building workers: The code provides for levying and collecti ng cess for 
social security and welfare of building workers.

  Threshold Lowered:
(1) Firms with 10 or more workers will have to provide multi ple benefi ts to 

employees such as health and pension.
(2) Firms with less than 10 workers can do it voluntarily.

  The code Extends EPF, Employees' Pension Scheme and Employees Deposit 
Linked Insurance Scheme to all establishments employing 20 or more.

Signifi cance   Simplifi ed and Rati onalised:
(1) The Code proposes to amalgamate, simplify and rati onalise the central 

labour enactments relati ng to social security.
(2) It seeks to remove multi plicity of defi niti ons and authoriti es.

  Wide coverage of workers:
(1) The code covers organised, unorganised, contractual, gig workers, platf orm 

workers etc.
(2) The gig workers may soon get life and disability insurance, health and 

maternity benefi ts among others.
(3) The contract workers or the fi xed-term employees will come under the 

gratuity law now (on pro-rata basis).
  Hassle-free Regulatory Regime:

(1) The regulatory mechanism will be less regressive for both employer and the 
employees.

(2) An inspector under new code cannot open the EPF records more than fi ve 
years before. Earlier inspector could have inspected for many years back 
(even 30-40 years) to check whether a company has complied or not.

  Consumpti on Push: The reducti on in EPF rate for employees to get higher take-
home pay may boost consumpti on.

  Other Benefi ts:
(1) The Bill provides for maternity benefi t to the woman employees.
(2) It provide compensati on to the employees in case of the accidents while 

commuti ng from residence to place of work and vice-versa.
Issues   Lack of Clarity:

(1) The Code talks about social security, but does not specify how universal 
social security will be achieved. No concrete scheme has been spelt out in 
this directi on.

(2) It is not clear on who will provide benefi ts for gig workers- the state or the 
entrepreneurs who are promoters of the platf orm/enterprize.

  On Social Security:
(1) Many proposed initi ati ves in the draft  code to universalize social security 

have been left  to the states to decide.
(2) The code is silent on whether it can merge all social security schemes, to 

create one social security scheme for both informal and formal workers.
Way ahead   Comprehensive and Clear Policy:
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(1) There should be more clarity on Social security laws and on the laws made 
for unorganised/gig workers.

(2) The proper policy with clear classifi cati on of powers and authority needs to 
be spelt out.  

Source The Hindu, LiveMint, ET.



Syllabus GS 3: Infrastructure: Energy, Airports etc. and Investment models.
Questi on What is the need of divesti ng enti re stake in Air India? Also menti on the problems 

associated with the complete privati sati on.
Why is it in the 
news ?

  The government has decided to sell its enti re 100% stake in Air India.
  The fi rst att empt in 2018 had planned to retain a 24% stake in Air India.

Background   Shrinking Market Share and Competi ti on:
(1) Air India has witnessed a fall in the market during last four decades.
(2) Aft er the entry of other private players, Air India started facing competi ti on 

aft er a long period of monopoly.
  Air India’s privati sati on was fi rst proposed in 2000, when the government 

decided to sell 51% of equity. But the move was dropped later.
  Debt: More than Rs 50,000 crore.
  Some decisions that led to airline’s descent further:

(1) Acquisiti on of undeployable number of aircraft s. 
(2) The merger with Indian Airlines. Air India has not registered profi t since then.
(3) Liberal doling out of seats  to foreign airlines, leading to their dominati on of 

market.
  Disinvestment Proposals:

(1) The Union Cabinet in June 2018 gave its ‘in-principle’ nod to divest stakes in 
Air India.

(2) An initi al att empt to sell 49 per cent drew a blank.
(3) The att empt to sell 76 per cent did not att ract any buyer and it failed.

Why Disinve-
stment?

  Loss and Failing Revival Att empts:
(1) Eff orts to turn around the fi nances have failed with the eroding market 

share and conti nuous losses.
(2) The government has already transferred nearly Rs 30,000 crore of the 

airlines’ debt.
  People's money is being used to save the ailing Airline: The government money 

would be much bett er used to fund social and infrastructure programmes.
  Other Factors:

(1) Professional management with an eff ecti ve leadership.
(2) Sound fi nancial package that does not come with politi cal interference in its 

day-to-day operati ons.

13 Air India Crisis
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(3) Marketi ng skills have been lacking.
Why not to 
Privati se Air 
India?

  Parliamentary Panel:
(1) The parliamentary panel had opinion of not divesti ng government stake in 

Air India.
(2) The panel wanted grant of fi ve more years to revive and its debt writt en off .

  Nati onal Pride: Air India has always helped in the ti mes of calamiti es, social or 
politi cal unrest in India or abroad.

  Job Security:
(1) The future of huge number of employees hangs in the balance and there's 

no clarity on the subject.
(2) The panel had expressed apprehension over job loss and asked the 

government to make an assessment of the job loss before stake sale.
Issues/
Challenges

  Reluctance of Government: Air India is today struggling because the government 
hung on to its ownership for too long.

  Failure to Find Buyer: It failed to fi nd a buyer so far and the escalati ng economic 
slowdown aff ecti ng business prospects for all.

  Debt Burden: The losses are drain on the nati onal exchequer and the tax payer.
  Job Security- a challenge:

(1) Many think that their jobs are safe under government ownership.
(2) Jobs can only be safe if a company is commercially healthy, irrespecti ve of 

ownership.
  Lack of Communicati on:

(1) Failure to communicate with stakeholders over their legiti mate grievances.
  Lack of strategic directi on:

(1) The government focused on a fi nancial package, instead of tackling the core 
problem like the lack of a strategic/operati onal directi on

Way ahead   Divest 100% of the airline:
(1) Government fi nally decided to exit Air India completely.
(2) It will help the potenti al acquirer to transform it into a successful player.
(3) Equity retenti on will deter investors due to concerns of conti nued 

government interference post privati sati on.
  Clean-up the balance sheet: The airline can never be viable in its current form 

due to its massive debt and interest burden.
  Explaining it to stakeholders:

(1) All major stakeholders should be convinced that disinvestment is the best 
way forward.

  If not Privati sed: Let the company be run by an independent professional 
management like ITC.

Source The Hindu, Indian Express, India Today, HT.
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Syllabus GS 2: Governance Issues relati ng to Health
Questi on Q. Discuss the various issues related to organ donati on and organ transplantati on 

in India.
Introducti on   Organ donati on: Organ donati on is the donati on of biological ti ssue or an organ 

of the human body, from a living or dead person to a living recipient in need of 
a transplantati on.

  What is Transplant: A transplant is a medical procedure where one person’s 
dysfuncti onal organ or ti ssue is replaced by that of a healthy person, thus 
restoring its functi on.

  Types of organ donati on
(1) Living Donati on: Living donati on takes place when a living person donates 

an organ (or part of an organ) for transplantati on to another person.
(2) Deceased Cadaver Donati on:

(a) An organ or part of an organ given at the ti me of donor’s death.
(b) donated aft er the donor is declared brain dead.
(c) Brain death is the total and irreversible loss of all brain functi ons.
(d) Brain dead persons are kept on arti fi cial life support systems to ensure 

all organs remain oxygenated and healthy unti l they are harvested.
  Who can donate organs?

(a) Anybody can be an organ donor, irrespecti ve of age, caste, religion, 
community, current or past medical conditi on.

(b) Children can also be organ donors aft er taking consent for organ donati on 
from their parents.

  Which organs and ti ssues can be donated?
(1) Vital Organs like heart, liver, kidneys, intesti nes, lungs, and pancreas can 

be donated only in case of ‘brain death’.
(2) However other ti ssues like corneas, heart valves, skin, bones etc can be 

donated only in case of natural death.
Legal 
framework in 
India

  Transplantati on of Human Organs Act (THOA), 1994
(1) First step for legalising organ donati on: It provides the legal framework.
(2) Source of organs: Near Relati ve donor shall be source of organ for transplant 

(mother, father, son, daughter, brother, sister, spouse)
(3) Scope of the act:

(a) The act regulates removal, storage and transplantati on of human organs 
for therapeuti c purposes and prevents commercial dealings in human 
organs.

(b) It deals only with organ donati ons and neglects ti ssue donati on.
(4) Punishment: Imprisonment of up to 10 years and fi ne up to Rs. 20 lakhs for 

removal of organs without competent authority.

14 Organ Donati on in India
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  Transplantati on of Human Organs (Amendment) Act, 2011 
(1) Widened scope: Organ as well as ti ssue donati on is covered under this act.
(2) Provision for transplant coordinator: The act made it mandatory for 

hospitals to designate a hospital employee preferably a surgeon as transplant 
coordinator.

(3) Insti tuti onal mechanisms
(a) Establishment of Nati onal Human Organs and Tissues Removal and 

Storage Network at one or more places and regional network
(b) Nati onal Registry of Donors and Recipients

  Nati onal Organ Transplant Programme (NOTP)
(1) Set up under- Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(2) Objecti ves:

(a) To promote organ donati on in India
(b) To organize a system of organ and Tissue procurement & distributi on for 

transplantati on.
(c) To promote deceased organ and Tissue donati on.
(d) To train required manpower.
(e) To protect vulnerable poor from organ traffi  cking.
(f) To monitor organ and ti ssue transplant services and bring about policy 

and programme correcti ons/ changes whenever needed
Challenges   Low donati on rate: India has a poor 0.65 per million populati on (PMP) 

organ donati on rate and around 5 lakh people die every year in India due to 
unavailability of organs. 

  Lack of awareness:
(1) There is general misconcepti on that donati ng organs will disfi gure the 

deceased person’s body which is not true.
  Infrastructure limitati ons:

(1) There is a huge scarcity of Organ Transplant and Retrieval Centres in the 
country

(2) Only 301 hospitals are equipped to handle the transplant process and only 
250 of them have been registered with Nati onal Organ and Tissue Transplant 
Organisati on (NOTTO).

  High cost of transplantati on:
(1) An organ comes free, as donated to the society, but the transplantati on cost 

associated with it is around 5 to 25 lakhs.
(2) This cost reduces the accessibility to organ transplant to the weaker secti on 

of the society.
(3) The cost factor is the key reason why more than 60% of donated hearts and 

lungs do not get taken.
  Social and cultural beliefs: Belief in aft er life and reincarnati on prevents people from 

organ donati on and thus result in increasing misconcepti ons about organ donati on. 
Way forward   Ensuring aff ordability of transplants: Subsidizing organ transplant surgeries 

might help in bringing down the transplantati on cost.
  Public awareness: Awareness programs with NGOs to reach out to public and 

make them about it.
  Transparency in process of allocati on of organs: Necessary to end the menace 

of organ traffi  cking.
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  Infrastructure development:
(1) Increasing the number of transplantati on centres
(2) Training transplant coordinators
(3) Improving transport of organs; developing air ambulance services
(4) Proper storage faciliti es; setti  ng up ti ssue banks

  Zonalizati on of organ donati on and sharing:
(1) Zonalizati on can be a way to ensure more eff ecti ve and ti mely sharing of 

organs.
(2) This would greatly help in cutti  ng ti me consumed in transportati on of vital 

organs such as heart, kidney etc.
Sources Indian Express, PIB, The Bett er India, The Hindu, Times of India



Syllabus GS 2 Governance: Welfare schemes for vulnerable secti ons of the populati on
Questi on Q. What factors have consti tuted to rise of beggary in India? Discuss the measures 

needed to be taken to eliminate beggary.
Why is it in 
news?

  Recently the Jammu and Kashmir High Court declared criminalizati on of 
beggary to be unconsti tuti onal and struck down the provisions of the Jammu 
&Kashmir Preventi on of Beggary Act, 1960 and the Jammu & Kashmir Preventi on 
of Beggary Rules, 1964.

  As per 2011 census data - India has 4,13,670 beggars according to the Socio-
Economic Caste Census, 2011.

2011 census 
data

  India has 4,13,670 beggars according to the Socio-Economic Caste Census, 
2011.

Laws 
governing 
begging in 
India

  There is no central law regarding beggary in India and many states have 
adopted the Bombay Preventi on of Begging Act, 1959 as extended to other 
states.

  The Bombay Preventi on of Begging Act, 1959
(1) Objecti ve: It seeks to remove beggars from their present illegal profession so 

that they may be detained, skilled and subsequently employed elsewhere.
(2) Criminalizati on of begging: The act criminalizes begging and they may be 

arrested without warrant.
(3) Non bailable and cognizable off ence: This act makes begging as a non-

bailable and cognizable off ence.
(4) Punishment without trial: They can be sentenced to imprisonment without 

trial or transferred to shelter homes. The jail term for beggary ranges from 
3-10 years.

(5) Court acti ons of dependents: Court may command detenti on of persons 
completely dependent on beggar person.

15 Beggary in India
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Criti cism of 
the Anti -
Beggary laws

  Vague defi niti on of beggary:
(1) The act defi nes begging to include receiving money in public place by 

singing, dancing, fortune telling or off ering any arti cle for sale.
(2) The defi niti on is too vague and includes homeless people, street arti sts who 

gainfully earn their living by portrayal of their skills.
  Arrest without warrant: The power to arrest without warrant is unjust and 

provides scope for police atrociti es and torture on beggars.
  Powers of Certi fi ed insti tuti ons: The certi fi ed insti tuti ons have powers such as 

the power of punishment, and the power to exact “manual work”.
  Delhi High Court judgement

(1) The Delhi High Court has decriminalised beggary by striking down 
Delhi Preventi on of Begging Rules, 1960, formulated under the Bombay 
Preventi on of Begging Act, 1959 as unconsti tuti onal.

(2) Begging Act violated Arti cle 14 (equality before law) and Arti cle 21 (right to 
life and personal liberty) of the Consti tuti on.

(3) The court noted that the defi niti on of begging under the Act was arbitrary.
(4) It also held that under Arti cle 21 of the Consti tuti on, it was the state’s 

responsibility to provide the basic necessiti es for survival (food, clothing, 
shelter), to all its citi zens.

Steps taken by 
Government

  Bihar Model:
(1) Mukhyamantri Bhikshavriti  Nivaran Yojana.
(2) Open homes were set up and community outreach for desti tute persons 

was put in place instead of detaining them.
(3) Rehabilitati on centres have been set up, with faciliti es for treatment, 

family reintegrati on and vocati onal training.
  Odisha: Measure to identi fy beggars and providing them alternati ve remedy 

like Houses, Insurance coverage, Aadhar and Rati on card, Healthcare facility, 
giving them training for vocati onal skills for wage or self-employment.

  Persons in Desti tuti on (Protecti on, Care and Rehabilitati on) Model Bill, 2016: 
Salient provisions of the bill are as follows
(1) It covers the rights of all desti tute – homeless, persons with mental and 

physical disabiliti es, beggars, old and the infi rm – who are above the age 
of 18

(2) Decriminalizes beggary except for repeat off ences.
(3) The bill also proposes to establish separate rehabilitati on centres for 

women and diff erently abled desti tute
(4) Criminalizes child begging: Employing a child for begging will be a crime 

punishable under the Juvenile Justi ce Act and the Indian Penal Code.
(5) States would have to establish rehabilitati on centres
(6) Provision for vocati onal training and skill development
(7) Consti tuti on of a monitoring and advisory board to coordinate 

implementati on of the schemes and advise the government on matt ers 
related to care, protecti on, welfare and rehabilitati on of desti tute

Challenges   Tackling begging cartels: Begging cartels and gangs are acti ve in metropolitan 
citi es. Handlers of these gangs are oft en infl uenti al people and they operate 
discretely through their agents thus tracing them is quite diffi  cult.
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  Social integrati on of beggars: It will be very criti cal to ensure that beggars are 
welcomed in the society as beggars are viewed as untouchables in rural areas.

  Discouraging beggars: Convincing people not to give money to beggars is a 
diffi  cult task.

  Lack of data: The government and law enforcement agencies do not have a 
clear picture of number of beggars and their socio-economic conditi on.

  Rehabilitati on and skill development: Mostly beggars are not literate and 
many of them are either not willing or competent to take up labour.

  Poverty alleviati on: Poverty and unemployment are the major reasons for 
begging thus begging would not come to end unless and unti l poverty is 
alleviated.

Way forward   Decriminalising of begging with excepti on of forcing children to beg. 
  Crackdown on rackets  which employ beggars for drug traffi  cking, human 

traffi  cking, kidnapping etc.
  Rehabilitati on  and social integrati on of beggars should be promoted to bring 

them into the mainstream of society.
  Vocati onal training in rehabilitati on so that they earn their living and do not 

return to begging again.
  Implementi ng Bihar Model.
  Legislati on for welfare of beggars: Persons in Desti tuti on (Protecti on, Care and 

Rehabilitati on) Model Bill, 2016.
Sources The Hindu, Indian Express, AzadIndia.org, Legal Service India, Economic Times



Syllabus GS 2 Polity and Governance: Issues relati ng to Health
Questi on Q. How far has the Drug Prices Control Order been successful in checking prices 

of essenti al medicines? Which shortf alls sti ll remain in the price regulati on 
mechanism?

Why is it in 
news?

  The government has for the fi rst ti me invoked the Drug Price Control Order, 
2013, (DPCO, 2013) to raise the prices of 21 formulati ons or medicines that are 
under price regulati on to ensure their availability.

Introducti on   Prices of pharmaceuti cal drugs are regulated in India under the Drug Prices 
Control Order (DPCO).

  The Nati onal List of Essenti al Medicines (NLEM) is prepared by the Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare to include essenti al medicines.

  Factors taken into account: Considerati ons of safety, effi  cacy, disease 
prevalence and the comparati ve cost-eff ecti veness of medicines.

Facts and 
fi gures

  More than 55 million Indians are pushed into poverty every year due to out-of-
pocket healthcare expenses.

16 Regulati on of Drug Prices in India
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  Of the 55 million who fall below the poverty line due to illness, more than 38 
million do so because of medicine costs alone. 

  Public expenditure on health: 1.3% of GDP.
  Regional variati on: The out-of-pocket expenditure on healthcare is 80% in Bihar 

and 50% in Gujarat.
  World average of out of pocket expenses: 18.6% (according to the World Bank.)

Drug Price 
Control Order

  Issued under Sec. 3 of Essenti al Commoditi es Act, 1955 to regulate the prices 
of drugs.

  Aim: To provide basic medicines at aff ordable prices across the country.
  Noti fi ed by: Department of Pharmaceuti cals under the Ministry of Chemicals 

and Ferti lizers.
  As per this order, all dosages and formulati ons of drugs listed in NLEM will be 

under price control.
  Price regulati on authority: Nati onal Pharmaceuti cals Pricing Authority (NPPA)
  Diff erence between DPCO 1995 and DPCO 2013:

(1) The DPCO, 1955 used the manufacturing costs to regulate the prices of 
drugs.

(2) In DPCO 2013, the ceiling price is linked to market price through the market-
based pricing mechanism.

  Recent amendments to DPCO, 2013
(1) NITI Aayog has made recommendati ons  for amending the DPCO, 2013.
(2) Flexibility for innovati on: A drug-maker who has brought in an innovati ve 

patented drug will be exempt from the price control regulati ons for 5 years 
from the date of marketi ng.

(3) Centre to conti nue fi xing prices in line with market-based data available on 
drugs.

Nati onal List 
of Essenti al 
Medicines

  What is NLEM?
  The Nati onal List of Essenti al Medicines of India 2011 (NLEM 2011) is a list of 

medicines, prepared by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, which are 
considered essenti al in India.

  Origin: The fi rst such list was released in 1996.
  Purpose: To promote rati onal use of medicines considering the three important 

aspects i.e. cost, safety and effi  cacy
Mechanism 
for calculati on 
of drug prices

  The NLEM 2015 contains 376 medicines on the basis of which the Nati onal 
Pharmaceuti cal Pricing Authority (NPPA) has fi xed prices of over 800 formulati ons 
using the provisions of the DPCO.

  Coverage: These formulati ons cover less than 10% of the total pharmaceuti cal 
market.

  The DPCO follows a market-based pricing mechanism.
  Ceiling Price:

(1) Calculated on the basis of the simple average price of all brands having at 
least 1% market share of the total market turnover of that medicine.

(2) The ceiling prices of scheduled medicines are allowed an annual increase as 
per the Wholesale Price Index.

(3) Non-scheduled medicines: There is no price cap, but a price increase of 10 
percent per annum is allowed.
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Criti cisms   Termed irrati onal by SC: Supreme Court has termed the Nati onal Pharmaceuti cal 
Pricing Policy 2012 and the drug Price Control Order 2013 as irrati onal and 
unreasonable.

  Low coverage of NLEM: 
(1) As of 2019, NLEM covers around 900 drugs under the price control 

mechanism which is very low.
(2) Only 14 percent of drugs by value and 25 percent by volume fall under 

price controls.
  Combinati on Drugs:  Drugs containing combinati on of scheduled and non-

scheduled drugs are outside the purview of the DPCO.
  No provision for penalti es: There is no provision for penalti es on the pharma 

companies in case of non-compliance with the directi ons of NPPA.
Way forward   Trade Margin Rati onalizati on:

(1) Retailers’ margin was termed as a major factor responsible for rise in drug 
prices by the Competi ti on Commission of India in its latest reports.

(2) Trade margin rati onalizati on can be used to check exorbitant margins.
  Public procurement of drugs: Government should move towards public 

procurements of drugs from the pharmaceuti cal companies to ensure 
aff ordability and proper supplies.

  Awareness regarding generic medicines:  Medical practi ti oners as well as the 
common public needs to be sensiti zed regarding the use of generic medicines.

  Increased budget allocati on: India spends only about 1.3% of the GDP on the 
health sector. This needs to be increased for bulk procurement of drugs and to 
promote innovati on in healthcare.

  Encouraging R&D: The government must provide funds to encourage research 
and development in synthesis of cost- eff ecti ve drugs for treatment of chronic 
diseases.

Source The Hindu, Indian Express, Live Mint, Money Control



Syllabus GS 3: Disaster Management: Man-made disasters- preventi on and miti gati on
Questi on Q. What are the major fi re safety laws in India? Discuss shortf alls in present system 

with suitable remedies
Why is it in 
news

  Recently 43 people died and several other injured in a major fi re at Anaj Mandi 
area of New Delhi.

More about 
the tragedy

  Findings of preliminary investi gati on
(1) The buildings in the area were originally used to store grains.
(2) With ti me, owners switched to other businesses and illegal manufacturing 

workshops mushroomed.
  Major cause of death: Asphyxiati on.

17 Fire Safety in India
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(1) There was no venti lati on in the building and there was only one window.
(2) There were two exits, but one of the exit routes was blocked and used to 

store the factory’s raw material.
Major fi re 
tragedies

  Mandi Dabwali Fire Tragedy – Haryana (1995)
  Uphaar Cinema (1997)
  AMRI Fire Tragedy – Kolkata (2011)
  Surat classes fi re tragedy 2019. 

Facts and 
fi gures

  Nati onal Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data: 17,700 Indians died – 48 people 
every day – due to fi re accidents in 2015. 62% were women.

  Maharashtra and Gujarat - 2 most highly urbanised states, account for about 
30% of the country’s fi re accident deaths.

  direct correlati on between the deaths due to fi re-related accidents and 
populati on density associated with urbanisati on.

  India Risk Surveys 2018, outbreak of fi re poses risks to business conti nuity 
and operati ons and ranks India at 3rd positi on in fi re incidents, especially in 
Northern and Western regions of India.

Major causes 
of fi res and 
other factors

  Fire incidents take place due to:
(1) Non-compliant constructi on. 
(2) Lack of precauti onary maintenance (non-upkeep of exti nguishers, fi re 

doors, fi re exits and their markings and assembly areas). 
(3) Gross overlook of safety procedures such as evacuati on drills.
(4) Lack of recording of signifi cant considerati on for bett er response towards 

fl ammable materials, and their use in cladding and parti ti ons walls.
(5) Lack of resources for fi re fi ghti ng. 
(6) Poor implementati on of policies  and lack of coordinati on between 

diff erent government bodies 
  Other factors aggravati ng the fi re tragedies

(1) Dense habitati on with no room for quick evacuati on. 
(2) Non-compliant use of properti es. 
(3) Local traffi  c congesti ons, illegal parking and constructi on that constricts fi re 

tender movement or delays their access to the aff ected areas.
Fire safety 
regulati ons in 
India

  Fire services in India
(1) Fire services in India come under the 12th schedule of the Consti tuti on 

under the provisions of Arti cle 243W - comes under the domain of 
municipaliti es.

  The Nati onal Building Code of India, 2016
(1) It covers the detailed guidelines for constructi on, maintenance and fi re 

safety of the structures.
(2) Published by- Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) and it is recommendatory 

document.
(3) Fire and life safety norms: Specifi ed for high rise buildings and a proper 

horizontal evacuati on system in high-rise hospitals and public buildings.
  Fire Safety Audit: 

(1) Fire Safety Audit (FSA) is an eff ecti ve tool to assess fi re safety standards of 
an organizati on or occupancy.

(2) Aim: To assess the building for compliance with the Nati onal Building Code 
of India, relevant Indian standards and the legislati ons enacted by state
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     governments and local bodies, on fi re preventi on, fi re protecti on and life safety 
measures.

Challenges   Lack of adequate resources: State fi re services depend upon the Union 
Ministry of Home Aff airs for funding to enhance capabiliti es of fi re services as 
state governments are oft en reluctant to provide funds for fi re services.

  Increasing urbanizati on and poor town planning: Lack of proper town planning, 
haphazard constructi on poses a major challenge to fi re preventi on and even 
rescue operati ons.

  Lack of fi re stati ons: A study sponsored by the Ministry of Home Aff airs 
reported that a minimum of 8,599 fi re stati ons are needed in India; however, 
only 2,087 are in place.

  Lack of manpower and equipment: India requires 559,681 more trained fi re 
individuals, 221,411 fi refi ghti ng equipment, and 9,337 fi refi ghti ng vehicles 
and units.

Way forward   Public awareness: Organizing fi re-fi ghti ng workshop. 
  Building design and executi on of fi re master plan: Every high rise, commercial 

and industrial building must follow the provisions of Nati onal Building code and 
a fi re master plan must be kept with the security offi  ce of that building.

  Streamlining of fi re services: Streamline the organizati onal structure so as to 
expedite the decision-making procedures.

  Modernizati on of fi re services: State fi re services units must be provided with 
adequate funding for modernizati on  - building new fi re stati ons, purchase of 
state of the art equipment and providing training to fi re fi ghters.

  Conducti ng Fire Safety Audit (FSA):
(1) FSA should be made mandatory all over India and the work should be 

entrusted to independent agencies.
(2) It is reasonable to have a fi re safety audit every year.

Source Down To Earth, ORF Online, Maps of India, Indian Express.



Syllabus GS 3 Security Challenges to internal security, Terrorism
Questi on Q. What is a lone wolf att ack? How far India is prepared to prevent and counter 

such att acks in near future?
Why is it in 
news?

  Ministry of Home Aff airs had recently alerted security forces and state 
governments about possible lone wolf att acks by Islamic State (IS) in the 
country.

Introducti on   Defi niti on: A lone wolf, lone-wolf terrorist or lone actor is someone who 
prepares and commits violent acts alone, outside of any command structure 
and without material assistance from any group.

18 Lone Wolf Att acks
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  IS and lone wolf att acks: The potenti al for such att acks is evident from the call 
given by the Islamic State (IS) encouraging its supporters and sympathisers, 
who are not formally enlisted cadres, to undertake lone wolf strikes.

Reasons for 
Lone Wolf 
att acks over 
the world

  Communicati on technologies with terrorists:
(1) Terrorists outf its like the Islamic State have developed state of the art 

communicati on and signalling systems which are at ti mes bett er than the 
systems in place with security agencies.

(2) This gives them an upper hand while dealing with security forces.
  Digital media to spread propaganda: The sophisti cated use of social media, 

YouTube and Skype amongst others, has enabled the IS to undertake electronic 
outreach of its terrorist acti viti es.

  Right to possess weapons: Possessing weapons lawfully is a legal right in 
countries like US which makes it easier for the fringe elements to get automati c 
weapons which can do a greater damage when used in a public place.

  Polarisati on along religious/ethnic lines: Polarizati on on religious and ethnic 
lines as a measure to achieve narrow politi cal goals has resulted in increasing 
extremists’ tendencies and intolerance.

Concerns   Use of Social Media: Use of digital media to spread hate and radical propaganda 
is a major concern in ensuring security of India.

  Radicalizati on of youth: Youths being radicalised in the name of religion
  Security at public places:

(1) Heavy concentrati on of people in public areas off ers a large number of 
potenti al targets.

(2) While some installati ons have uti lised the limited protecti on off ered by 
private security measures, a large number of public places conti nue to 
remain vulnerable.

Steps taken by 
government

  Setti  ng up of JWGs:  Government of India has set up Joint Working Groups on 
security and counter terrorism with various countries across the globe.

  Raising regional hubs of NSG: Chennai in Tamil Nadu, Hyderabad in Andhra 
Pradesh/Telangana, Kolkata in West Bengal and Mumbai in Maharashtra aft er 
the 26/11 att acks in 2018.

  Counter terrorism division in MHA: A new Division in the Home Ministry has 
been created exclusively to deal with Counter Terrorism.

  Bilateral treati es on Mutual Legal Assistance (MLATs): India has signed Bilateral 
treati es with various countries on Mutual Legal Assistance (MLATs) in Criminal 
matt ers.

Way ahead   Att enti on to potenti al target groups: Att enti on should be given potenti al 
targets such as youth in communal violence hit areas to prevent them from 
engaging in terrorism related acti viti es.

  Helplines and professional counselling: Radicalizati on of youth can be tackled 
with proper counselling by professionals and creati ng dedicated helpline for 
that purpose

  Social integrati on: Social integrati on of ethnic and religious minoriti es. 
  Eff ecti ve surveillance: Big data analyti cs must be used to discern the level of 

radicalisati on of potenti al recruits, their networks and sources of informati on, 
funding and leadership in order to help unravel the roots of radicalisati on.
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  Keeping check on illicit traffi  cking of weapons: Smuggling of illicit weapons 
needs to be checked so as to ensure that these weapons do not land into the 
hands of extremists.

Sources IDSA, Economic Times, The Hindu, fpri.org



Syllabus   GS3: Conservati on, environmental polluti on and degradati on, environmental 
impact assessment

Questi on   Explain what is meant by Emissions Gap. Examine the key concerns that the 
report highlights and also discuss India specifi c strategies recommended by 
UN report.  How should we advance to accelerate the closure of emissions gap.

Why in news?   Recently the United Nati ons Environment Programme released the 10th 
editi on of “Emissions Gap Report, 2019”.

About the 
report

  Latest Report:
(1) 10th Editi on: 2019 (1st published in 2010, aft er CoP 15 in Copenhagen in 

2009)
(2) Published by: United Nati ons Environment Programme.
(3) Theme: This year’s report emphasises the energy and transport sector, 

arguing that renewables and energy effi  ciency, together with electrifi cati on 
of end uses are key to driving down energy-related CO2 emissions.

  Emissions Gap (also called as Commitment Gap):  Diff erence between “where 
we are likely to be and where we need to be” in the level of emissions to 
decarbonize the environment.

  Emissions Gap Report measures and projects:
(1) Amount of GHG emissions every year up to 2030
(2) Commitments countries are making to reduce their emissions and the 

impact these commitments are likely to have on overall emission reducti on.
(3) Pace at which emissions must be reduced to reach a level that would limit 

temperature increase to 1.5 degree celsius, aff ordably.
Key concerns 
in 2019 report

  Emissions gap is large: In 2030, annual emissions need to be 15 GtCO2e lower 
than current unconditi onal NDCs imply for the 2°C goal, and 32 GtCO2e lower 
for the 1.5°C goal.

  Greenhouse Gas(GHG) Emissions
(1) Despite scienti fi c warnings & politi cal commitments: Conti nue to rise
(2) Fossil CO2 emissions from energy use and industry: dominate total GHG 

emissions, grew by 2.0 per cent in 2018
(3) Missing the opportunity:

(a) Even if all current unconditi onal commitments under the Paris Agreement 
are implemented, temperatures are expected to rise by 3.2°C, bringing 
even wider-ranging and more destructi ve climate impacts.

19 UNEP’s Emissions Gap Report, 2019



 52   Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs December - 2019  (Study Material)

The Unique Academy

(b) Accelerated cuts in annual global emissions of 7.6%  between 2020-
2030, to meet the 1.5°C goal, and 2.7% for the 2°C goal needed, or else 
the world will miss the opportunity to get on track towards the 1.5°C 
temperature goal of the Paris Agreement.

  Polluti on by G20 Countries:
(1) G20 members account for 78% of global GHG emissions & collecti vely, 

they are on track to meet their limited 2020 Cancun Pledges.
(2) 7 countries (Australia, Brazil, Canada, Japan, South Korea, South Africa and 

the USA) are currently not on track to meet 2030 NDC commitments.
(3) Net Zero Emissions:

(a) Even though the number of countries announcing net zero GHG 
emission targets for 2050 is increasing, but only a few have so far 
formally submitt ed long-term strategies to the UNFCCC.

(b) No G20 member has committ ed a ti meline: only a few long-term 
strategies submitt ed to the UNFCCC have so far committ ed to a ti meline 
for net zero emissions, none of which are from a G20 member

India Specifi c 
Strategies 
suggested in 
the report

  Transiti on from coal-fi red power plants to renewables:
(1) Coal Phase out can be done through tax breaks, subsidies, carbon pricing, 

de-risking of clean energy investments etc.
(2) Expand carbon capture usage and storage systems, doing away with unclear 

and inconsistent norms on taxati on and import duty on renewables etc.
  Expand mass public transit systems:

(1) This will allow people to let go off  private vehicles, reduce energy for 
transport, increase focus on non motorized transport on.

(2) More can be achieved if we electrify transport, substi tute conventi onal 
fuels by bioenergy, hydrogen etc.

  Development of domesti c electric vehicle targets working towards 100 per 
cent new sales of zero-emission cars: This can be achieved via setti  ng standards 
for vehicular emissions & their ti mely implementati on, establishing charging 
stati ons, eliminati ng fossil-fuel subsidies and Investi ng in public transport.

  Room to raise their NDC ambiti on signifi cantly: Although India is projected to 
meet it’s unconditi onal NDC targets with current policies but it is going to be 
more than 15% lower than their NdC target emission levels.

Closure of 
Emissions Gap

  Global soluti on: if commitments, policies and acti on can collecti vely deliver a 
7.6% emissions reducti on every year between 2020-2030, we can limit global 
warming to 1.5°C.

  Full implementati on of both unconditi onal and conditi onal NDCs: it would 
reduce the gap by around 2–3 GtCO2e.

  Renewables and energy effi  ciency, with electrifi cati on of end uses: key to a 
successful energy transiti on & to driving-down energy-related CO2 emissions.

  Low-carbon transiti on in energy and especially the electricity sector
(1) Expanding Renewable Energy for electrifi cati on
(2) Phasing out coal for rapid decarbonizati on of the energy system
(3) Decarbonizing transport with a focus on electric mobility
(4) Decarbonizing energy-intensive industry
(5) Avoiding future emissions while improving energy access

  Demand-side material effi  ciency:



 Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs December - 2019  (Study Material)   53

The Unique Academy

(1) It requires reducing the use of material required to build cars, houses(so 
called light-weighti ng) etc, substi tuti on of carbon intensive materials with 
low carbon material, improvements in the yield of material producti on, 
more intensive use implying longer life, component reuse, remanufacturing 
& repair.

(2) It off ers substanti al GHG miti gati on opportuniti es that are complementary 
to those obtained through an energy system transformati on.

  Dramati c strengthening of the NDCs is needed in 2020: Countries must 
increase their NDC ambiti ons threefold to achieve the “well below 2°C” goal 
and more than fi vefold to achieve the 1.5°C goal.

Conclusion   India is positi oned bett er:
(1) India is the only country whose targets are rated as compati ble with limiti ng 

warming to 2°C.
(2) It’s schemes and policies like FAME, KUSUM, Nati onal Clean Air Programme 

and aims to electrify all its broad-gauge railway routes by 2021–2022  have 
been appreciated but much more needs to be done in securing renewable 
energy.

  Decarbonizing:
(1) Deep and rapid decarbonizati on processes imply fundamental structural 

changes are needed within economic sectors, fi rms, labour markets and 
trade patt erns.

Source Emissions Gap Report 2019, Down to Earth, the Hindu
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Syllabus   GSIII: Awareness in the fi elds of IT, Space, Computers, roboti cs
Questi on   What is meant by OTT. Examine, the arguments for and against the need of OTT 

regulati ons.
Why in news?   At a recent event the Ministry of Informati on & Broadcasti ng (MIB) reiterated 

its inclinati on towards self-regulati on in OTT.
What is OTT   OTT (over-the-top): It is the practi ce of delivering video and other media over 

the internet, bypassing cable, broadband and satellite platf orms.
  OTT term is usually applied to video-on-demand streaming services like Netf lix, 

Prime Video, hotstar, Zee5, airtelTV etc., but also refers to audio streaming, 
messaging services, or internet-based voice calling soluti ons.

Arguments 
for the 
need of OTT 
Regulati on

  OTT Negati vely Impacts Operators:
  Revenue Losses and generati on: 

(1) Decreases the return on their network investments, and potenti ally 
erodes their investment capability.

(2) Due to regulatory constraints DTH and other operators are not in a positi on 
to collect revenue from other sources like OTT.

  Traffi  c Losses & Quality of Service: Use large amounts of bandwidth (such as 
video streaming sites), overburdens networks, which causes congesti on and 
reduces Internet access quality of service.

  Regulati ons for Operators and broadcasters but not for OTT:
(1) Operators are regulated in India under Cable TV Regulati on Act, 1995 & TRAI 

Act, 1997, under which they have to comply with the laws and regulati ons 
framed by the concerned authoriti es.

(2) Regulatory neutrality or same service, same rules: OTTs provide the same 
services as traditi onal operators, but are not subject to the same licensing 
and regulatory obligati ons, including reporti ng, interconnecti on, lawful 
intercepti on, consumer protecti on and other requirements.

(3) OTTs gain an unfair market advantage because they do not pay regulatory 
fees or taxes,

  Licenses:
(1) TSP’s have to seek licences, pay carriage/licence fee, OTT’s do not have to 

seek any kind of licenses in India.
(2) Even if OTT services may be looked at as IPTV services, transmission and 

broadcasti ng using internet as a means would then also require a license 
from the MIB.

  Content Based issues:
(1) Anti -Smoking Message: Health ministry has concerns with OTTs not 

displaying anti -smoking messages in TV & movies shows.
(2) Censorship in TV’s, Cinemas but not on OTT’s showing the same content

20 Regulati on of OTT Media in India
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(a) Policy Vacuum: People resort to the judiciary when they have concerns 
related to vulgar content on OTT’s, due to policy vacuum. Ex: a PIL 
was fi led in SC against OTT claiming that without any policy or law to 
regulate online content, sexually explicit and vulgar content is widely 
accessible online, referring to shows like “Scared Games,” “Vikings” 
and “Game of Thrones”.

(b) Cultural Sensiti viti es: OTT platf orms are profi t-driven and do not 
consider the cultural sensiti viti es and the moral fabric prevalent in 
the society.

Arguments 
against the 
need of  OTT 
regulati on

  Harm to the Internet’s openness and innovati on:
(1) Additi onal OTT regulati on will kill innovati on and easy access of OTT 

services to the customers.
(2) Open internet, has immensely changed viewing habits in India, and makes 

it diffi  cult for the government to impose regulati ons, like the ti ming of the 
shows being broadcast or to enforce classifi cati on of content.

  Compliance and enforcement of OTT regulati on would be diffi  cult:
(1) Dynamic global nature of the Internet makes compliance & enforcement 

quite diffi  cult, if not impossible, without signifi cant costs to governments.
(2) Diffi  cult to Establish liability and enforcement.
(3) Legal jurisdicti on and extraterritoriality. 

  Threaten basic human rights: like freedom of speech & expression.
  OTTs stand and self regulati on:

(1) Already regulated under IT Act, 2000, and other relevant laws and TRAI 
has no jurisdicti on.

(2) OTTs have pushed for and voluntarily signed a self-regulatory Code of Best 
Practi ces and opposed government interventi on.

  “OTT regulati on” framework cannot cover all the servies:
(1) OTT is not limited to video & video-on-demand services the widely popular 

entertainment streaming service providers like Netf lix, hotstar provide, 
but also includes e-commerce, payments, messaging & transportati on 
services.

(2) Therefore, all the services cannot be eff ecti vely regulated under one catch-
all “OTT regulati on” framework.

Way Forward   A model combining state censorship and self-regulati on must be ushered in. 
  The overarching objecti ves of OTT regulati on should focus on competi ti veness, 

sustained investments, privacy, consumer protecti on and security.
Source Mondaq, livemint, 





By Jawwad Kazi

Current Affairs

UPSC

December 2019



 Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs December 2019  (Study Material)   57

The Unique Academy

Bill banning e-cigarett es passed
Why in 
news?

  A Bill banning the manufacture and sale of electronic cigarett es, but not their 
possession and use, was passed by Parliament on Dec 2.

More in 
news

  The Rajya Sabha passed the Prohibiti on of Electronic Cigarett es (Producti on, 
Manufacture, Import, Export, Transport, Sale, Distributi on, Storage and 
Adverti sement) Bill, 2019 by voice vote aft er four hours of discussion. 

  The Bill, which was passed by the Lok Sabha on November 27, will replace an 
ordinance brought by the government on September 18.

  Oppositi on MPs, however, alleged that the ban was enacted to benefi t tobacco 
companies.

Sources The Hindu

SPG Act amendment Bill gets Parliament nod
Why in 
news?

  Parliament passed the amended Special Protecti on Group Act, 1988, which will 
allow SPG cover to the Prime Minister and former Prime Ministers for a period 
of fi ve years aft er leaving offi  ce.

More in 
news

  The SPG (Amendment) Bill, 2019 was passed in the Rajya Sabha by voice vote.
  Remarks by the Home Minister on the Amendments 

(1) SPG had been raised to provide security to PM’s aft er the assassinati on of 
the then-Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 1984, but four amendments to 
the Act had been brought over the years to dilute it in order to provide SPG 
cover to former PM’s families.

(2) Amendments would end the “diluti on” of the Act over the years. They had 
been brought keeping “one family” in mind.

  With the amendment, Prime Minister Narendra Modi would stand to lose as 
SPG cover would be revoked fi ve years aft er he leaves offi  ce.

Sources The Hindu

Ship Recycling Bill passed by Parliament
Why in 
news?

  Parliament passed a Bill that provides for the regulated recycling of ships, which 
is in accordance with the Hong Kong Internati onal Conventi on for the Safe and 
Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships, 2009 adopted by the Internati onal 
Mariti me Organisati on.

More in 
news

  Passed by the Rajya Sabha by voice vote
  Recycling of Ships Bill, 2019:

(1) Lays out rules for existi ng faciliti es
(2) Is applicable to all ships registered in India or entering Indian waters, apart 

from warships and other government ships. 
(3) The ships should not have hazardous material, for which a nati onal authority 

would be created to carry out checks.

1 Polity
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  7,500-km-long coastline gives the opportunity to expand ship-breaking faciliti es, 
which would lead to creati on of jobs.

  India accounted for 30% of the breaking that happens currently, with 300 ships 
being recycled here every year.

Sources The Hindu

Reservati on for SC/ ST and Anglo-Indians in Lok Sabha
Why in 
news?

  Parliament passed a Consti tuti onal amendment giving a 10-year extension to 
reservati ons for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in the Lok Sabha and 
the State Assemblies and ending the provision for nominati on of two Anglo-
Indians.

More in 
news

  Consti tuti on (126th Amendment) Bill, 2019:
(1) Was Passed by both the Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha recently. 
(2) It extended Reservati on for SCs & STs in the Lok Sabha & State Assemblies, 

which was due to end on Jan 25, 2020, for 10 years, the seventh such 10-year 
extension given since the Consti tuti on was enacted in 1950. 

(3) It ended the provision for nominati on of Anglo-Indians
  Reservati on to end in Jan 2020: reservati on given to SCs, STs & the Anglo-Indian 

community for the past 70 years is to end on Jan 25, 2020.
  The extension of reservati on to the SC and ST communiti es was for representati on, 

while the Anglo-Indian community was nominated.
  According to the 2011 census, there are 296 members of the Anglo Indian 

community in the enti re country.
  Arti cle 334

(1) Provisions for reservati ons for SCs/STs and Anglo- Indians are extended 
under Arti cle 334 (a) and (b) of the Consti tuti on. 

(2) Two members of the Anglo Indian community have been nominated in the 
Lok Sabha since the adopti on of the Consti tuti on, under the arti cle 334(b).

Sources The Hindu

Govt. seeks review of SC/ST creamy layer
Why in 
news?

  The Centre has asked SC to refer to a 7-judge Bench the questi on whether the 
creamy layer concept should apply or not to the Scheduled Castes/Scheduled 
Tribes(SC/ST) while providing them reservati on in government promoti ons.

More in 
news

This is covered in contemporary issues secti on. 

Sources The Hindu

Rati on cards to look similar across country
Why in 
news?

  The Centre has designed a standard format for rati on cards as it moves ahead 
with ‘one nati on, one rati on card’ initi ati ve and has asked State governments to 
follow the patt ern while issuing fresh rati on cards.

Policies
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More in 
news

  Pilot Basis implementati on: the central government’s ambiti ous initi ati ve is 
being implemented on a pilot basis in a cluster of 6 States. 

  It wants to implement this facility across the country from Jun 1, 2020.
  Under the initi ati ve, eligible benefi ciaries would be able to avail their enti tled 

foodgrains under the Nati onal Food Security Act (NFSA) from any Fair Price 
Shop in the country using the same rati on card.

  As per Food Ministry offi  cial: to achieve the aim of nati onal portability, it is 
necessary that rati on cards issued by diff erent States & UT’s conform to a 
standard format.

Sources The Hindu

Compulsory renewal of OCI cards goes
Why in 
news?

  Union Home Ministry relaxed the provisions for Overseas Citi zens of India (OCI) 
card holders that made it compulsory for those aged above 50 and below 20 to 
renew their cards on renewal of their passports.

More in 
news

  Problems earlier: Several OCI card holders were not able to travel to India due 
to this and many were stopped by airlines and immigrati on authoriti es at various 
airports due to the mismatch.

  Relaxati on of Rules:
(1) New order by MHA: an OCI card holder is required to re-register each ti me a 

new passport is issued ti ll 20 years of age and once aft er 50 years of age but 
re-issuance of OCI registrati on is not mandatory each ti me a new passport 
is issued between the ages of 21 and 50.

(2) Relaxati on in 30 June 2020: In order to facilitate OCI card holders, this 
requirement has been relaxed ti ll 30th June 2020 as per MHA instructi ons 
dated December 17. The OCI cardholder should carry existi ng OCI card along 
with Old and New passport.

  Benefi ts on Par with NRI’s: 
(1) OCI cardholders are given benefi ts on a par with non-Resident Indians in 

fi nancial, economic and educati onal fi elds, except in the acquisiti on of 
agricultural or plantati on properti es.

(2) OCI cardholders are given free multi ple entry and multi -purpose life-long 
visa to visit India and are also exempted from reporti ng to police authoriti es 
for any length of stay in India.

Sources The Hindu

SC declines plea against polygamy
Why in 
news?

  The Supreme Court on Dec 2 did not accede to a request to urgently list a 
peti ti on seeking a declarati on that the practi ce of polygamy and nikah halala are 
unconsti tuti onal.

More in 
news

  The Peti ti on wants the court to:

Judiciary
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(1) Declare Secti on 2 of the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Applicati on Act, 
1937, unconsti tuti onal and in violati on of Arti cles 14, 15 and 21 of the 
Consti tuti on.

(2) Secti on 2 of Shariat Law seeks to recognise and validate the practi ce of 
polygamy and nikah halala.

(3) Ban on polygamy and nikah halala is the need of the hour to secure basic 
rights and is in the interests of public order, morality and health.

(4) Injury caused to women through practi ce of triple talaq, polygamy and nikah 
halala is violati ve of Arti cles 14, 15 and 21.

  A Bench led by Chief Justi ce of India Sharad A. Bobde told peti ti oner that the 
court would consider listi ng the case aft er the winter vacati on.

Sources The Hindu

Google liable for defamati on cases before Act change: SC
Why in 
news?

  SC recently held that internet intermediaries like Google can’t be protected from 
criminal defamati on cases registered against them prior to October 27, 2009.

More in 
news

  A Bench of Justi ces Mohan Shantanagoudar & K.M. Joseph pronounced the 
judgment on the basis of an appeal fi led by Google India Pvt Ltd.

  Appeal fi led by Google India Pvt Ltd.:
(1) Appeal was against a criminal defamati on acti on: on the basis of a complaint 

fi led by M/s Vishaka Industries, a manufacturer of asbestos cement sheets. 
(2) Vishaka accused the co-ordinator of a Google group called ‘Ban Asbestos 

India’ and Google India for authoring/hosti ng defamatory arti cles against 
their products in 2008. 

(3) The accused were asked to appear in court in September 2009 – that is before 
the amendment in Secti on 79 came into existence.

  Judgement: Secti on 79 of the Act, prior to its substi tuti on, did not protect an 
intermediary in regard to the off ence under Secti on 499/500 of the IPC. The 
verdict noted that Google India argued it was not a publisher of third-party 
content.

  Amendment to the Informati on Technology Act: 
(1) It was only on Oct 27, 2009 that Parliament amended the IT Act of 2000 

to protect online intermediaries from liability for criminally defamatory 
content published in them by third parti es. 

(2) Amended Secti on 79 of the 2000 Act: provided that “an intermediary shall 
not be liable for any third party informati on, data, or communicati on link 
made available or hosted by him.” 

(3) Blanket Protecti on: The amendment gave almost blanket protecti on to 
intermediaries from legal acti on under Secti on 499/500 (criminal defamati on) 
of the Indian Penal Code.

Sources The Hindu

SC fl ags delay in appointment of judges
Why in 
news?

  213 names recommended for appointment to various High Courts(HC’s) are 
pending with government/SC Collegium- said SC in a judicial order.

More in   Order menti oned:
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news (1) Appointment within 6 months: Names agreed by SC Collegium, HC’s & the 
govts. should be appointed within 6 months.

(2) Justi ce delivery mechanism aff ected: Inordinate delays  in the appointment 
of HC judges & depleti ng numbers in the higher judiciary threaten to aff ect 
the justi ce delivery mechanism.

(3) Due Procedure:
(a)  Court had asked for a list with details of the 213 names, including when 

their fi les were forwarded to the Prime Minister’s Offi  ce (PMO) and the 
ti me taken by the Law Ministry to forward them to the PMO.

(b) On the Supreme Court collegium clearing the recommendees, the Union 
Law Ministry has to put up within three weeks the recommendati ons to 
the PM who would advise the President on the appointment. 

(c) No ti me limit has been prescribed for acti on by the Prime Minister and 
the President.

(4)  Falling appointments:
(a)  Number of judges appointed to the HC’s had steadily dipped since 2017.
(b) Judicial appointments to HC’s have nearly halved in 2019 (only 65 

appointed) compared to 2017 (115 appointed) and 2018 (108 appointed).
(c)  The High Courts are functi oning at nearly 50% of their sancti oned judicial 

strength. 
(d) Vacancies: Of a total 1,079 judges sancti oned in the High Courts, there 

are 410 vacancies.
Sources The Hindu

SC issues noti ce to poll panel on ‘discrepancies’
Why in 
news?

  SC has asked the Electi on Commission of India (ECI) to respond to a peti ti on fi led 
by two NGOs seeking a probe into alleged discrepancies between voter turnout 
and the number of votes counted in 347 consti tuencies in the 2019 Lok Sabha 
electi on.

More in 
news

  Peti ti on asked the court to direct the ECI “to conduct actual and accurate 
reconciliati on of data before the declarati on of the fi nal result of any electi on”.

  Peti ti on menti oned:
(1)  Lack of reasoned explanati on by ECI: Mismatch & clean-up of certain data 

from its website causing serious doubts in the minds of citi zens about the 
enti re process of counti ng & result declarati on.

(2) Discrepancy Patt ern:
(a) A Study was done on the discrepancy patt erns found in the ECI website 

and the ‘My Voters Turnout App’. 
(b) Discrepancies ranged from 1 vote (lowest) to 1,01,323 votes.

(3) Number trouble:  There were 6 seats where the discrepancy in votes was 
higher than the winning margin. The total volume of discrepancies was in 
the nature of 7,39,104 votes put together.

Sources The Hindu

No State-wise minority classifi cati on: SC
Why in 
news?

  SC dismissed a peti ti on to recognise Hindus as minoriti es in the States where 
they are low in populati on citi ng that “Religion has no borders”.
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More in 
news

  Peti ti on asked the court to:
(1) Frame guidelines: to “identi fy and defi ne” religious minoriti es in every 

State, especially where Hindus are in a minority, to protect their culture and 
interests.

(2) For the purposes of Arti cles 29 (protecti on of the interests of minoriti es) 
and 30 (the right of minoriti es to administer educati onal insti tuti ons): it was 
necessary that the religious and linguisti c minoriti es be determined State-
wise on the basis of the numeric proporti ons of various communiti es in each 
State

  Hindus were a minority in eight States: as per govt.
  SC Observed: States have been carved language-wise: Religion is beyond all 

borders, especially politi cal borders. It has to be taken on a pan-India basis.
Sources The Hindu

Music rights company  welcomes HC order on compliance
Why in 
news?

  Phonographic Performance Limited (PPL) welcomed a recent order by the Bombay 
High Court (HC), saying it would help make people aware of the importance 
of paying compliance fees in exchange for playing songs in commercial 
establishments.

More in 
news

  Peti ti on fi led by PPL: a record-based insti tuti on, said that it is not compensated 
for commercial use of the music whose rights they hold, even though the 
mechanism is in place for compliance fee and licences.

  The HC, on Nov 27 passed an interim order: restricti ng restaurants, pubs, hotels, 
cafés and resorts across the country from playing popular songs, which had a 
copyright, without making payment to PPL and getti  ng a copyright licence from 
them.

  Recent court order assumes greater signifi cance: in view of the forthcoming 
festi ve celebrati ons, as according to PPL, the order applies to all usage of music 
including the ones being played in public places on Christmas and New Year’s 
Eve.

  Phonographic Performance Limited (PPL): PPL India is a 78-year-old performance 
rights organisati on that handles public performance rights for 340 music labels 
including Saregama, Super Cassett es and Universal Music.

Sources The Hindu

Personal queries directly linked to establishing citi zenship: SC
Why in 
news?

  Questi ons about a person’s place and date of birth, parents’ names and their 
place of birth are meant to ascertain citi zenship, the Supreme Court 3-Judge 
bench has held in 2005.

More in 
news

  2005 Judgement of the Supreme Court:
(1) On a writ peti ti on fi led by present Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda 

Sonowal, SC had clearly held that these personal questi ons are directly 
associated with “establishing citi zenship”.

(2) Establish one’s citi zenship: normally a person may be required to give 
evidence of (i) his date of birth (ii) place of birth (iii) name of his parents (iv) 
their place of birth and citi zenship. 
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(3) Court’s explanati on: these facts fi gured specially in the context of establishing 
citi zenship because they “would necessarily be within the personal 
knowledge of the person concerned and not of the authoriti es of the State”. 

(4) Burden on Person: In case of doubts about a person’s citi zenship, the burden 
of proving that these facts were true was on the person concerned.

  Government has so far denied any link between the Nati onal Populati on 
Register (NPR) and Nati onal Register of Citi zens (NRC),
(1) NPR which is to establish usual residency, and the Nati onal Register of Citi zens 

(NRC), meant to establish citi zenship. 
(2) In fact, the NPR takes into account foreign citi zens too. 
(3) If the NPR form of 2020 carries these personal questi ons highlighted in the 

judgment, apprehensions raised in the public mind that the NPR is a stepping 
stone for a nati onwide NRC become justi fi ed.

  The 2005 judgment came just over a year aft er the Citi zenship (Registrati on 
of Citi zens and Issue of Nati onal Identi ty Cards) Rules of 2003 was noti fi ed in 
December 2003. 

  The Rules clearly linked the NPR and the NRC. 
(1) Rule 4(3) of the Citi zenship Rules states that personal details collected for 

the ‘Populati on Register’ would be used in the preparati on of the Nati onal 
Register of Indian Citi zens.

(2) Citi zenship Rules defi ne ‘Populati on Register’: as a “register containing 
details of persons usually residing in a village or rural area or town or ward or 
demarcated area [demarcated by the Registrar General of Citi zen Registrati on] 
within a ward in a town or urban area”. 

(3) Rule 4(3) mandates that for “preparati on and inclusion in the Local Register 
of Indian Citi zens, the parti culars collected of every family and individual in 
the Populati on Register shall be verifi ed and scruti nised by the Local Registrar, 
who may be assisted by one or more persons as specifi ed by the Registrar 
General of Citi zen Registrati on”.

Sources The Hindu

Miscellanous
Centre mulling new IAS, IPS cadre for Mizoram: DoNER Minister
Why in 
news?

  Union Minister for the Development of the North Eastern Region directed the 
Department of Personnel and Training to undertake an exercise to study the 
implicati ons and feasibility of creati ng a separate cadre for all India service 
offi  cers like the IAS and the IPS for Mizoram.

More in 
news

  Exercise a result of Mizoram Chief Minister’s request: for separate IAS or civil 
services cadre for Mizoram, which is presently part of the AGMUT (Arunachal 
Pradesh, Goa, Mizoram and Union Territories, excluding the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands) cadre.

  Union Territories — Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh — will also become a part 
of the AGMUT cadre- as per DoNER minister

Sources The Hindu
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Rajya Sabha Chairman reprimands MPs for absenteeism in committ ees
Why in 
news?

  Rajya Sabha Chairman Venkaiah Naidu pulled up members for skipping meeti ngs 
of the standing committ ees while informing that only 18 members att ended all 
the 41 meeti ngs of the eight panels since their reconsti tuti on in September last.

More in 
news

  Reprimand comes aft er criti cism by Oppositi on parti es: that the government 
bypasses all parliamentary scruti ny by not routi ng key legislati ons via the standing 
committ ees. 

  Committ ees are oft en described as mini Parliament, where the members are 
able to work outside of the party whip.

  Data shared by Chairman:
(1) 18 of the total 168 members represented on these 8 Committ ees have 

att ended all the 41 meeti ngs.
(2) Of the 18, eight are the chairpersons of the committ ees. 
(3) Each member of department-related standing committ ee represents 25 

Members of Parliament and if one member is absent, the voice of 25 members 
would not be heard, he noted.

Sources The Hindu

Delay in sending offi  cial noti fi cati ons to Parliament
Why in 
news?

  Government is delaying tabling of key noti fi cati ons to Parliament, thereby 
withholding informati on that should be available to all members: says a study by 
parliamentary panel

More in 
news

  Findings in the study by a Parliamentary panel revealed:
(1) Delay ranged from one to 10 months: Out of 233 statutory noti fi cati ons 

containing rules & regulati ons from 14 Ministries, 125 noti fi cati ons were 
presented to Parliament aft er a delay ranging from one to ten months.

(2) The rules for tabling: Noti fi cati ons are required to be tabled in the House 
within 15 days of their publicati on in the Gazett e if the House is in session, 
and if not, within 15 days of commencement of the next session.

(3) Serious view: Panel on Subordinate Legislati on recorded its displeasure over 
the lackadaisical approach that negates the principle of accountability of the 
Executi ve to the Parliament.

(4) Reasons for delay not explained: In 96% of the cases, reasons for the delay 
were not explained. 

(5) Data is only for 248th Session of the Rajya Sabha, which was held from 31 
January to 13 February this year.

Sources The Hindu

Detenti on centre rules not new
Why in 
news?

  The Union Home Ministry has been instructi ng the State governments since 2009 
to set up detenti on centres to “restrict the movements of foreign nati onals 
staying illegally so that they are physically available at all ti mes for expediti ous 
repatriati on”, according to the government response in the Lok Sabha.

More in 
news

  Informati on provided by Minister of State for Home on July 2,
(1) Instructi ons to set up detenti on centres: issued to all the States & UT’s from 

ti me to ti me in 2009, 2012, 2014 and 2018.
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(2) A detailed manual on “model detenti on centres” was circulated to all the 
States on January 9 aft er a peti ti on was fi led in SC.

   Peti ti on fi led by Social Acti vists in SC: 
(1) Highlighted the plight of families languishing in 6 detenti on centres in Assam 

where members of the families who were declared foreigners were put in 
camps separated from each other. 

(2) It was argued that the State does not make any disti ncti on between “jails and 
detenti on centres” and thus between “detainees and ordinary inmates” and 
the camps were being governed as per the Assam jail manual.

(3) When this lacuna was highlighted in the court, the MHA informed the court on 
November 5, 2018, that it was framing guidelines for keeping illegal foreign 
nati onals in detenti on centres across the country.

  Manual on “model detenti on centre” menti ons:
(1) No approval needed: States require “no specifi c approval” from the MHA to 

set up “detenti on centres/holding centres/camps”. 
(2) Set up outside Jail Premises: It lays down that these centres should be set up 

outside the jail premises and their numbers and size should be decided by 
the States keeping in view the actual number of foreigners to be housed as 
well as the progress in deportati on proceedings.

  Conditi on in Assam:
(1) Assam has six detenti on centres, the highest among the States. 
(2) 10 more are expected in the near future, aft er the fi nal NRC published on Aug 

31 excluded 19 lakh applicants of 3.29 crore.
Sources  The Hindu

Railway Board restructuring approved
Why in 
news?

  Union Cabinet approved restructuring of the Railway Board, including reducti on 
in the Board strength & merging of diff erent railway cadres into a central service 
- “Indian Railway Management Service (IRMS)”.

More in 
news

  Reasons for Restructuring: Help end “departmentalism”while ensuring the 
smooth working of Railways and expediti ng the decision-making process.

  The reforms include:
(1) Unifi cati on of the existi ng eight Group A services of the Railways into a 

Central Service - Indian Railway Management Service.
(2) Re-organisati on of Railway Board on functi onal lines headed by CRB with 

four Members and some Independent Members.
(3) Renaming of Indian Railway Medical Service (IRMS) to be consequently 

renamed as Indian Railway Health Service (IRHS).
(4) Railway Board's strength will be cut from 8 to 5, while the eight railway-

related wings will be merged into a IRMS.
  Board Aft er Restructuring: 

(1) Currently board consists of 8 members - Chairman,& members from diff erent 
service departments - traffi  c, civil, mechanical, electrical and signal & 
telecom.

(2) Now it will consist of fi ve members – Chairman, who will act as a CEO, along 
with four members responsible for infrastructure, operati ons and business 
development, rolling stock & fi nance.
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(3) There will also be a DG (HR) under the Chairman. 
(4) Board will also have some independent members, who will be highly 

disti nguished professionals.
  Other things menti oned by Railways:

(1) Modaliti es and unifi cati on of the services will be worked out by Railway 
Ministry in consultati on with DoPT with the approval of an ‘alternate 
mechanism’ to be appointed by the Cabinet in order to ensure fairness and 
transparency. 

(2) Process shall be completed within a year.
(3) Upgradati on of the 27 GMs working at zonal levels and various producti on 

and specialised units to apex grade, secretary level grade – highest in the 
government of India. We already have 10 secretary level posts in Indian 
Railways, 27 more will be added.

Sources  The Hindu

UGC Panel moots on-demand examinati ons
Why in 
news?

  A nati onal board may be established to conduct on-demand examinati ons 
at the undergraduate degree level, a University Grants Commission panel has 
recommended. Starti ng with distance programmes for popular degree courses, 
on-demand examinati ons should be open to all, without any age or eligibility 
restricti ons, it said.

More in 
news

  UGC panel on evaluati on reforms was set up in May 2018
  Suggesti ons:

(1) Development of question banks, relative grading, higher weightage to 
internal assessments and full choice-based credit transfer in higher education 
institutions.

(2) On-demand examinations to enhance fl exibility:
(a)  Assessment can take place when the learners consider themselves ready 

to appear. Thus readiness depends on the learner and not insti tuti ons. 
(b) This system might help reduce the number of failures [and] malpracti ces 

in examinati ons.
(c) This would initi ally aid students of distance educati on programmes. 
(d) The initi ati ve envisions extensive use of technology & automati on and 

questi on papers drawn from questi on banks.
(3)  Grading System: All autonomous or high-ranked insti tuti ons start following 

a relati ve grading system, instead of the current absolute grading system, 
thus allowing for comparati ve performances among peers and reducing the 
stress of failures. 

(4) Course Opti ons: students should have the freedom to opt for courses beyond 
their core specialisati ons.

Sources The Hindu
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Varsity study fi nds more haze in central India during winter
Why in 
news?

  Central India has showed an increase in the number of polluted days in winter 
season in recent years drawing att enti on to rapidly deteriorati ng air quality and 
also underlines the signifi cance of increasing biomass burning.

  This results were published in study “Recent Increase in Winter Hazy Days over 
Central India and the Arabian Sea” by the University of Hyderabad (UoH).

More in 
news

  Arti cle Published in Nature-research journal
  Data Used for Study:

(1)  15 years of satellite & model re-analysis data (i.e from 2003 to 2017) set 
over India and adjoining seas 

(2) Examined trends in the number of days with low to high aerosol loading 
and aerosol-induced direct radiati on feedbacks on the surface-atmosphere 
system over India and adjoining seas for the dry winter season(November–
February).

  Findings:
(1)  Days with high aerosol loading (i.e. hazy days): are increasing at a rate of 2.6 

days per year over central India.
(2) Surprisingly, this increase of haze days over central India is higher than the 

change over Indo-Gangeti c Plain (1.7 days annually).
(3) This rise in the number of hazy days over central India is associated with the 

relati vely higher increase in biomass burning over the region.
(4) This results in a two-fold increase in atmospheric warming over central India 

as compared to the Indo-Gangeti c plain.
  Changing trend

(1) Although high aerosol loading is observed over the Indo-Gangeti c plain than 
other regions, the study reveals that aerosol loading over central India has 
escalated greatly in recent years, especially between 2013–2017.

(2) Rate of change in the aerosol loading between past and recent years is 
disti ncti ve regionally: due to the variability in aerosol emission rates & 
lati tudinal diverse climati c conditi ons.

Sources The Hindu

Tsunamis in Iran, Pak. could reach India: INCOIS
Why in 
news?

  INCOIS is hosti ng a two-day meeti ng of experts for ‘development of Probabilisti c 
Tsunami Hazard Assessment (PTHA) for the Makran Region where about 14 
delegates from six countries Australia, Germany, India, Iran, Oman and the U.S. 
are att ending, starti ng on Dec 3.

More in 
news

  INCOIS (Indian Nati onal Centre for Oceanic Informati on Services) Scienti sts 
menti oned that:

Environment2
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(1) Indian Ocean is likely to be aff ected by tsunamis generated by earthquakes at 
two potenti al source regions: Andaman-Nicobar-Sumatra Island subducti on 
zone & the Makran Subducti on Zone (MSZ).

(2) The MSZ off  the coasts of Iran and Pakistan is poorly understood, especially 
the land/mud slides that can be triggered by the earthquakes. 

(3) It is possible that tsunami waves generated by a Makran source can reach 
the shores of India, Iran, Oman, Pakistan and nearby countries within few 
minutes with heights of several metres, posing enormous challenges to 
existi ng tsunami warning systems.

  About INCOIS
(1) Autonomous organizati on under the Ministry of Earth Sciences.
(2) It’s a unit of the Earth System Science Organizati on (ESSO) 
(3) Established: 1999, Headquarter: Hyderabad. 
(4) Mandated to provide the best possible ocean informati on & advisory services 

to society, industry, government agencies and the scienti fi c community 
through sustained ocean observati ons & constant improvement through 
systemati c & focussed research.

Sources The Hindu

Climate-related disasters on the upti ck: Global Climate Risk Index
Why in 
news?

  The Global Climate Risk Index, recently published by environmental think-tank 
Germanwatch, rated Japan as the most-aff ected country in 2018, while Germany 
was in third positi on.

More in 
news

  Global Climate Risk Index:
(1) An annual ranking. 
(2) It measures the damage done by extreme weather to human life and 

economies.
  Findings in the Report:

(1) Worsening heat waves are taking a heavier toll on rich as well as poor countries.
(2) Both industrialised nati ons i.e Japan and Germany were hit hard by 

heatwaves and drought in 2018.
(a)  a severe summer heatwave in Japan killed 138 people and caused more 

than 70,000 people to be hospitalised with heat stroke and exhausti on.
(b) In Germany, the period from April-July 2018 was the hott est ever recorded 

in the country, leading to the deaths of over 1,200 people.
   India in fi ft h positi on: suff ered water shortages, crop failures and worst fl ooding.

(1) Recent science has confi rmed the long-established link between climate 
change and the frequency and severity of extreme heat.

(2) Across Europe, extreme heat spells are now up to 100 ti mes more likely than 
a century ago. 

(3) It noted that the impact of heatwaves on African countries may be under-
represented due to a lack of data.

(4) Powerful storms also left  a trail of destructi on in 2018, with the Philippines 
second in the climate risk index due to large losses when it was batt ered by 
top-strength Typhoon Mangkhut.

(5) Madagascar was fourth most weather-aff ected country as two cyclones killed 
about 70 people & forced 70,000 to seek refuge.
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  A policy adviser with Germanwatch, at the UN climate talks in Madrid, said that 
the index results showed that the “signs of climate crisis”, on all conti nents, 
could no longer be ignored.

Sources The Hindu

ISFR: Overall green cover rises, but northeast records a dip
Why in 
news?

  The forest cover in the country increased by 3,976 square kilometres (sqkm) but 
with the sharpest declines in the northeastern States of Arunachal Pradesh, 
Manipur and Mizoram, according to the 2019 editi on of the India State of Forest 
Report (ISFR) that was made public recently.

   At 7,12,249 sqkm, the forest cover consti tuted 21.67% of the nati on’s geographical 
area or 0.12% more than last year.

More in 
news

  About  India State of Forest Report (ISFR): A biennial exercise, assesses the forest 
and tree cover, bamboo resources, carbon stock and forest fi res. 

  Findings:
(1) Top three States showing an increase in forest cover: Karnataka, Andhra 

Pradesh and Kerala.
(2) Growth of Tree cover:  

(a)  Patches of trees less than 1 hectare & occurring outside the recorded 
forest area, grew by 1,212 sqkm. 

(b) Tree and forest cover together made up 25.56% of India’s area. In the last 
assessment it was 24.39%.

(3) Not a concern now
(a) Declines in the Northeast weren’t “yet a matt er of concern.”- said the 

Environment Minister
(b) The States had a much higher proporti on of forest than most States — 

Mizoram (85.4%), Arunachal Pradesh (79.63%) and Nagaland (75%) — 
and the declines in forest were sti ll small. 

(c) Centre had policies in place to address this over the long term.
(d) The decline in tree cover inside forests was due to tribal populati ons 

getti  ng “land ti tles” (patt a) and the rise in trees outside the forest area 
as due to an increase in tree plantati on and aff orestati on acti viti es.

(1) Quality of Forest: The report, however, shows that the quality of this forest — in 
terms of the canopy density of the trees comprising forest patches — is wavering. 

(5) Forest cover:
(a) While 1,755 sq km of ‘moderately dense forest’ (MDF) became ‘Very 

dense forest (VDF), 2,782 sq km of MDF regressed into lower quality 
‘open forest (OF),’ Scrub forest’ or ‘Non forest.’

(b) Forest cover within the Recorded Forest Area, or that which has been 
offi  cially classifi ed by States or the Centre as ‘forest,’ showed a 330 sqkm 
decrease, but ‘forest’ outside such recorded area increased by 4,306 sqkm. 

(c) Trees outside forest was found to comprise nearly 29.38 million hectares, 
which was 36.4% of the total tree and forest cover in the country. 

(d) Maharashtra had the largest extent of such tree outside forest.
(e) Nati on’s tree and forest cover has largely hovered from 21-25% and is 

short of the Nati onal Forest Policy, 1988, which envisages 33% to be under 
such cover.
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Sources The Hindu

‘Ujjwala scheme reduced reliance on forest wood’
Why in 
news?

  The Union Environment Ministry has credited the Ujjwala scheme, which provides 
free cooking gas to extremely poor families, with ‘possibly’ reducing the demand 
for fuelwood.

More in 
news

  Study: 
(1) The India State of Forest Report, 2019, — that biannually also assesses the 

tree cover — also surveyed 1,110 villages, which are on the fringes of forests, 
to assess how much fuelwood, fodder, small ti mber and bamboo villagers 
use.

(2) Use of these products — according to the Forest Survey of India — was a 
major source of “impairment to forest producti vity” but wasn’t adequately 
assessed.

(3) Data: In their assessment of villages in 31 States and Union Territories, nearly 
8,52,90,000 tonnes of fuelwood, 105,30,39,000 tonnes off  fodder, 584,8204 
cubic metres of small ti mber and 18,34,000 tonnes of bamboo were collected 
annually by those living in the forest fringes.

(4) Maximum fuelwood was removed in Maharashtra — 95,39000 tonnes — 
followed by Odisha and Rajasthan.

(5) Highest removal, per person: was in Nagaland followed by Himachal Pradesh 
and Tripura.

Sources The Hindu
More plasti c polluti on on Maharashtra beaches than Karnataka, Goa: 
study
Why in 
news?

  Beaches in Maharashtra are more polluted with micro plasti cs and macro plasti cs 
than those in Goa and Karnataka, according to a study conducted by a research 
insti tute. 

  The study has blamed plasti c industries located near the shore and increased 
tourism acti viti es for the polluti on.

More in 
news

  Study conducted by: Goa-based Nati onal Insti tute of Oceanography (NIO), a 
research insti tute.

  Study Published in: Netherlands-based journal ‘Chemosphere
  Title of Study: ‘Assessment of macro and micro plasti cs along the west coast of 

India: abundance, distributi on, polymer type and toxicity’.
  Assessment Place and Period: The researchers conducted the assessment of 

macro and micro plasti c contaminati on for two years on 10 beaches along the 
western coast of India and their toxic eff ects on marine organisms.

  Findings in the Study:
(a) Contaminants more in Maharashtra: Highest abundance of macro & micro 

plasti c contaminants is found on beaches in Maharashtra at high ti de line as 
compared to Karnataka and Goa.

(b) Sources of Plasti c near shore: Such a phenomenon of fi nding macro and micro 
plasti cs in abundance on Maharashtra beaches suggests that the contaminants 
are land-based, like (coming from) near shore plasti c industries, port areas, 
petroleum industries, and high tourism acti viti es.
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(c) Colour of Contaminants: The plasti c contaminants on these beaches were 
found in various colours like white, pale yellow, dark brown, green, blue & 
red.

Sources The Hindu

COP25, held in Madrid, ends with no deal
Why in 
news?

  UN Climate Conference(COP25) opened in Madrid with UN Secretary-General 
Guterres message that the planet is 'close to a point of no return'

  Marathon internati onal climate talks (COP25) ended recently with major polluters 
resisti ng calls to ramp up eff orts to keep global warming at bay and negoti ators 
postponing the regulati on of global carbon markets unti l next year.

More in 
news

  Two weeks of talks aimed at bolstering the 2015 Paris Agreement to curb global 
warming was held recently against a backdrop of unusually severe weather 
disasters in 2019, from fi res in the Arcti c, Amazon and Australia to intense 
tropical hurricanes.

  Important Menti ons in the COP25:
(1) Declarati on to help poor countries: Delegates from almost 200 nati ons 

endorsed a declarati on to help poor countries that are suff ering the eff ects 
of climate change, although they didn’t allocate any new funds to do so.

(2) Final declarati on: called on the “urgent need” to cut planet-heati ng 
greenhouse gases in line with the goals of the landmark 2015 Paris climate 
change accord. 

(3) COP25 fell far short of promising to enhance countries’ pledges: to cut 
planet-heati ng greenhouse gases next year, which developing countries & 
environmentalists had lobbied the delegates to achieve.

(4) Paris Accord established the common goal: of avoiding a temperature 
increase of more than 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) by the 
end of the century. 

(5) Temperature Rising: So far, the world is on course for a 3- to 4-degree Celsius 
rise, with potenti ally dramati c consequences for many countries, including 
rising sea levels and fi ercer storms.

(6) Issues for the next climate summit in Glasgow: Negoti ators in COP25 left  some 
of the thorniest issues like liability for damages caused by rising temperatures 
that developing countries were insisti ng on. The demand was resisted mainly 
by the USA.

  India proposes extended deadline for commitments at climate summit COP25
  Union Environment Minister while stati ng India’s positi on at the 25th Session 

of the Conference of Parti es under the UN Framework Conventi on on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC COP25) menti oned that:
(1) It’s ti me for refl ecti on & assessment as pre-2020 period nears end.
(2) Annexed(developed) countries have not met their Kyoto Protocol targets.
(3) Hence India proposes to have 3 more years to fulfi ll pre-2020 commitments 

ti ll the global stocktake takes place for bridging emission gaps.
(4) India on its way to achieving voluntary targets set for itself to curb emissions 

has reduced emissions intensity of GDP by 21% and is “on track” to achieve 
the goal of 35% emissions reducti on as promised in Paris.

Sources The Hindu
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CAG faults Coal India over green concerns
Why in 
news?

  The Comptroller and Auditor General’s (CAG) report on the environmental impact 
due to mining acti viti es and miti gati on measures at Coal India Limited (CIL) and 
its subsidiaries, has found several discrepancies.

More in 
news

  CAG Report Menti oned that:
(1) Time Gap for formulati on of Environment Policy: Centre had formulated 

the nati onal environmental policy in Sep 2006, but the CIL formulated a 
comprehensive policy only in March 2012, followed by a revised one in Dec 
2018. 

(2) Sti pulati on by Environment Ministry: a well laid down policy, duly approved 
by the Board of Directors of the subsidiaries, needed to be in place. 

(3) Six of the seven coal producing subsidiaries of CIL did not comply.
(4) Guidelines containing the responsibility and delegati on at diff erent levels 

were formulated by CIL, the same were not dovetailed in their operati ng 
manual by the subsidiaries.

(5) Air polluti on and control measures: 
(a) In 12 of the sampled 30 operati ng mines & washeries, against 96 air quality 

monitoring stati ons, only 58 (60%) were established. 
(b) In all, 12 mines of four subsidiaries had not installed the ambient air 

quality monitoring systems linked to the State Polluti on Control Boards’ 
servers.

(c) Norms for monitoring of parti culate matt er came into eff ect from Nov 
2009, in Eastern Coalfi elds Limited, it started from May 2015. 

(d) PM 10 & PM 2.5 levels exceeded the prescribed norm at several locati ons.
Sources The Hindu

Butt erfl y survey in Andhra Pradesh
Why in 
news?

  The Forest Department and experts from Kerala and northeastern States will 
begin its fi rst survey of butt erfl y species in the Papikonda Nati onal Park (PNP). 
The PNP spreads over 1012.86 sq.km. in East and West Godavari districts.

  As many as 129 butt erfl y species have been recorded by direct sighti ng during the 
maiden scienti fi c survey carried out by the State Forest Department in Papikonda 
Nati onal Park in Andhra Pradesh.

More in 
news

  Aim of the Survey: Record all butt erfl y species, & also conduct a study on 
migratory species in the nati onal park in the Papikonda hill range in the Eastern 
Ghats.

  Who will carry out the Survey: A total of 50 experts led by Kerala-based 
environmental forum Warblers and Waders, including ornithologists.

  Durati on of Survey: 3-day survey is the maiden survey during which the enti re 
nati onal park will be explored, documenti ng butt erfl y species.

  Findings and report will be presented at the ‘Conference of the Parti es to the 
Conventi on on the Conservati on of Migratory Species’ to be held in Gandhinagar 
in February 2020.

  Exercise will off er a picture of the existi ng biodiversity of the park. The diversity 
of butt erfl y species would be considered as a health indicator of the park. 

  About the Findings of the Survey: 



 Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs December 2019  (Study Material)   73

The Unique Academy

(1) 129 species of butt erfl ies belonging to the six families have been recorded in 
70% of the PNP’s 1012 sq. km area. 

(2) At least 11 species sighted in the park during the survey are believed to be 
recorded for the fi rst ti me in Andhra Pradesh.

(3) 11 species: Brush Flitt er, Great Swift , Common Onyx, Yellow Jack Sailor, Black 
Prince, Tree Flitt er, Black-vein Sergeant, Staff  Sergeant, Club Beak, Common 
Imperial & Tri-coloured Pied Flat.

(4) The nati onal park was divided into four divisions — Nellooru, Mothugudem, 
Jalatharangani and Buruguvada — for the survey done in the “Fixed Line 
Transect” method.

(5) The experts observed that the butt erfl y species diversity was high in the 
Nellooru and Mothugudem divisions, in which nearly 100 species were 
recorded.

(6) Rare sighti ng: Only single male Butt erfl y — Plum Judy (Abisara echerius) 
belonging to the Riodinidae family — was sighted in the core area of the 
park near Kintakuru base camp. “The populati on of Plum Judy is believed to 
be very low in Asia,”.

(7) The highest of 48 species belonging to the family of Nymphalidae (Brush-
footed Butt erfl ies) was sighted. 

(8) The other butt erfl y families sighted in the park are Lycaenidae (Blues - 30 
species), Hesperiidea (Skippers - 26 species), Pieridae (Whites and Yellows - 
13 species) and Papiliionidae (Swallowtails - 6 species).

  Papikonda Nati onal Park (PNP): 
(1) Was declared as a nati onal park in 2008.
(2) Located in the Papi Hills in East Godavari and West Godavari districts of 

Andhra Pradesh.
(3) It is an Important Bird and Biodiversity Area and home to some endangered 

species of fl ora and fauna.
(4) Godavari River fl ows through the park.
(5) No part of Papikonda remains outside East and West Godavari districts aft er 

2014 and aft er the constructi on of Polavaram Dam.
(6) It was established as Papikonda Wildlife Sanctuary in 1978.
(7) Forest Department offi  cials say that the park is home to 121 butt erfl y species 

as per their internal studies.
Sources The Hindu

Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) released
Why in 
news?

  India, for the fi rst ti me, ranks among the top 10 in this year’s Climate Change 
Performance Index (CCPI) presented at the COP25 climate summit recently.

More in 
news

  Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI): measures the emissions, renewable 
energy share & climate policies of 57 countries and the EU.

  The Index Menti oned:
(1) U.S. and Saudi Arabia are among major polluters showing “hardly any signs” 

of reducing their greenhouse gas producti on.
(2) U.S. ranks last, followed by Saudi Arabia & Australia, although several countries 

did report falls in emissions last year, largely due to an industry-wide fade out 
of coal.
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(3) China- world’s largest single emitt er, was found to have taken “medium 
acti on” due to its high investment in renewables.

(4) India, for the fi rst ti me, ranks among the top 10: The current levels of per 
capita emissions and energy use in India, ranked 9th in the “high category”, 
are sti ll comparati vely low and, along with ambiti ous 2030 targets, result in 
high rati ngs for the greenhouse gas emissions & energy use categories.

(5) While climate performance varied greatly — even within the EU, with Sweden 
leading the way — the report found that none of the countries surveyed 
were currently on a path compati ble with the Paris climate goals.

(6) In the Paris agreement of 2015 nati ons had agreed to work towards limiti ng 
global temperature rise to “well below” 2 degrees Celsius above pre-
industrial levels.

Sources The Hindu

Operati on ‘Clean Art’ to crackdown on illegal trade in mongoose hair
Why is it in 
news?

  On October 24, 2019, about 200 offi  cials, including policemen in Utt ar Pradesh’s 
Bijnor district planned raid, to check on organised factories that were making 
paint brushes with mongoose hair.

More in 
news

  Operati on Clean Art:
(1) It was the fi rst pan India operati on to crackdown on the smuggling of 

mongoose hair in the country.
(2) There are six species of mongoose found in India and we have mostly 

recovered [in the raids] grey mongoose [hair],” said Wildlife Crime Control 
Bureau (WCCB).

  Aim: Operati on Clean Art was conceived by WCCB with the singular aim of 
ensuring that the mongoose hair brush trade should be closed down across the 
country.

  Organised crime: Describing the making of brushes with mongoose hair an 
“organised crime”, the offi  cial said most of these animals were poached by 
“hunti ng communiti es” across the country.

  Legal Provisions: The mongoose is listed in Schedule II Part 2 of the Wildlife 
Protecti on Act and any smuggling or possession of its body part is a non-bailable 
off ence.

Source The Hindu

Centre likely to challenge Utt arakhand forest noti ce
Why in 
news?

  The Union Environment Ministry is likely to challenge a recent noti fi cati on by the 
Utt arakhand Forest Department on its defi niti on of a “deemed forest”. 

More in 
news

  Deemed forests:
(1) Comprise about 1% of India’s forest land.

Miscellaneous
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(2) They are a controversial subject as they refer to land tracts that appear to be 
a “forest”, but have not been noti fi ed so by the government or in historical 
records.

(3) The freedom to defi ne which tracts of forest qualify as forest has been the 
prerogati ve of States since 1996. 

(4) However, it only applies to forest land that has not already been historically 
classifi ed as “forest” in revenue records, or categorised so by the government 
as “protected” or “reserve forest”.

  Noti fi cati on by the Utt arakhand government 
(1) It said that in areas recorded as “deemed forest” only tracts 10 hectares 

and above and having a canopy density of greater than 60%, would be 
considered forest. 

(2) The noti fi cati on appears to extend the defi niti on even to tracts already 
recorded as forest in revenue records.

Sources The Hindu

Red sand boa rescued in M.P.
Why in 
news?

  A red sand boa snake, worth around �1.25 crore, was rescued from fi ve persons, 
who were trying to sell it in Narsinghgarh town in district of Madhya Pradesh.

More in 
news

  About the Red Sand Boa Snake or Eryx johnii:
(1) Eryx johnii is a species of non-venomous snake in the subfamily Erycinae of 

the family Boidae. 
(2) IUCN Status: Near Threatened
(3) Endemism: The species is endemic to Iran, Pakistan, and India.
(4) Illegal Trading: These snakes are used for making certain medicines, 

cosmeti cs and in black magic, and are in huge demand in the internati onal 
market. They are also believed to bring good luck and wealth.

(5) It is protected under Schedule II of Wildlife Protecti on Act, 1972, of India.
Sources The Hindu

Massive locust invasion in Gujarat
Why in 
news?

  Sharing borders with neighbouring Pakistan, Gujarat is under att ack from hoppers 
— new-born locusts that have fl own in across the internati onal border. As 
swarms mature, they have ravaged farms in North Gujarat, devastati ng farmers 
in 3 border districts Banaskantha, Patan and Kutch.

More in 
news

  Havoc on crops: The locusts, known as ti ddis locally, have wreaked havoc on 
standing crops of castor, cumin, jatropha, cott on, and potato, and fodder grass 
in Gujarat.

  Worst since 1993: 
(1) Gujarat has not witnessed such an invasion of locusts since 1993-94.
(2) The last major upsurge in 1993, saw the incursion of 172 locust swarms.

  Predicted Warning
(1) FAO’s Warning: According to local experts, the State administrati on has 

been caught napping despite an alert from the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organisati on (FAO) of a massive locust att ack in South Asia covering Pakistan 
and India.
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(2) Locust Warning Organizati on (LWO),Jodhpur Warning: it had noti ced the 
swarms and predicted their trajectory across the internati onal border. 

(3) Preventi ve measures by the authoriti es were not taken.
  About the Insect:

(1) Locust Swarms are usually found in the Horn of Africa, West Asia and Indian 
Subconti nent.

(2) The insects fl y in during the day and sett le on the farms at night making it 
diffi  cult to ward off  the swarms. 

(3) They have the potenti al to damage the livelihood of a tenth of the world’s 
populati on.

(4) They travel at 16-19 Kmph & swarms can cover 130km or more in a day.
(5) Usually there are 40 million, and someti mes as many as 80 million locust 

adults in each sq km of a swarm.
(6) Locust invasion usually occur in areas that receive less than 200mm of rain 

annually, which is an area of about 16 million sq Km consisti ng of about 30 
countries.

(7) India has only one locust breeding season- July to October.
  Controlling the Swarms:

(1) Spraying small amounts of concentrated insecti cides using vehicle mounted 
aerial sprayer.

(2) Farmers also resort to using age old techniques like beati ng drums and 
vessels to scare the locusts away without much success. 

  Informati on by Agriculture Ministry’s Locust Warning Organisati on:
(1) Locusts are fl ying in from Pakistan’s Sindh province and spreading in villages 

in Rajasthan and Gujarat where south western monsoon was prolonged this 
year. 

(2) Originally, the locusts emerged in Feb this year from Sudan and Eritrea on 
the Africa’s Red Sea Coast and travelled through Saudi Arabia and Iran to 
enter Pakistan, where they invaded  the Sindh province and from there they 
moved into Rajasthan & Gujarat.

Sources The Hindu

Bar-headed goose spott ed in Pandalam
Why in 
news?

  A six-member team att ached to Pathanamthitt a Birders has spott ed the Bar-
headed goose (Anser Indicus) in the wetlands of Karingali Puncha, near 
Pandalam in Kerala, reportedly the fi rst sighti ng in the district.

More in 
news

  Earlier sighti ngs: 
(1) A few birds were observed in the Periyar Lake at Thekkady, 2yrs ago. 
(2) Before that some other observati ons were made in the Thrissur kole fi elds 

and in Kollam. 
(3) Large fl ocks used to visit the Koonthakulam bird sanctuary at Tirunelveli, 

Tamil Nadu. 
(4) It is rare that the bird is spott ed in Kerala and the recent sighti ng at puncha 

is important.
  About the Karingali Puncha wetlands, Kerala: The Puncha is a major birding 

spot in the district which reported the highest bird count in the Asian Waterfowl 
Census of 2015.
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  About Bar-headed goose (Anser Indicus):
(1) IUCN Conservati on Status: Least Concern
(2) Found in central China and Mongolia and they breed there. 
(3) Start migrati on to the Indian sub-conti nent during the winter and stay here 

ti ll the end of the season.
(4) Cross Himalayas: 

(a) One of the most high-alti tude migrati ons in the world: They are one of 
the birds which can fl y even at very high alti tude. They come to India and 
return to their homes by crossing the Himalayan ranges.

(b) Their ability to sustain the high oxygen demands of fl ight in air that is 
exceedingly oxygen-thin is excepti onal. 

(c) The capacity of bar-headed geese to transport and consume oxygen at 
high rates in hypoxia disti nguishes this species from similar lowland 
waterfowl.

Sources The Hindu

Pampa polluti on threat aggravates
Why in 
news?

  The Kerala State Polluti on Control Board (PCB) has cauti oned against the growing 
polluti on status of Pampa river along the bathing ghats in the foothills of 
Sabarimala ever since the beginning of the annual pilgrim’s season in mid-
November.

More in 
news

  Likely causes of River Polluti on:
(1) Lean river fl ow, coupled with the fl ow of sewage from the river banks. 
(2) Bath at ghats: Large number of people taking bath at the ghats too contributed 

to the steadily degrading quality of water.
(3) Highly Degraded water quality of the Njunangar stream leading to the 

Pampa from Sabarimala Sannidhanam aff ected the quality of the Pampa at 
Aratt ukadavu and its downstream reaches.

(4) PCB water quality analysis: found the faecal coliform (FC) count in the 
Aratt ukadavu stretch at 5,100 colony forming unit (CFU) in every 100 ml of 
water against its maximum permissible limit of 500 CFU/100 ml. The CFU 
count was only 160 in Aratt ukadavu on Nov 18. 

(5) Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) of the river water was found 4.7 mg per 
litre against the maximum permissible limit of 3 mg.

(6) Soluti on: ensuring a minimum fl ow of 5 cumecs per second through periodic 
release of water from the Kullar dam of the Kerala State Electricity Board was 
the only soluti on to address the present polluti on problem in Pampa.

  About Pampa/Pamba River:
(1) 3rd longest river in the South Indian state of Kerala aft er Periyar and 

Bharathappuzha & the longest river in the erstwhile princely state of 
Travancore.

(2) Sabarimala temple dedicated to Lord Ayyappa is located on the banks of the 
river Pamba.

(3) Mouth: Vembanad Lake
(4) Tributaries: Azhuthayar, Kakkiyar, Kakkatt ar, Kallar, Madatharuvi, 

Thanungatti  lthodu, Kozhithodu, Varatt ar, Kutt emperoor.
Sources The Hindu
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IBM’s weather forecast system to tap users’ phones for data
Why in news?   Internati onal technology company IBM plans to make a high-resoluti on 

weather forecast model that will also rely on user-generated data to improve 
the accuracy of forecasts available in India.

More in news   About the Forecast System IBM GRAF: 
(1) High Resoluti on forecasts: Forecasts at a resoluti on of 3 kilometres can be 

generated which is a signifi cantly higher resoluti on than the 12-kilometre 
models used by the India Meteorological Department to generate 
forecasts.

(2) Dynamic Modelling: These weather forecast techniques rely on dynamic 
modelling and collect a trove of atmospheric and ocean data, crunch it in 
supercomputers and generate forecasts over desired ti me-frames — three 
days, weekly or fortnightly.

(3) Accuracy: forecasts via IBM GRAF are 30% more accurate than those 
generated by 12-km resoluti on models-as per IBM

(4) IBM relies on a global network of sensors — automati c weather stati on, 
data buoys & barometric pressure data from cell phones of users who’ve 
downloaded the applicati on, for the forecast. 

(5) Free Download:  Weather forecasts will be available to individuals for free 
download and can be used by farmers.

  Study by IBM found that 72% Indians believed that the local economy had 
been disrupted by a severe weather event in the past year and 89% were 
concerned that climate change could negati vely impact the economy.

Sources The Hindu
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India, Sweden to sign MoU for polar science cooperati on
Why is it in 
news?

  India and Sweden are likely to sign their fi rst mariti me cooperati on agreement, 
Cooperati on in Polar Science, during the visit to India of the Swedish royal couple 
and senior Ministers, including Foreign Minister Anne Linde.

More in 
news

  Swedish Ambassador’s statement: 
(1) “We have a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) that’s being prepared, it’s 

both Arcti c and Antarcti c, so we call it Polar encompassing both. It has been 
in the works for some ti me. We have a tentati ve agreement.”

(2) On defence deal: Mr. Molin said the Swedish government made it clear that it 
saw defence as one important area “conti nually” between the two countries 
and the Swedish government was “behind Saab’s eff orts” to pitch its Gripen 
fi ghter for the Indian Air Force’s tender for 114 jets

Source The Hindu

Percepti onal diff erences over India-China border: Rajnath Singh
Why is it in 
news?

  Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Wednesday told the Lok Sabha that there 
are “percepti onal diff erences” between India and China on the Line of Actual 
Control (LAC) on the border issues but the two countries have a mechanism 
that prevents any escalati on of confl ict.

More in 
news

  Established mechanisms: There are established mechanisms like personal 
meeti ngs between the local commanders of the Indian and Chinese troops, fl ag 
meeti ngs ass well long-term diplomati c eff orts.

  The Defence Minister said that whenever a situati on of confrontati on arises, 
Armies of the two countries handle it in a very “mature” way.

  Line of Actual Control (LAC)
(1) Line of Actual Control is the eff ecti ve military border which separates Indian 

controlled areas of Jammu and Kashmir from Aksai Chin. 
(2) It is the eff ecti ve border between People’s Republic of china and India 
(3) Length: 4057 kms approx.
(4) Areas: It touches Jammu and Kashmir, Utt arakhand, Himanchal and Sikkim 

of Indian states. 
(5) It is not a legally recognized internati onal boundary, but rather it is the 

practi cal boundary.
Source The Hindu

Offi  cials dismiss concerns over U.S. resoluti on
Why is it in 
news?

  The External Aff airs Ministry has refused to comment on the U.S. House resoluti on 
on Jammu and Kashmir introduced by Indian-American lawmaker Pramila Jayapal.

Internati onal Relati on3
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More in 
news

  Government of India’s eff orts: The government had recently stepped up 
eff orts to ensure that the resoluti on is not passed, with offi  cials reaching out to 
Congressmen and women as well as the Indian diaspora to mobilise support.

  More about the resoluti on: 
(1) The current resoluti on (H. Res 475) has been introduced by a Republican 

representati ve Steve Watkins, and Ms. Jayapal, a Democrat.
(2) Fallout of the resoluti on:  India is also hopeful that U.S. House members of 

the India caucus will move the process in their favour, while former diplomats 
said the larger fallout of the resoluti on was in the opti cs, not in its substance.

(3) It is among the fi rst such resoluti ons criti cising the Indian government for 
restricti ons in Jammu and Kashmir since 2000.

Source The Hindu

U.S. panel recommends sancti ons against Amit Shah
Why is it in 
news?

  The U.S. Internati onal Commission on Religious Freedom (USCIRF) has 
expressed concern over the Citi zenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019 and considered 
recommending sancti ons against Home Minister Amit Shah and other top leaders.

More in 
news

  USCIRF’s statement:
(1) If the CAB passes in both Houses of Parliament, the United States government 

should consider sancti ons against the Home Minister and other principal 
leadership.

(2) USCIRF fears that the Indian government is creati ng a religious test for Indian 
citi zenship that would strip citi zenship from millions of Muslims

  More about USCIRF:
(1) The USCIRF describes itself as an independent, biparti san US federal 

government commission that was created by The Internati onal Religious 
Freedom Act (IRFA).

(2) IRFA: 
(a) The Internati onal Religious Freedom Act of 1998 was passed by the 105th 

US Congress (1997-99) and signed into law by the then President Bill 
Clinton on October 27, 1998. 

(b) It is a statement of the United States’s concern over violati ons of religious 
freedoms overseas.

(3) Mandate of USCIRF: The USCIRF is mandated by US statute to “monitor 
the universal right to freedom of religion or belief abroad — not in the 
United States — using internati onal standards to do so and makes policy 
recommendati ons to the President, Secretary of State, and Congress.

  Indian MEA statement: 
(1) The statement made by the USCIRF is neither accurate nor warranted. 
(2) The Bill provides expedited considerati on for Indian citi zenship to persecuted 

religious minoriti es already in India from certain conti guous countries.
Source The Hindu, Indian Express.

Pakistan court indicts Hafi z Saeed on terror fi nancing charges
Why is it in 
news?

  An anti -terrorism court (ATC) indicted Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD) chief Hafi z Saeed on 
terror fi nancing charges on Wednesday in Lahore.
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More in 
news

  FIR against Saeed:
(1) FIR against Saeed and other JuD leaders Abdul Ghaff ar, Hafi z Masood, Ameer 

Hamza and Malik Zafar Iqbal was registered in July on charges of terror 
fi nancing. 

(2) The case against Saeed and the others was registered by the Counter-Terrorism 
Department (CTD) in Gujranwala.

  Master of 26/11 att acks: Saeed is the alleged mastermind of the 2008 Mumbai 
terror att acks that killed 166 people. 

  Bounty declared by US: He also has a bounty on his head worth $10 million by 
the U.S. government.

Source The Hindu

U.K. raised concerns over BJP affi  liate’s support to Conservati ves
Why is it in 
news?

  The Briti sh government had sent a message to the Ministry of External Aff airs and 
the Bharati ya Janata Party (BJP) to express its concerns that the party was taking 
a parti san stand on the electi on.

More in 
news

  Briti sh diplomat met MEA and BJP offi  ce bearers: A senior Briti sh diplomat met 
the BJP’s Foreign Cell Head in Delhi to express the concerns, aft er interviews given 
by BJP-affi  liated OF-BJP (Overseas Friends of BJP) leaders, including president 
Kuldip Singh Shekhawat, that indicated that the Indian ruling party would prefer 
a Conservati ve party win.

  MEA stand on the issue:
(1) The MEA declined to make an offi  cial comment, but sources said the 

government’s positi on had been conveyed to the U.K. government on the 
matt er.

(2) “Electi on is an internal matt er of UK. People who voted in the electi ons are all 
UK nati onals. 

(3) We do not wish to get involved as to which secti on of their populati on is 
supporti ng whom.”

Source The Hindu

Defence ti es to get push at ‘2+2’ with U.S.
Why is it in 
news?

  Enhanced defence cooperati on, furthering their Indo-Pacifi c strategy, and 
discussions on global challenges, including U.S. policy in Iran and Afghanistan, 
are likely to feature at 2+2 dialogue between India and U.S.

More in 
news

  Defence ti es
(1) ISA and COMCASA: The two sides are expected to sign the Industrial Security 

Annex (ISA) and review steps being taken to operati onalise the foundati onal 
agreement Communicati ons Compati bility and Security Agreement 
(COMCASA) which was signed during the previous 2+2 talks.

(2) ISA: The ISA is crucial for U.S. companies bidding for big ti cket Indian deals 
to partner with Indian private industry, especially the multi -billion dollar 
deal for 114 fi ghter jets.

(3) BECA: Discussions on the last foundati onal agreement, Basic Exchange and 
Cooperati on Agreement for Geo-spati al Cooperati on (BECA) are not concluded 
yet, as some diff erences sti ll remain.
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  Quad
(1) As part of the larger Indo-Pacifi c focus, the evolving cooperati on between 

the Quad grouping comprising India, Australia, Japan and the U.S. will also be 
discussed. 

(2) While U.S. has been pushing for greater military engagement, New Delhi has 
stated that it doesn’t see any military role for the grouping.

(3) Quad: The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD, also known as the Quad) is 
an informal strategic dialogue between the United States, Japan, Australia 
and India that is maintained by talks between member countries.

Source The Hindu

Imran peddled falsehoods at World Refugee Forum: MEA
Why is it in 
news?

  Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan has presented falsehoods at the Global 
Refugee Forum meeti ng in Geneva, India stated on Tuesday.

  Speaking at the World Refugee Forum in Geneva on Tuesday, Mr. Khan had 
criti cised India for the developments in Kashmir and for the Citi zenship 
Amendment Act.

More in 
news

  MEA Spokesperson statement:
(1) Pakistan’s PM Imran Khan has once again peddled familiar falsehoods at 

a multi lateral platf orm to advocate his narrow politi cal agenda by making 
gratuitous and unwarranted remarks on matt ers enti rely internal to India. 

(2) t should now be clear to the enti re world that this is an established patt ern of 
his habitual and compulsive abuse of global forums.

(3) Over the past 72 years, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan has systemati cally 
persecuted all of its minoriti es, forcing most of them to fl ee to India.

(4) Pakistan must act to protect and promote the rights of its own minoriti es 
and co-religionists.

Source The Hindu

Bangladesh gives river panel meet a miss
Why is it in 
news?

  Bangladesh has not sent a delegati on for the Joint River Commission (JRC) meeti ng 
with India that was scheduled to be held in New Delhi on Wednesday.

More in 
news

  Eff ect of this development: This has cast a shadow over the agreement to share 
the waters of the Feni river that was taken up during the October visit of Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina to India.

  Series of cancellati ons: This is the third cancellati on of engagement by Dhaka 
aft er Foreign Minister A.K. Abul Momin and Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan 
called off  their visits to New Delhi and Meghalaya last week. 

  Reason behind cancellati ons: The cancellati ons indicated Dhaka’s displeasure 
over repeated reference by India’s politi cal leadership to the alleged persecuti on 
of religious minoriti es in Bangladesh.

  More about Joint River Commission (JRC)
(1) A Joint Statement issued aft er Ms. Hasina’s October meeti ng with PM 

Narendra Modi had laid down the agenda of the JRC.
(2) Declarati on in the statement:  It was declared that the Technical Level 

Committ ee of the JRC was to fi rm up the draft  framework agreement of the 
interim sharing of the Feni river's waters with Tripura. 
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(3) Bangladesh had agreed to let India withdraw 1.82 cusecs from the river to 
supply the border town of Sabroom in the north-eastern State.

(4) The JRC came into existence as a result of the Indo-Bangladesh Treaty of 
Friendship, 1972

(5) It is among the oldest bilateral mechanisms of India that helps in harnessing 
the waters of the rivers that both countries share. 

(6) India and Bangladesh share at least 54 rivers and the JRC is crucial to avoid 
any disputes arising out of these common water resources.

Source The Hindu

Portugal sets up Gandhi prize
Why is it in 
news?

  Portuguese PM Antonio Costa on Thursday announced the setti  ng up of a 
Gandhi Citi zenship Educati on Prize.

  He was att ending the second meeti ng of the Nati onal Committ ee for the 
Commemorati on Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th Birth Anniversary chaired by 
President Ram Nath Kovind at the Rashtrapati  Bhavan.

More in 
news

  Only foreign PM in committ ee: The only foreign Prime Minister to be a part of the 
committ ee, Mr. Costa said Portugal would launch the prize in order to promote 
Gandhi’s ideals. 

  About the prize:
  Every year, the prize would be inspired by Gandhi’s thoughts and quotes, 
  The fi rst editi on of the prize would be dedicated to animal welfare.
  Nati onal Committ ee for the Commemorati on Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th Birth 

Anniversary
(1) The committ ee includes Vice-President M. Venkaiah Naidu, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi and the Union Cabinet, Chief Ministers, Gandhians etc.,
(2) Suggesti on by members: Some members of the committ ee shared suggesti ons, 

including promoti ng Gandhi’s thoughts through school curriculum using 
technology, introducing courses on sanitati on and waste management in 
higher educati on, and making literature by and about Gandhi available on 
digital platf orms.

Source The Hindu

Jaishankar briefs U.S. Senate panel on CAA
Why is it in 
news?

  External Aff airs Minister S. Jaishankar had shared India’s perspecti ve on 
Citi zenship (Amendment) Act (CAA), 2019, with the Senate Foreign Relati ons 
Committ ee on the side-lines of Wednesday’s India-U.S. “2+2” ministerial meeti ng 
in the United States.

More in 
news

  Recent developments
(1) India has been maintaining that the developments regarding the new 

citi zenship code is an internal matt er. 
(2) This did not prevent important legislati ve outf its in the U.S. from commenti ng 

on the new law with the USCIRF calling for sancti ons on Home Minister Amit 
Shah.

(3) Joint statement: 
(a) In a joint statement issued on Thursday, both India and the U.S. agreed 

to uphold the “internati onal rules-based order.
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(b) The statement called upon Pakistan to deny resources to cross-border 
terror groups.

Source The Hindu

India, Iran agree to accelerate Chabahar development
Why is it in 
news?

  External Aff airs Minister S. Jaishankar met with Iranian Foreign Minister Javad 
Zarif for a meeti ng of the 19th India-Iran joint commission, including talks on 
the Chabahar port.

More in 
news

  Indian EAM’s statement: 
(1) Mr. Jaishankar said the meeti ng with Mr. Zarif and the Iranian delegati on had 

been “very producti ve”. 
(2) We reviewed the enti re gamut of our cooperati on and agreed on accelerati ng 

our Chabahar project.
  OIC says it is “concerned”

(1) Organisati on for Islamic Cooperati on (OIC) issued a statement of “concern” 
criti cising the government on Sunday, over the Citi zenship Amendment Act 
and the Babri Masjid verdict of the Supreme Court.

(2) Statement: The OIC reiterates its call to ensure the safety of the Muslim 
minority and the protecti on of Islamic holy places in India, invoking the 
United Nati ons charter against discriminati on

Source The Hindu

Russia hopeful of India’s free trade pact with EAEU
Why is it in 
news?

  Russia is looking forward to India concluding a new Free Trade Agreement with 
the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), its Ambassador Nikolay Kudashev said on 
Monday.

More in 
news

  Russian statement
(1) Both countries would move forward on military and technical cooperati on 

based on commitments, with Russia seeking de-escalati on of the domesti c 
challenges that arose aft er the adopti on of the new citi zenship law in India.

(2) In 2020 we are hopeful of an early conclusion of the Free Trade Agreement 
between the EAEU and India and the next round of the Russian-Indian 
Strategic Economic Dialogue with the focus on transport, agriculture, small 
and medium enterprises

  Eurasian Economic Union
(1) The Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) is an economic union of states located 

in central and northern Asia and Eastern Europe.
(2) Members: Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia

Source The Hindu, Wikipedia

India welcomes Afghan results, cauti ous about challenges to Ghani-
Saleh’s victory
Why is it in 
news?

  India welcomed the preliminary results in the Afghanistan presidenti al electi on 
but stopped short of congratulati ng President Ashraf Ghani directly for winning 
a second term.
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More in 
news

  President Ashraf Ghani wins majority: According the Independent Electi on 
Commission (IEC) results announced on Sunday evening, Mr. Ghani had won a 
majority of 50.64% of the votes, with his closest rival and former chief executi ve 
Abdullah Abdullah getti  ng 39.52% of the 1.9 million votes counted.

  India’s statement
(1) We welcome the announcement of the preliminary results of the Presidenti al 

electi on of Afghanistan held on September 28 and commend all the leaders 
and insti tuti ons for their hard work to preserve and strengthen democracy in 
the country

(2) India remains committ ed to work with the people and Government of 
Afghanistan, in its fi ght against terrorism and in its pursuit of socio-economic 
development.

Source The Hindu

Terror poses challenge to peace in South Asia: PM
Why is it in 
news?

  Countries in South Asia should take steps to resist terrorism that poses a 
challenge to prosperity and peace in the region, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has said in a lett er to the Secretariat of the South Asian Associati on for Regional 
Cooperati on (SAARC) in Kathmandu.

More in 
news

  PM Modi: It is criti cal that all countries in the region take eff ecti ve steps to defeat 
terrorism and the forces that support it.

  Informal summit of SAARC: 
(1) Mr. Modi’s comments come amid speculati on on an informal summit of 

SAARC leaders. 
(2) It is felt that an informal summit is the way to end the stalemate.

  More about SAARC
(1) The South Asian Associati on for Regional Cooperati on (SAARC) was established 

with the signing of the SAARC Charter in Dhaka on 8 December 1985.
(2) Headquarters and Secretariat: Kathmandu, Nepal
(3) Members: Afghanistan, Bangladesh Bhutan, India, Maldives Nepal, Pakistan, 

Sri Lanka
(4) Objecti ves:

(a) To promote the welfare of the people of South Asia and to improve their 
quality of life.

(b) To accelerate economic growth, social progress and cultural development 
in the region and to provide all individuals the opportunity to live in dignity 
and to realize their full potenti als.

(c) To promote and strengthen collecti ve self-reliance among the countries of 
South Asia.

(d) To promote acti ve collaborati on and mutual assistance in the economic, 
social, cultural, technical and scienti fi c fi elds.

Internati onal Event
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(e) To cooperate with internati onal and regional organizati ons with similar 
aims and purposes.

Source The Hindu, SAARC website

Japan, Australia sti ll hopeful of India’s rethink on RCEP
Why is it in 
news?

  Offi  cials from India’s Indo-Pacifi c partners Australia and Japan are sti ll discussing 
the issue in the hope that the government will rethink the decision to quit the 
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)

More in 
news

  2+2 meet ahead of Australian PM’s visit: 
(1) Indian and Australian Foreign and Defence Secretaries met for ‘2+2’ talks to 

discuss Mr. Morrison’s visit. 
(2) Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale and Defence Secretary Ajay Kumar led the 

Indian delegati on and Frances Adamson, Secretary, Department of Foreign 
Aff airs, and Greg Moriarty, Secretary, Department of Defence, led the 
Australian delegati on

  RCEP issue likely to be addressed: Ahead of the visits by Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe this month and Australian Prime Minister Scott  Morrison next month, 
high-level meeti ngs in New Delhi this week are both raising RCEP.

  Commerce Ministry’s stand: Commerce Ministry offi  cials said the government’s 
positi on had not changed, and the “ball is in the court” of RCEP countries, 
parti cularly China, to extend concessions to India, parti cularly over the rules of 
origin and service sector access.

Source The Hindu

India up one rank in UN development index
Why is it in 
news?

  India ranks 129 out of 189 countries on the 2019 Human Development Index 
(HDI) — up one slot from the 130th positi on last year — according to the Human 
Development Report (HDR) released by the United Nati ons Development 
Programme (UNDP) on Monday.

More in 
news

  Key fi ndings of the report
(1) On Gender based inequaliti es

(a) The report notes that group-based inequaliti es persist, especially 
aff ecti ng women and girls and no place in the world has gender equality. 

(b) In the Gender Inequality Index (GII), India is at 122 out of 162 countries. 
(c) Neighbours China (39), Sri Lanka (86), Bhutan (99), Myanmar (106) were 

placed above India
(d) World outlook: 
(e) The report notes that the world is not on track to achieve gender equality 

by 2030 as per the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. 
(f) It forecasts that it may take 202 years to close the gender gap in economic 

opportunity — one of the three indicators of the GII.
  Increase in India’s HDI value: India’s HDI value increased by 50% (from 0.431 to 

0.647), which places it above the average for other South Asian countries (0.642).
  Inequality adjusted HDI: 

(1) For inequality-adjusted HDI (IHDI), India’s positi on drops by one positi on to 
130, losing nearly half the progress (.647 to .477) made in the past 30 years. 

(2) The IHDI indicates percentage loss in HDI due to inequaliti es.
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  Measuring HDI: The HDI is the composite measure of every country’s att ainment 
in three basic dimensions:
(1) Standard of living measured by the gross nati onal income (GNI) per capita.
(2) Health measured by the life expectancy at birth.
(3) Educati on levels calculated by 

(a) mean years of educati on among the adult populati on and 
(b) the expected years of schooling for children.

Source The Hindu

Restore normalcy in Kashmir: EU
Why is it in 
news?

  The European Union remains “concerned” about the situati on in Jammu and 
Kashmir and its positi on has not changed in the months since the government’s 
decision on Arti cle 370, the newly appointed EU Ambassador said in New Delhi 
on Tuesday.

More in 
news

  Statement from EU Ambassador
(1) It is crucial that freedom of movement and means of communicati on are 

restored along with all essenti al services. 
(2) We have urged a restorati on of normalcy, while we do understand India’s 

security concerns
  On Citi zenship (Amendment) Bill: Ambassador Ugo Astuto also said the EU was 

following the current debate in Parliament over the Citi zenship Amendment 
Bill and hoped that India’s consti tuti onal traditi ons would be upheld.

Source The Hindu

Pakistan to host OIC meet on Kashmir, CAA
Why is it in 
news?

  Pakistan will hold a ministerial meeti ng of the 57-member Organisati on for Islamic 
Cooperati on (OIC) on Jammu and Kashmir in April 2020.

More in 
news

  Timing of the announcement: The announcement came days aft er recently-
appointed Saudi Foreign Minister Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud visited Islamabad and 
met with the Pakistani leadership.

  Reports in Pak. Media
(1) According to Radio Pakistan, the offi  cials had discussed holding the meeti ng 

of ministers of the OIC grouping of Muslim majority countries, led by Saudi 
Arabia, to focus on the “human rights situati on in occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir and enactment of an anti -Muslim law in India”. 

(2) The report added that the ministerial meeti ng “is expected to be held in 
Islamabad in April 2020.

  Organizati on for Islamic Cooperati on (OIC)
(1) It is an internati onal organizati on founded in 1969, consisti ng of 57 member states.
(2) It is the second largest inter-governmental organizati on aft er the United 

Nati ons.
(3) The organisati on states that it is “the collecti ve voice of the Muslim world” 

and works to “safeguard and protect the interests of the Muslim world in 
the spirit of promoti ng internati onal peace and harmony “.

(4) The OIC has permanent delegati ons to the United Nati ons and the European Union.
Source The Hindu, Wikipedia
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Energy- rich food aims to counter urban malnutriti on 
Why is it in 
the news?

  Children suff ering from severe acute malnutriti on (SAM) in urban areas are likely to 
get ready -to- eat energy dense nutriti ous food (EDNF) paste to fight deficiencies. 

  The plan has been approved in principle by Maharashtra government, 
it is awaiti ng a nod from the Centre. 

More in the 
news

  The ready to eat EDNF is a paste made of peanuts, oil, sugar, milk powder, nuts, 
and other nutriti on- rich ingredients. 

  Used as a medical interventi on, the paste is given to SAM affected children 
along with other meals in anganwadis.

  According to the World Health Organizati on, ready-to- use therapeuti c food 
(RUTF) has revoluti onised the treatment of severe malnutriti on- providing foods 
that are safe to use at home and ensure rapid weight gain in severely malnourished 
children.

Source The Hindu.

Welfare of Parents and Senior Citi zens Act
Why is it in 
the news ?

  A bill was introduced in Lok Sabha to amend an existi ng law concerning the 
welfare of senior citi zens and parents.

  It seeks to expand some existi ng defi niti ons such as maintenance, welfare, 
children and parents.

  The Bill amends the Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citi zens Act, 2007.
More in the 
news

  Aim: To provide for the maintenance and welfare of parents and senior citi zens 
for ensuring their basic needs, safety and security, establishment, management, 
and regulati on of insti tuti ons and services, and rights guaranteed under the 
Consti tuti on.

  Key Provisions of Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citi zens 
(Amendment) Bill, 2019:
(1) It removes the ceiling of Rs10,000 as maintenance and includes the preference to 

dispose of applicati ons of senior citi zens, above 80 years of age. 
(2) It proposes registrati on of senior citi zens care homes and home care service 

agencies.
(3) It seeks to ensure that minimum standards are maintained at senior citi zen 

care homes.
(4) It includes the appointment of nodal police offi  cers for senior citi zens at every 

police stati on and district-level special police unit with a helpline for senior 
citi zens.

  Background:
(1) With more than 135 million elderly people, India today has the second-largest 

populati on of senior citi zens.

    Social Issues4
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(2) These elders deserve care and concern. 
(3) The fast-paced and ever-changing life of today is conti nuously widening the 

gap between generati ons and thus the creati on of a happy environment for 
the elderly is our traditi onal, moral, and legal responsibility.

Source The Hindu, LiveMint.

Accessible India campaign 
Why is it in 
the news ?

  The deadline for the government’s Accessible India campaign that aims at making 
public spaces friendly for persons with disabiliti es has been extended due to 
“slow progress”.

  Revised deadlines have been extended to March 2020.
About the 
Accessible 
India 
campaign

  It an initi ati ve of the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabiliti es 
(DEPwD), Ministry of Social Justi ce & Empowerment.

  It is a nati on-wide fl agship campaign for achieving universal accessibility to 
persons with disabiliti es(PwDs).

  Purpose: To provide equal opportunity and make them live independently and 
parti cipate fully in all aspects of life in an inclusive society.

  Targets/Components: 
(1) Enhancing the accessibility of built environment.
(2) Informati on & communicati on eco-System accessibility.
(3) Accessibility to transport system.

Signifi cance 
of the 
campaign

  Access:
(1) The government buildings will be made fully accessible for persons with disabiliti es.
(2) All the internati onal airports in the country and railway stati ons will be made 

fully accessible. 
(3) Government owned public transport will be converted into fully accessible 

carriers. 
  Nati onal Standards: There will be standards on capti oning and sign-language 

interpretati on in consultati on with Nati onal media authoriti es.
Source The Hindu, LiveMint.

A.P. e-platf orm for women
Why is it in 
the news ?

  The Andhra Pradesh police are tapping into digital technology in a big way as it 
gears up to implement the Disha Act-2019.

More in the 
news

  Safety of women has been integrated into the AP police in a big way aft er we 
launched Mahila Mitra, Cyber Mitra and Be Safe mobile applicati ons.

  Now the AP government will launch an e-platf orm, integrati ng all women’s safety 
programmes and digital technologies. 

  State will also be using Facial Recogniti on Tools to identi fy predators targeti ng 
women and children.

  Chief Minister will launch the Suraksha-Spandana on January 1, a new grievance 
redressal mechanism for women.

Source The Hindu.

Packaged foods ‘breach’ safe limits
Why is it in 
the news ?

  As per the analysis conducted by the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE), 
several packaged snacks and fast foods breach safe limits for salt and fat content.
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About the 
Accessible 
India 
campaign

  Tested Samples:
(1) The agency tested salt, fat, trans-fat and carbohydrates in 33 popular “junk foods”.
(2) 14 samples of chips, salted snacks, instant noodles and instant soup.
(3) 19 samples of burgers, fries, fried chicken, pizzas, sandwiches and wraps.

  Recommended Dietary Allowance (RDA):
(1) The CSE relied on the Recommended Dietary Allowance (RDA).
(2) RDA is the daily ceiling for salt, fat, carbohydrates and trans-fat. 
(3) The RDA is based on scienti fi c consensus and has been agreed upon by the 

WHO and the Nati onal Insti tute of Nutriti on in India. 
(4) Acc. to RDA,  ideally, no more than 5 g of salt, 60 g of fat, 300 g of carbohydrate 

and 2.2 g of trans-fat should be consumed by an adult every day. 
(5) The RDA from breakfast, lunch and dinner should be no more than 25% each, 

and from snacks, no more than 10%.
Source The Hindu.

Mental disorders higher in South India: study 
Why is it in 
the news?

  The fi rst comprehensive esti mates of disease burden att ributable to mental 
health from 1990 prepared by the India State-Level Disease Burden Initi ati ve and 
published in the Lancet Psychiatry.

More in the 
news

  According to the study, south Indian states account for a higher prevalence of 
mental disorders.

  It manifest primarily during adulthood in depression and anxiety.
  Findings of the Study:

(1) Roughly one in seven Indians, or 197 million persons, suff ered from mental disorders 
of varying severity in 2017.

(2) These include depression, anxiety disorders, schizophrenia, bipolar disorders, 
conduct disorders, auti sm etc. 

(3) Importantly, the contributi on of mental disorders to the disability adjusted 
life year (DALY), has doubled between 1990 and 2017 increasing from 2.5% to 
4.7%. 

(4) DALY is the sum of total years of life lost and years lived with disability
(5) Mental disorders were the second leading cause of disease burden in terms 

of years lived with disability (YLDs) and the sixth leading cause of disability-
adjusted life-years (DALYs) in the world in 2017.

  Data:
(1) In total, 45.7 million people had depressive disorders, as one in three years lost due 

to a mental disorder was due to depression. 
(2) This was followed by anxiety- a total of 44.9 million people suff ered from it 

and it accounted for the loss of 1 in 5 years.
  Three categories:

(1) The study divides diff erent States into three categories on the basis of their socio-
demographic index (SDI), i.e low, medium and high SDI States. 

(2) The SDI is a composite measure of per-capita income, mean educati on, and ferti lity 
rate in women younger than 25 years and is calculated on a scale of one.

  State-wise:
(1) Prevalence of depressive disorders was highest in Tamil Nadu (loss of 836 years per 1 

lakh populati on ), followed by Kerala, Goa and Telangana in the high SDI State group
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(2) The prevalence of depressive disorders was highest in Andhra Pradesh (loss of 
793 years) in the middle SDI State group.

Source The Hindu.

Study warns of growing cancer burden
Why is it in 
the news?

  A study tracing the growing burden of cancer in India states that most of the 
increase in cancer incidences are att ributable to its epidemiological transiti on 
and improvement in the use of cancer diagnosti cs.

More in the 
news

  The paper was published in the Journal of Global Oncology which is promoted by 
the American Society of Clinical Oncology.

  Findings of the Study:
(1) The country's cancer burden will conti nue to increase as a result of the ongoing 

ageing of India and improving access to cancer diagnosti cs in rural India
(2) While cancer-like diseases were documented since anti quity, recording of 

cancer in India began only in the 19th century.
(3) Cancer is primarily a disease of older people, hence, as life expectancy went 

up, cancer incidences too went up.
(4) In India the fastest epidemiological transiti on happened in Kerala, whereas 

Utt ar Pradesh remained in the slowest group.
(5) The low incidences of infecti ous diseases in Kerala has given rise to more 

cancer compared to U.P.
(6) Cancer is the second leading cause of adult death in urban and fourth in rural 

India.
(7) It is the leading cause of catastrophic health spending, distress fi nancing, and 

increasing expenditure before death in India.
  Out-of-pocket expenditure:

(1) It is three ti mes higher for private inpati ent cancer care in India. 
(2) Approximately 40% of cancer costs are met through borrowing, sale of assets, 

and contributi ons from friends and relati ves. 
(3) These costs exceed 20% of annual per capita household expenditure in 60% 

of Indian households with a pati ent with cancer.
  Transiti on: There has been a decline of cancers caused by infecti ons, such as 

cervical, stomach, and penile cancer, and an increase in cancers associated with 
energy intake, physical acti vity imbalance and ageing, such as breast, colorectal 
and prostate cancers.

Source The Hindu.
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A ti ghtrope walk for monetary policy panel
Why is it in 
the news?

  The deliberati ons on fi ft h bimonthly monetary policy have started.
  The current economic scenario makes the December policy review for monetary 

policy members complicated.
More in the 
news

  Growth Not Revived:
(1) Despite a 135-basis point (bps) reducti on in the policy rate since February, growth 

has not revived. 
(2) In fact, the country’s GDP growth dipped further in the July-September quarter 

to 4.5% the lowest in 26 quarters.
  Infl ati on Rising:

(1) Consumer price index-based infl ati on was at a 16-month high of 4.62% in October, 
higher than the central bank’s medium-term target of 4%. 

(2) The rise in infl ati on was mainly driven by increase in food prices. 
(3) Consumer food price infl ati on, which amounts to half of the infl ati on basket, 

increased to 7.89% compared to 5.1% in the previous month.
  This makes the December policy review for monetary policy members complicated.

Source The Hindu.

Payment Bank to Small Finance Bank
Why is it in 
the news ?

  RBI released fi nal guidelines and opened the window for applicants to approach 
the regulator at any point of ti me for 'on-tap' licensing of Small Finance Banks 
(SFBs).

More in the 
news

  Limit raised: The minimum paid-up voti ng equity capital or net worth requirement 
has been set at Rs 200 crore,  up from Rs 100 crore as set earlier.

  For primary urban cooperati ve banks: The initi al requirement of net worth shall 
be at Rs 100 crore, which will have to be increased to Rs 200 crore within fi ve 
years from the date of commencement of business.

  Payments Banks have also been allowed to apply for conversion into SFB aft er 
fi ve years of operati ons, if they meet other eligibility norms.

  Stake Share Limit: 
(1) Investors, other than promoters, will not be allowed to hold more than 10 percent 

stake in the SFB. 
(2) However, in case of NBFCs, micro-fi nance insti tuti ons and local area banks, 

where non-promoters hold more than 10 percent limit, RBI may consider 
giving 3 years ti me to dilute the stake.

  SFBs will be given scheduled bank status immediately and will be allowed to 
open banking outlets from the date of commencement of operati ons.

  About Small fi nance banks (SFBs):
(1) SFBs are a type of niche banks in India. 

ECONOMY5
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(2) Banks with a small fi nance bank license can provide basic banking service of 
acceptance of deposits and lending. 

(3) The aim behind these to provide fi nancial inclusion to secti ons of the economy 
not being served by other banks, such as small business units, small and 
marginal farmers, micro and small industries and unorganised sector enti ti es.

Source The Hindu.

RBI on long-term visa for Muslims
Why is it in 
the news ?

  Reserve Bank of India (RBI) circular issued back in March 2018 that allowed the 
now benefi ciaries of the citi zenship (Amendment) Act to buy immovable property.

More in the 
news

  The RBI noti fi cati on issued under the Foreign Exchange Management (Acquisiti on 
and Transfer of Immovable Property in India) Regulati ons, 2018.

  It said, “A person being a citi zen of Afghanistan, Bangladesh or Pakistan, belonging 
to minority communiti es in those countries who is residing in India and has been 
granted a Long Term Visa (LTV) by the Central government may purchase only 
one residenti al immovable property in India as dwelling unit for self-occupati on 
and only one immovable property for carrying out self-employment.”

  The CAA talks about granti ng citi zenship to persecuted minoriti es, the same 
minoriti es that the RBI guidelines talked about, and from the same countries — 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan.

  Central banking sources said when the circular was issued by the RBI, the NRC or 
CAB (Citi zenship Amendment Bill) were “nowhere on the horizon.”

Source The Hindu.

GST revenues compensati on to states
Why is it in 
the news?

  The Union government has expressed concern about the Centre’s ability to meet 
the compensati on needs of states due to lower tax collecti ons in recent months.

  Ahead of its meeti ng on December 18, the council wrote a lett er to states, seeking 
suggesti ons to deal with the situati on.

More in the 
news

  Background:
(1) The GST Act promises states enough compensati on from the Centre to keep their 

annual revenue growth 14% for fi ve years.
(2) Most prevalent indirect taxes were subsumed by the new GST structure, 

which came into eff ect on July 1, 2017.
(3) States are eligible for the compensati on ti ll 2021-22.

  Current Developments:
(1) Several states have recently claimed that they have not got the compensati on from 

the Centre for a few months now.
(2) The delay had put the states in acute fi nancial diffi  culty and that the Centre 

has not given any explanati on for the delay.
Source The Hindu.

Government Policies and Taxati on
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PM-AASHA
Why is it in 
the news?

  As per the data by Agriculture Ministry, Less than 3% of this season’s 
sancti oned amount of pulses and oilseeds have actually been procured so 
far under PM -AASHA scheme.

More in the 
news

  Data:
(1) A total of 37.59 lakh me tric tonnes of procurement had been sancti oned under PM-

AASHA scheme.
(2) However, only 1.08 lakh tonnes have been procured so far.

  About Pradhan Mantri Annadata Aay SanraksHan Abhiyan (PM-AASHA):
(1) An umbrella scheme of government of India.
(2) Aim: To ensure remunerati ve prices to farmers for their produce.

  PM-AASHA has three components: 
(1) Price Support Scheme (PSS)
(2) Price Defi ciency Payment Scheme (PDPS)
(3) Pilot of Private Procurement & Stockist Scheme (PPPS)

  Price Support Scheme (PSS):
(1) Under PSS, physical procurement of pulses, oilseeds and copra will be done by Central 

Nodal Agencies. 
(2) Besides NAFED, Food Cooperati on of India will also take up procurement of 

crops under PSS. 
(3) The expenditure and losses due to procurement will be borne by the Centre.

  Price Defi ciency Payment Scheme (PDPS):
(1) Under PDPS, the Centre proposes to cover all oilseeds and pay the farmer directly 

into his bank account the diff erence between the MSP and his actual selling/modal 
price. 

(2) Farmers who sell their crops in recognised mandis within the noti fi ed period 
can benefi t from it.

  Pilot of Private Procurement & Stockist Scheme (PPPS):
(1) In the case of oilseeds, States will have the opti on to roll out PPSSs in select districts 

where a private player can procure crops at MSP when market prices drop below 
MSP. 

(2) The private player will then be compensated through a service charge that will 
be up to a maximum of 15% of the MSP of the crop.

Source The Hindu.

Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs)
Why is it in 
the news?

  The Union Cabinet approved the government’s plan to create and launch India’s 
fi rst corporate bond exchange traded fund (ETF)- Bharat Bond ETF.

More in the 
news

  Bharat Bond ETF would be the fi rst corporate bond ETF in the country.
  The ETF will comprise a basket of bonds issued by Central Public Sector 

Undertakings (CPSUs), Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs), Central Public 
Financial Insti tuti ons (CPFIs).

  Aim of ETFs: To create an additi onal source of funding for CPSUs, CPSEs and CPFIs.
Source The Hindu.

UDAN 4
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Why is it in 
the news?

• The ministry of civil aviati on has now launched round 4 of UDAN regional 
connecti vity scheme.

More in the 
news

  Under UDAN 4, the north eastern region, hill states of himachal 
Pradesh and Utt arakhand, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, islands of
 Lakshadweep and Andamans will be treated as priority areas.

  About the Scheme:
(1) UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam Naagrik) is a regional airport development and "Regional 

Connecti vity Scheme" (RCS) of Government of India.
(2) The scheme envisages providing connecti vity to un-served and under-served 

airports of the country through revival of existi ng air-strips and airports.
(3) UDAN is a scheme to develop the regional aviati on market.
(4) UDAN 2.0 to focus on overseas fl ights
(5) UDAN 2 will allow the state governments to provide subsidy for internati onal 

fl ights to be launched from their states.
Source The Hindu.

Audit for FDI norms
Why is it in 
the news?

  The government has issued new rules that make it compulsory for e-commerce 
companies with foreign investments to submit an audit report every year, showing 
that they have been in compliance with the FDI rules for the sector.

More in the 
news

  The noti fi cati on amended the Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999, dated 
December 5.

  Key Noti fi cati on:
(1) E-commerce companies have to obtain a statutory auditor report by the end of 

September each year for the preceding fi nancial year.
(2) e-commerce marketplace enti ty with FDI shall have to obtain and maintain a 

report of statutory auditor by 30th of September every year for the preceding 
fi nancial year, confi rming compliance of the e-commerce guidelines.

  Existi ng rules pertaining to foreign direct investment in e-commerce:
(1) Vendors that have any stake owned by an e-commerce company cannot sell their 

products on that e-commerce company’s portal.
(2) Any vendor who buys 25% or more of its inventory from an e-commerce group 

fi rm will be considered to be controlled by that fi rm and thereby barred from 
selling on its portal.

Source The Hindu.

Piped water quality standard
Why is it in 
the news?

  The Bureau of Indian Standards is preparing the ground for enforcement of piped 
water quality standards with a workshop for State offi  cials.

  The workshop was organised by BIS to disseminate informati on about the 
requirements of IS 10500:2012, the quality standard.

More in the 
news

  Background:
(1) Providing safe drinking water to the common public is a primary requirement for 

ensuring health.
(2) Unlike the BIS standard for bott led water, the standard for piped water- largely 

supplied by government agencies is not yet mandatory.
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  Ambiguity about the standards for public agencies: 
(1) It is not yet clear whether the Centre’s own fl agship mission to provide piped water 

to all households by 2024 will implement the BIS standard.
(2) There has been no response as yet from the Union Jal Shakti  Ministry with 

regards to a draft  quality control order to make the piped water standard 
mandatory.

  Jal Shakti  is the nodal Ministry for the Jal Jeevan Mission to provide functi onal 
household tap connecti ons to 14.6 crore rural households by 2024.

About 
Bureau 
of Indian 
Standards 
(BIS):

  BIS is the Nati onal Standards Body of India.
  It was established under the BIS Act 2016.
  It is responsible for the harmonious development of the acti viti es of 

standardizati on, marking and quality certi fi cati on of goods and for matt ers 
connected therewith or incidental thereto.

Source The Hindu.

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC)
Why is it in 
the news?

  The Union Cabinet has approved certain amendments to the Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) during its meeti ng. 

  Aim: To help investment in troubled sectors, protect corporate debtors, and to 
prevent ill-thought-out triggering of bankruptcy proceedings.

More in the 
news

  Signifi cance of the Changes:
(1) There have been instances of enforcement agencies taking acti on against companies 

whose resoluti on process has already been completed. 
(2) The government had received several representati ons from companies such 

as JSW Steel and Tata Steel on issues that cropped up aft er the closure of the 
IBC process.

Source The Hindu, ET.

Authority for regulati ng all fi nancial acti viti es 
Why is it in 
the news ?

  The Lok Sabha passed a bill to set up a unifi ed authority for regulati ng all fi nancial 
acti viti es in internati onal fi nancial services centres (IFSCs).

More in the 
news

  The fi rst IFSC in India was set up at Gujarat Internati onal Finance Tec-City (GIFT) 
in Gandhinagar, Gujarat. 

  The new unifi ed authority will act as a single-window for regulati ng various 
fi nancial acti viti es in the IFSC.

  The authority which will be subject audit by the CVC and the CAG. 
  There will tax holiday only for 10 years in the IFSC.
  All the laws of land, including the Preventi on of Money Laundering Act, will apply.
  The bill seeks to amend 14 Acts, including the SEBI Act, the IRDA Act and the 

PFRDA Act. 
  Present Practi ce: Currently, the banking, capital markets and insurance sectors in 

IFSC are regulated by multi ple regulators- RBI SEBI, PFRDA and IRDAI. 
Source The Hindu.

Free WiFi to villages
Why is it in 
the news ?

  According to the Telecom Minister, WiFi services being provided through 
BharatNet in villages across India will be free of charge ti ll March 2020.
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Concepts   More from the Minister:
(1) We have already connected 1.3 lakh gram panchayats through BharatNet opti cal 

fi bre network.
(2) Our target is to take this to 2.5 lakh gram panchayats. 
(3) To promote uti lisati on of BharatNet services, we will provide WiFi free in all 

villages connected through BharatNet ti ll March 2020.
  About Bharatnet:

(1) BharatNet project was launched to provide aff ordable broadband connecti vity of 2 
Mbps to 20 Mbps for all households.

(2) The project is being funded by Universal service Obligati on Fund (USOF).
(3) USOF was set up for improving telecom services in rural and remote areas of 

the country.
  Objecti ve: 

(1) To realise the vision of Digital India, in partnership with States and the private sector.
(2) To facilitate the delivery of e-governance, e-health, e-educati on, e-banking, 

Internet and other services to the rural India.
Source The Hindu.

Manufacturing growth
Why is it in 
the news?

  As per a private survey, business conditi ons in the India’s manufacturing sector 
improved in November.

  However, the fi rms shed jobs for the fi rst ti me in 20 months.
More in the 
news

  The IHS Markit India Manufacturing PMI rose to 51.2 in November from 50.6 in 
October.

  In October, the PMI had fallen to a two-year low. 
  It remained above the 50-mark threshold that separates contracti on from 

expansion. 
  Contributors:

(1) Consumer goods provided the main impetus to overall growth.
(2) The intermediate goods category returned to expansion territory. 
(3) Conversely, there was a solid deteriorati on in operati ng conditi ons at capital 

goods makers. 
  The Decline in Growth and Job Cut:

(1) The job cuts have come amid India’s economy growing 4.5% in the July-September 
quarter.

(2) This is slowest pace of expansion in over six years. 
(3) The decline in growth was led by manufacturing, which saw a 1% contracti on in 

gross value added against a 6.9% rise in the corresponding quarter last year.
Source The Hindu.

Fugiti ve economic off ender
Why is it in 
the news ?

  A special Preventi on of Money Laundering Act court declared diamond trader Nirav 
Modi, an accused in the Punjab Nati onal Bank scam case, a fugiti ve economic off ender.

Miscellaneous
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  Nirav Modi is the second person to be declared a fugiti ve economic off ender, 
under the new Fugiti ve Economic Off enders Act, aft er liquor baron Vijay Mallya.

More in 
the news

  Who is a Fugiti ve Economic Off ender ?
(1) A fugitive economic offender is an individual who has committed some specifi ed 

offence(s) and has absconded from India or refused to come back to India to avoid or 
face criminal prosecution in India.

(2) The offence(s) should be involving an amount of one hundred crore rupees or 
more.

(3) A Fugitive Economic Offender is declared so by a 'Special Court' set up under 
the Prevention of Money-laundering Act (PMLA), 2002.

(4) Once declared a fugitive offender, the Union government can confi scate the 
person's assets.

Source The Hindu.

Forex reserves
Why is it in 
the news ?

  India’s foreign exchange reserves crossed the $450-billion mark for the fi rst ti me 
ever.

  The rise is due to the strong infl ows which enabled the central bank to buy dollars 
from the market, thus checking any sharp appreciati on of the rupee.

More in the 
news

  Import Cover: At $451.7 billion, the country’s import cover is now over 11 months.
  To check on Volati lity in Rupee value:

(1) RBI intervenes in the foreign exchange market to curb volati lity and does not target 
a parti cular level of exchange rate.

(2) The rise in foreign exchange reserves will give the central bank the fi repower 
to act against any sharp depreciati on of the rupee.

  Foreign investment:
(1) Net foreign direct investment rose to $20.9 billion in the fi rst half of 2019-20 from 

$17 billion a year ago.
(2) Net foreign portf olio investment was $8.8 billion in April-November 2019 as 

against net outf lows of $14.9 billion in the same period last year.
Source The Hindu.

28% tax for lott ery across India
Why is it in 
the news?

  In its 38th meeti ng, the GST council took up a proposal to fi x a uniform 28 per 
cent tax rate on lott ery all over the country.

More in the 
news

  The GST Council for the fi rst ti me resorted to voti ng to decide an issue. 
  The controversial issue of the GST rate for lott eries was decided on the basis of 

voti ng.
  The Council fi xing a uniform tax rate of 28 per cent on both state and private 

lott eries with eff ect from March 1, 2020. 
  All the earlier decisions by the Council had been taken through consensus. 
  The move was a parti al defeat for Kerala Finance Minister Thomas Isaac's proposal 

on whose insistence voti ng was conducted.
  Present Rates: Currently, there are dual rates for lott eries- 12% tax on state-run 

lott eries and 28% on state-authorised, or private, lott eries.
  Other Decision:
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(1) The Council decided to exempt the upfront amount payable for long-term lease of 
industrial or fi nancial infrastructure plots by an enti ty in which the Centre or state 
governments have at least 20% ownership. 

(2) This exempti on is currently available to those where the governments have 
at least 50 per cent stake. This would promote setti  ng up of industrial and 
fi nancial parks.

Source The Hindu.

Import cover
Why is it in 
the news ?

  The foreign exchange reserves risen to $429.84 billion as at end June 2019 from 
$412.47 billion as at end March 2019.

  The import cover rose to 10 months compared with 9.6 months, the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI).

Concepts   Forex Reserves:
(1) Foreign exchange reserves are reserve assets held by a central bank in foreign 

currencies, used to back liabiliti es on their own issued currency as well as to infl uence 
monetary policy.

(2) The forex reserve is also kept as a cushion against any potenti al balanced of 
payment related crisis.

(3) India’s foreign exchange reserves comprises of (i) Foreign currency assets 
(FCA), (ii) Gold, (iii) Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) and (iv) Reserve tranche 
positi on (RTP) in the Internati onal Monetary Fund.

  Import Cover:
(1) Import cover is a measure of the number of months of imports that can be covered 

with foreign exchange reserves available with the central bank of the country.
(2) It is an important indicator of the stability of a currency.
(3) Eight to ten months of import cover is essenti al for the stability of a currency.

Source The Hindu.

Aadhaar to be made mandatory for GST
Why is it in 
the news?

  The GST Network has decided to make Aadhaar authenti cati on mandatory for 
new dealers from January 1, 2020, to check malpracti ces.

More in the 
news

  Why Aadhar to be made Mandatory?
(1) About 66.79 lakh new registered dealers were paying just 15% of the taxes, 

consti tuti ng about Rs. 10,000 crore in monthly collecti ons.
(2) Monthly collecti ons had crossed the Rs. 1 lakh-croremark in six out of eight 

months during April-November, 2019.
(3) A large number of operators are registering themselves as GST dealers. They 

make fake invoices also.
(4) A total 24.86 lakh fake or bogus registered dealers had been weeded out from 

the GST.
Source The Hindu.
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Chennai sky-watcher fi rst to spot debris from Chandrayaan-2 lander, 
says NASA
Why is it in 
news?

  In the fi rst authenti c informati on from any source on the fate of Indian lunar 
lander Vikram, NASA late on Monday released the latest images of the lunar 
surface that point to the fact that the lander broke into many pieces aft er crash-
landing on September 7.

More in 
news

  Landing site: Images taken on November 11 by NASA’s moon orbiter show that 
Vikram’s debris was strewn across at least 750 m of the crash site, which itself is 
now believed to be away from the planned landing target, the U.S. space agency 
said.

  Credit to Chennai based engineer: NASA credited Chennai-based freelance 
space observer and professional programmer Shanmuga Subramanian with 
discovering the fi rst spot of debris from the Chandrayaan-2 mission’s lander 
and alerti ng it on October 3.

Source The Hindu

A wild hunt for food crop genes
Why is it in 
news?

  Scienti sts have been on a global search for the wild relati ves of our food crops, 
hoping to bolster their defences against disease and climate change, a study said.

More in 
news

  Domesti cati on of wild plants: Humans have domesti cated wild plants for some 
10,000 years to provide food but in doing so they have bred out many of their 
natural defences, leaving them-and us-potenti ally exposed.

  More about the study
(1) The study is being carried out under the Crop Wild Relati ves project at the 

Kew Gardens Millennium Seed Bank, which has so far distributed nearly 
3,300 samples of 165 species.

(2) Collecti on of seeds: By going back to the original source plants of some 28 
foods — for example, of rice, potatoes, oats, groundnuts — researchers 
collected as wide a variety of seeds as possible in 25 countries to fi ll in the 
gaps in existi ng gene banks.

Source The Hindu

Cott on research bodies in India, Uganda to develop new seed variety
Why is it in 
news?

  The Cott on Development and Research Associati on (CDRA) of Southern India Mills’ 
Associati on has signed an agreement with Cott on Development Organisati on 
(CDO) and Nati onal Agricultural Research Organisati on (NARO) of Uganda to 
develop a cott on seed variety that will help increase the income of farmers in 
both the countries.

Science and Technology6
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More in 
news

  More about the project:
(1) Aim: The aim is to develop a long-staple cott on seed variety that will increase 

the income for cott on farmers in Uganda.
(2) The 18-month project will look at technology exchange between the two 

countries to develop a cott on seed variety that will give higher yield and 
ginning out turn.

(3) Scienti sts in the three organisati ons (CDRA, CDO, NARO) will work together 
and seed varieti es will be tested in both India and Uganda.

  Cott on farming in Uganda
(1) Uganda grows 100% organic cott on and cott on grown by the farmers in 

Uganda gives higher ginning out turn compared with Indian cott on.
(2) Uganda produces 1.5 lakh bales of cott on a year and 90 % of it is exported. 
(3) It has 20 acti ve ginners, according to the Internati onal Trade Centre.

Source The Hindu

Existi ng anti venom therapy for snakebite ineffi  cient: IISc study
Why is it in 
news?

  A new study has revealed that commercially available anti venom in India can be 
ineff ecti ve in treati ng bites from some snakes that are poorly studied.

  The study was conducted by scienti sts from the Indian Insti tute of Science (IISc.), 
Bengaluru, in collaborati on with the Gerry Marti n Project and the Madras 
Crocodile Bank Trust and Centre for Herpetology.

More in 
news

  Key fi ndings of the study
(1) The results revealed dramati c diff erences in venom compositi ons of snakes, 

and that venom compositi on diff ered between geographically separated 
populati ons of the same species.

(2) The team evaluated how eff ecti ve commercially marketed Indian anti venoms 
were in treati ng snakebites from the neglected species, and found that the 
anti venoms were “highly ineffi  cient” in overcoming the eff ects of the toxins.

  Snake bites in India
(1) India is the snakebite capital of the world. Annually, about 46,000 people die 

and 1,40,000 others are disabled in the country because of snakebites.
(2) Anti venom in India: In India, a polyvalent anti venom is produced against the 

so-called ‘big four’ snakes: the spectacled cobra, the common krait, Russell’s 
viper, and the saw-scaled viper.

(3) India is home to many other species of venomous snakes that have the 
potenti al to infl ict deadly, even fatal bites — about 60 of the 270 species are 
considered ‘medically important’

Source The Hindu

A typhoid vaccine manufactured in India off ers 82% protecti on
Why is it in 
news?

  A typhoid vaccine (Typbar TCV) developed by the Hyderabad-based Bharat 
Biotech has shown 81.6% effi  cacy in preventi ng typhoid fever at 12 months in 
a Phase-III clinical trial. 

  The trial was carried out in Nepal in over 10,000 children who received the vaccine.
More in 
news

  Eff ecti veness of the vaccine:
(1)  A single dose of the vaccine was found to be eff ecti ve in preventi ng typhoid 

in children aged nine months to 16 years.
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(2) The vaccine confers protecti on two-three weeks aft er vaccinati on. 
(3) The durati on of protecti on is currently not known.

  Conjugate Vaccine
(1) The Typbar TCV typhoid vaccine tested in Nepal is a conjugate vaccine. 
(2) Conjugate vaccine is one in which the anti gen (which is a polysaccharide in 

this case) is chemically linked to a carrier protein.
  Recommended by WHO: 

(1) The Typbar TCV vaccine was recommended by WHO’s Strategic Advisory 
Group of Experts on Immunizati on (WHO-SAGE) in December 2017. 

(2) WHO prequalifi ed the vaccine in January 2018.
  More about Typhoid

(1) Typhoid fever is caused by the highly contagious Salmonella Typhi bacteria. 
(2) Nearly 11 million fall sick due to typhoid and about 1,17,000 deaths are 

reported each year. 
(3) The bacteria spreads through contaminated food or water.

  Multi  Drug Resistant Bacteria
(1) The microbes have developed resistance against multi ple anti bioti cs. 
(2) Multi -drug resistant typhoid bacteria are seen in South Asia including India. 
(3) Since 2016, extensively drug-resistant (XDR) typhoid outbreaks have been 

reported from Sindh province in Pakistan. 
(4) According to an Editorial accompanying the paper, XDR typhoid has been 

found in India, Bangladesh, and Pakistan.
Source The Hindu

Novel molecule to combat multi drug-resistant bacteria
Why is it in 
news?

  Researchers at the Indian Insti tute of Technology (IIT) Roorkee identi fi ed a potent 
molecule that exhibits broad spectrum bactericidal acti vity against multi drug-
resistant bacteria — Escherichia coli, Acinetobacter baumannii, Klebsiella 
pneumoniae and Mycobacterium tuberculosis.

  The study was done in collaborati on with Government Medical College and 
Hospital, Chandigarh, AIIMS, Bhopal and AIIMS, Delhi.

More in 
news

  Nitrofuran class: The molecule belongs to the nitrofuran class of anti bioti cs — 
nitrofurantoin and furazolidone — which are routi nely used for treati ng urinary 
tract infecti ons and intesti nal ailments, respecti vely.

  Experiment on mice: In mice infected with sepsis-causing bacteria A. baumannii, 
the molecule was found to signifi cantly reduce the bacterial load in the spleen, 
lungs, kidney and liver at half the dose of a well-known drug nitrofurantoin.

  Key fi ndings of the study
(1) The team of researchers has found that the molecule kills the bacteria by 

damaging their DNA as well as by inhibiti ng cell division. 
(2) When half the concentrati on required to kill the bacteria was used, the 

researchers found the daughter cells were unable to separate on cell division, 
leading to the bacteria forming into long fi laments. 

(3) Since the molecule targets two pathways to kill the bacteria, microbes are 
less prone to resistance generati on or would take a longer ti me to develop 
resistance.

  Eff ecti veness:



 Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs December 2019  (Study Material)   103

The Unique Academy

(1) The molecule was found to be eff ecti ve against both gram-negati ve and 
Gram-positi ve bacteria as well as against anaerobic bacteria such as C. 
difi cile. 

(2) Compared with nitrofurantoin and furazolidone drugs, the molecule was able 
to kill anaerobic bacteria at many ti mes lower concentrati on.

  Doubly acti on:
(1) The molecule is able to inhibit biofi lm formati on and is also eff ecti ve in 

disrupti ng the already formed biofi lms. 
(2) What is a bio-fi lm? - Biofi lm helps bacteria to protect themselves from the 

acti on of anti bioti cs.
(3) Compared with the molecule, both nitrofurantoin and furazolidone drugs 

displayed “poor ability” to eradicate already formed biofi lms.
Source The Hindu

50th PSLV launch carries radar satellite
Why is it in 
news?

  Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) marked its ‘Golden Jubilee’ launch on 
Wednesday by injecti ng India’s advanced radar imaging satellite RISAT-2BR1 
and 9 other customer satellites from Japan, Italy, Israel and the U.S.A. into their 
intended orbits.

More in 
news

  Successful track record: 
(1) The PSLV has a history of successful launches of payloads that include 

Chandrayaan-1, Mars Orbiter Mission and the space recovery mission.
(2) Only 2 failures: The PSLV has failed only twice in its history — the maiden 

fl ight of the PSLV D1 in September 1993 and the PSLV C-39 in August 2017.
  Versati lity of PSLV: The PSLV had helped take payloads into almost all the orbits 

in space including Geo-Stati onary Transfer Orbit (GTO), the Moon, Mars and 
would soon be launched a mission to the Sun.

  RISAT 2BR-1 satellite:
(1) The RISAT-2BR1 will be used for agariculture, forestry, disaster management 

support and nati onal security. 
(2) ISRO will launch the next version of RISAT within the next two months

Source The Hindu

IBM’s weather forecast system to tap users’ phones for data
Why is it in 
news?

  Internati onal technology company IBM plans to make a high-resoluti on weather 
forecast model that will also rely on user-generated data to improve the 
accuracy of forecasts available in India.

More in 
news

  IBM GRAF
(1) IBM GRAF, as the forecast system is called, can generate forecasts at a 

resoluti on of 3 kilometres. 
(2) This is a signifi cantly higher resoluti on than the 12-kilometre models used 

by the India Meteorological Department to generate forecasts.
(3) These weather forecast techniques rely on dynamic modelling and collect 

a trove of atmospheric and ocean data, crunch it in supercomputers and 
generate forecasts over desired ti me-frames — three days, weekly or 
fortnightly.
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• IBM data collecti on and forecasti ng: For its forecasts, IBM relies on a global 
network of sensors — automati c weather stati on, data bouys and barometric 
pressure data from cellphones of users who’ve downloaded the applicati on.

• Eff ect of climate change on economy: A study by IBM found that 72% Indians 
believed that the local economy had been disrupted by a severe weather event 
in the past year and 89% were concerned that climate change could negati vely 
impact the economy

Source The Hindu

New molecule for rheumatoid arthriti s may be eff ecti ve in preventi ng 
carti lage destructi on
Why is it in 
news?

  A specifi c fragment of a protein secreted by the parasiti c worm liver fl uke 
(Fasciola) has been found to protect the arti cular carti lage of joints from being 
destroyed by the body’s aberrant immune system, thus preventi ng rheumatoid 
arthriti s from progressing.

More in 
news

  Liver fl ukes secreti on
(1) Liver fl ukes secrete certain specialised proteins that help the parasites to 

evade recogniti on by the host immune system and also blunt the killing 
machinery of the immune system by dialling down the infl ammatory 
responses.

(2) The protein-Fasciola helminth defence molecule-1 (FhHDM-1) — secreted 
by liver fl uke has similarity with a human protein that miti gates infl ammatory 
responses.

(3) The liver fl uke pepti de only produces selecti ve protecti on to the joints and 
does not alter the systemic immune system. 

(4) The body’s ability to combat bacterial pathogens will remain intact.
  What is rheumatoid arthriti s?

(1) Rheumatoid arthriti s (RA) is an autoimmune disease in which the body’s 
immune system – which normally protects its health by att acking foreign 
substances like bacteria and viruses – mistakenly att acks the joints. 

(2) This creates infl ammati on that causes the ti ssue that lines the inside of joints 
(the synovium) to thicken, resulti ng in swelling and pain in and around the 
joints. 

(3) The synovium makes a fl uid that lubricates joints and helps them move 
smoothly.

Source The Hindu

Plants emit ultrasonic ‘distress screams’ when stressed
Why is it in 
news?

  Researchers have for the fi rst ti me found evidence of plants making airborne 
emission of ultrasound screams when subjected to stresses. 

  The sound contains informati on that can reveal the state of the plant emitti  ng it
More in 
news

  More about the study
(1) The study was conducted by the team led by Lilach Hadany from the School of 

Plant Sciences and Food Security at Tel-Aviv University.
(2) The researchers experimented with tomato and tobacco plants and subjected 

them to two diff erent stresses — drought and cutti  ng of stems.
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(3) The ultrasound emitt ed is in the range 20-100 kHz and can be detected from 
a distance of 3-5 metres.

(4) The researchers suspect that the sounds are generated by a process called 
cavitati on — where air bubbles form, expand and explode in the xylem 
causing vibrati ons. 

(5) Cavitati on explosions have been shown to produce vibrati ons similar to the 
recorded in the study.

Source The Hindu

Society of Biotechnology of India launched
Why is it in 
news?

  Union Department of Biotechnology has launched a non-profi t organisati on 
called the Society of Biotechnology of India (SBPI) on Friday in New Delhi.

More in 
news

  More about the organizati on
(1) It would promote transformati on changes and approaches towards core 

research in modern biotechnology so that the outcome could lead to more 
products and technologies for economic and social gain.

(2) The SBPI would complement the country’s eff orts to enhance research 
funding towards “gap areas” that impede India’s progress in the life-sciences.

(3) Gap areas: These are in infrastructure, human resources, regulatory 
frameworks and converti ng research and development leads into applicati ons

Source The Hindu

Carbon dots help detect herbicide polluti on
Why is it in 
news?

  Researchers from Assam have used the commonly found invasive plant water 
hyacinth to produce carbon nanoparti cles. 

  These extremely ti ny (less than 10 nanometre) parti cles can be used for detecti ng 
a commonly used herbicide — preti lachlor.

More in 
news

  More about the experiment
(1) Conducted by- Material Nano-chemistry lab at the Insti tute of Advanced 

Study in Science and Technology, Assam
(2) The team harvested water hyacinth leaves, removed the chlorophyll, dried 

and powdered it.
(3) The sieved powder underwent several treatments including heati ng at 150 

degree Celsius to convert it to carbon dots.
(4) Nanodot: When a nanoparti cle is less than 10 nano-metre we call it a dot or 

nanodot.
(5) The carbon dots were able to give a green fl uorescence under UV light.
(6) The extremely small oxygen functi onal groups on the surface of the dot are 

responsible for the fl uorescence.
Source The Hindu
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DRDO to develop naval fi ghter jet
Why is it in 
news?

  The Defence Research Development Organisati on (DRDO) has off ered to develop 
a new twin-engine deck-based fi ghter aircraft  for the Navy based on the 
experience of the naval light combat aircraft  (LCA) and it should be ready by 
2026

More in 
news

  Naval variant of LCA Tejas: The naval LCA recently successfully completed the 
take-off  and landing trials on the shore-based test facility (SBTF) in Goa.

  Chief of Naval Staff  on the off er: 
(1) The Qualitati ve Requirements [QR] are being made. They said they should be 

able to push it [the fi ghter aircraft ] out by 2026. If it meets our ti me and QR 
requirements, we will defi nitely take it.

(2) Adm. Singh said the current LCA Mk-1 was a technology demonstrator and 
it would further be put to carrier compati bility tests. 

(3) And if it worked, whatever lessons they had learnt would be ploughed back 
by the DRDO into the new fi ghter to be developed.

  LCA Tejas
(1) Tejas is a single-engine, delta wing, multi role light fi ghter designed by the 

Aeronauti cal Development Agency (ADA) and Hindustan Aeronauti cs Limited 
(HAL) for the Indian Air Force and Indian Navy.

(2) It is developed under the Light Combat Aircraft  (LCA) programme, which 
began in the 1980s to replace India's ageing MiG-21 fi ghters.

(3) 2003: the LCA was offi  cially named "Tejas"
Source The Hindu

Firepower by India, for India
Why is it in 
news?

  Defence deals worth Rs 33,000 crores have been placed with the Ordinance 
Factory Board and Bharat Electronics Limited in the last two months.

More in 
news

  Major orders
(1) T-90 tanks

(a) Built by- Ordinance Factory Board under license from Russia.
(b) Cost- 19,100 crore for 464 T-90S/ SK tanks
(c) The tanks are equipped with the French Thales-built Catherine-FC thermal 

sights, and uti lise Russian Kontakt-5 K-5 explosive reacti ve armoured 
plates.

(d) The fi rst T-90S MBT was delivered to India in January 2004.
(2) Akash Missile

(a) Akash is a medium-range mobile surface-to-air missile defense system 
developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisati on (DRDO) 
and produced by Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) for Missile Systems

Internal Security 7
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(b) Cost- 6,300 crore
(c) Integrated Advanced Command and Control System Nodes
(d) Built by- Bharat Electronics Limited
(e) Cost- 7,900 crore

Source The Hindu

Android vulnerable to cyberatt ack: Union Home Ministry
Why is it in 
news?

  The Union Home Ministry has sent an alert to all States warning them about the 
vulnerability of the Android operati ng system to a bug called ‘StrandHogg’ 

  “StrandHogg” allows real-ti me malware applicati ons to pose as genuine 
applicati ons and access user data of all kind.

More in 
news

  More about StrandHogg
(1) This malware can potenti ally listen to the conversati ons, access photo 

album, read/send messages, make calls, record conversati ons and get login 
credenti als to various accounts.

(2) This apart, things that such malware can access include private images, fi les, 
contact details, call logs, and locati on informati on.

  Warning signs
(1) Use of pop-ups: Pop-ups asking for permission to send noti fi cati ons, messages 

etc., are one of the main entry points for ‘StrandHogg’ to launch the att ack. 
(2) Re-login prompts: An app in which the user is already logged in asking him/

her to login again is another anomaly pointi ng to the possibiliti es of a 
cyberatt ack. 

(3) Once users approve such requests, the malware would instantly access the 
mobile phone or tablet for specifi c purposes.

  Source of informati on: The informati on was shared by the Threat Analyti cal 
Unit, Indian Cyber Crime Coordinati on Centre, Ministry of Home Aff airs.

Source The Hindu

Army to sign deal for six Apache att ack helicopters
Why is it in 
news?

  The deal for six AH-64E Apache att ack helicopters for the Indian Army, esti mated 
to cost around $930 million, is likely to be signed early next year.

  These are in additi on to 22 Apaches being inducted by the Indian Air Force (IAF).
More in 
news

  More about the deal
(1) August 2017: The Defence Acquisiti on Council, chaired by then Defence 

Minister Arun Jaitley approved the purchase of six Apache att ack helicopters 
from the U.S. for the Army.

(2) For this, India is exercising the opti onal clause in the original deal for 22 
Apaches signed in November 2015 worth Rs. 13,951.57 crore through the 
Foreign Military Sales programme.

  Apache AH-64E
(1) The Boeing AH-64 Apache is an American twin-turboshaft  att ack helicopter 

with a tailwheel-type landing gear arrangement and a tandem cockpit for a 
crew of two. 

(2) It features a nose-mounted sensor suite for target acquisiti on and night vision 
systems. 
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(3) Weaponry: It is armed with a 30 mm (1.18 in) M230 chain gun carried between 
the main landing gear, and four hardpoints mounted on stub-wing pylons 
for carrying armament and stores, typically a mixture of AGM-114 Hellfi re 
missiles and Hydra 70 rocket pods.

Source The Hindu, Wikipedia

CDS will bring in synergy, say experts
Why is it in 
news?

  Recently the Union cabined gave its approval for creati on of the post of Chief of 
Defence Staff  (CDS).

More in 
news

  More about CDS
(1) The CDS will be a four-star General with salary and perquisites equivalent to 

a Service Chief. 
(2) The CDS will head the Department of Military Aff airs (DMA) to be created 

within the Ministry of Defence (MoD)
(3) CDS will also functi on as Secretary of the Department of Military Aff airs and 

also as the Permanent Chairman, Chiefs of Staff  Committ ee (COSC).
  What do experts say?

(1) Change of mindset: To bring about jointness in several areas including 
operati ons, logisti cs, transport and training, the Services will also have to 
slightly change their mindset from a Service-oriented mindset to a more joint 
approach.”

(2) CDS as fi rst among equals: The CDS should consolidate the headquarters 
of Integrated Defence Staff  (IDS) and the charter and has to carry the three 
Services along as the fi rst among equals and ensure that the DMA is keyed 
into the apex decision making level.

(3) Military force to military power: The CDS has to ensure the transiti on of 
the Indian military from a military force into a military power, through 
opti mal uti lisati on of the defence budget, ensuring defence preparedness 
and capability development, capacity enhancement and jointness as priority 
areas.

Source The Hindu

MiG-27 fl ies into sunset over Jodhpur
Why is it in 
news?

  MiG-27 fl ew for the last ti me from the Jodhpur air base aft er 34 years of service 
in the Indian Air Force.

More in 
news

  Commissioned in 1985: Commissioned into the Indian Air Force in 1985, the 
MiG-27 remained an integral part of the Indian Air Force's combat strength. 

  Nicknamed Bahadur: It was due to the jet's heroics during the Kargil war that the 
aircraft  earned the nickname "bahadur" from Air Force pilots.

  More about MiG-27
(1) The Mikoyan MiG-27 is a variable-geometry ground-att ack aircraft , originally 

built by the Mikoyan-Gurevich design bureau in the Soviet Union and later 
licence-produced in India by Hindustan Aeronauti cs Limited.

(2) Upgraded in 2004: The MiG-27's completed a two-year long avionics upgrade 
in 2004 conducted by a Bangalore-based unit of the Defence Research and 
Development Organizati on (DRDO) and carried out onsite at HAL's Nasik facility.
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Source The Hindu

Navy plans 24 submarines to strengthen fl eet
Why is it in 
news?

  To strengthen its underwater fl eet, the Navy plans to build 24 submarines, 
including six nuclear att ack submarines, a parliamentary panel was told.

More in 
news

  Report in parliament
(1) The Navy also told the panel that Medium Refi t Life Certi fi cati on (MRLC) of 

submarine Sindhuraj was held up since the Russian side had not been able to 
submit bank guarantees and the integrity pact due to sancti ons imposed by 
the U.S.

(2) The Navy said that there are presently 15 conventi onal submarines and two 
nuclear submarines in its fl eet. 

(3) The Navy has two nuclear submarines INS Arihant and INS Chakra, with the 
latt er being leased from Russia.

Source The Hindu

AFSPA extended in Nagaland for six more months
Why is it in 
news?

  The Ministry of Home Aff airs (MHA) has declared the enti re State of Nagaland as 
a “disturbed area” for six more months, under the Armed Forces (Special Powers) 
Act (AFSPA).

More in 
news

  Noti fi cati on by MHA: In a noti fi cati on, the MHA said the central government is 
of the opinion that the area comprising the whole state of Nagaland is in such a 
“disturbed and dangerous conditi on” that the use of armed forces in aid of the 
civil power is necessary.

  What is AFSPA?
(1) The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Bill was passed by both the Houses of 

Parliament and it was approved by the President on September 11, 1958. It 
became known as the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA), 1958.

(2) The Act came into force in the context of increasing violence in the North-eastern 
States decades ago, which the State governments found diffi  cult to control.

(3) AFSPA gives armed forces the power to maintain public order in “disturbed areas”. 
(4) They have the authority to prohibit a gathering of fi ve or more persons in an 

area, can use force or even open fi re aft er giving due warning if they feel a 
person is in contraventi on of the law.

(5) If reasonable suspicion exists, the army can also arrest a person without a 
warrant; enter or search premises without a warrant; and ban the possession 
of fi rearms

  What is a disturbed area?
(1) A disturbed area is one which is declared by noti fi cati on under Secti on 3 of 

the AFSPA. 
(2) It can be invoked in places where the use of armed forces in aid of the civil 

power is necessary.
(3) The Central Government, or the Governor of the State or administrator of the 

Union Territory can declare the whole or part of the State or Union Territory 
as a disturbed area.

Source The Hindu, Indian Express




